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Introduction and Context

According to data collected by Gallup between 2015-2017, LGBTQ people make up an
estimated 5.6% of Oregon'’s adult population. Approximately 207,000 people in ages
13+ identify as LGBTQ in the state — that's roughly equivalent to the entire population of
Jackson County, the 6th most populous county in the state. Recent, high-quality datq,
often quantitative data, about historically marginalized communities is often expected
by policymakers, funders, and other decision makers to demonstrate the need for
change. However, this constant need to provide evidence of the harmful impacts of
marginalization is, in and of itself, indicative of injustice. Marginalized communities who
have already proven the realities of their own oppression should not be asked to do so
over and over again. Furthermore, well-intended data gathering efforts often end up
being redundant, reductive, extractive, purposeless, and/or otherwise harmful to the very
communities they seek to highlight.

Given all of that context, before diving into yet another data project, the City of Portland'’s
Office of Equity and Human Rights has commissioned a feasibility study to determine
what kind of data and information on queer communities in Oregon is already available
and if a comprehensive, community-driven data effort would add value to the ongoing
movement for queer justice in the state.

This memo summarizes the data-focused findings of a months-long inquiry process
focused on gathering existing data sources about LGBTQ+ people, analyzing exemplar
research efforts for both queer and other marginalized communities, and conducting
dozens of 1-1 interviews with queer organizations and community leaders. Our findings
to-date strongly suggest that comprehensive, accessible, intersectional data about
queer communities in Oregon would be a timely and powerful addition to the set of tools
currently available to LBGTQ+ advocates, champions, and changemakers.
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A History of Harm

Central to this memo, and to any project that grows from it, must be the unequivocal
acknowledgement of the deep and lasting harm done by the historical acquisition and
use of data about queer people. We invite each reader to understand that the vast
majority of queer collection efforts have been explicitly motivated by discrimination and
the intent to harm. Kevin Guyan, in their book Queer Data, highlights that nearly all of
data about people we might now describe as LGBTQ exists as the result of actions that
were unethical and often illegal — primarily criminal violations of privacy and consent.
Furthermore, Guyan notes that previous data collection largely ignored personal stories
and experiences and that researchers often used queer data to provide evidence of a
‘problem’ and to justify further oppression of queer communities in order to “fix” them.
These “fixes” included incarceration, institutionalization, chemical castration, social
isolation, and the destruction of queer families, businesses, spaces, and communities.

In addition to these forms of queer-specific harm done by data collection efforts, the
data injustices of White/dominant culture have also perpetuated great harm, not only

to queer folks, but members of any historically marginalized commmunity — particularly
BIPOC communities, people with disabilities, immigrants and refugees, young people, and
elders. These ongoing forms of data injustice include: extractive information gathering,
the devaluation of quqlitqtive/norrotive dataq, forced categorization, deliberate exclusion,
oppressive narratives, and more.

Though the history of queer data projects is largely harmful and traumatic, we believe
it's possible to aggregate and gather information in ways that heal, center community,
and increase compassion across difference. The number of queer folks in Oregon is large
and growing. We believe accurate, accessible, ethically-compiled information has the
potential to help improve outcomes for queer people across the state. Our hope is that
this project collects, synthesizes, curates, and presents that data in ways that minimize
harm and center relationships, mutuality, and liberation.
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Centrality of Intersectionality

The datasets listed below cover a wide variety of geographies, indicators, and
communities. However, in Oregon and elsewhere, there continues to be a lack of
genuinely intersectional data on queer folks. The queer experience does not exist in a
vacuum and the majority of folks in queer communities have multiple marginalized
identities. In addition to homophobia and transphobia, many LGBTQ+ identified people
also face the oppression of white supremacy, racism, sexism, xenophobia, ableism,
ageism, and many other harmful forms of marginalization. Queer folks also hold multiple
overlapping identities around religion, language, ethnicity, occupation, and immigration
status, to name a few. Intersectionality is central to the queer experience, and more and
better data is needed to fully understand and reflect the realities of the queer experience.
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Oregon Data Efforts and Sources

The existing data and research about queer communities in Oregon is clustered around
four key themes, namely: LGBTQ youth experiences, LGBTQ elder experiences, summary
indexes for state-level laws and policies, and discrimination abuse, and/or hate crimes
against LGBTQ Oregonians.

® Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System - Oregon
The BRFSS, administered by each state and supported by the Behavioral Surveillance

Branch (BSB) of the CDC, is an on-going data collection program designed to
measure behavioral risk factors in the adult population 18 years of age or over living
in households. The SOGI modules are optional. In the demographics portion of the
survey it asks three questions that can be used to identify people who are LGBTQ:

e A sexual orientation question with options that include gay or lesbian; bisexual;
straight; or something else.

e A sex at birth question that offers male, female, don't know/not sure, and
refused as options.

e A transgender status question, which then allows people to identify as
“transgender male-to-female”; “transgender female-to-male”; “transgender,
gender nonconconforming.”

® GLSEN School Climate Survey
GLSEN conducts a national survey focused on school climate for LGBTQ students
and produces state snapshots. In the 2019 data, most LGBTQ students (88%) in
Oregon regularly hear anti-LGBTQ remarks. Some also regularly heard school staff
members make homophobic remarks (15%) and negative remarks about someone’s
gender expression (30%). Most LGBTQ students in Oregon experienced anti-LGBTQ
victimization at school. They have also experienced victimization at school based
on disability (39%), race/ethnicity (23%), and religion (20%). Over half didn’t report
the incident(s) to school staff (59%), and only 35% of LGBTQ students who reported
incidents said it resulted in effective staff intervention. 2019 GLSEN data did not have
the sample size to allow for disaggregation based on race or gender, for example.
n=320 for Oregon.
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https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/SURVEYS/ADULTBEHAVIORRISK/BRFSSRESULTS/Documents/2016/Demographics16.pdf
https://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/Oregon-Snapshot-2019.pdf

® Goldsen Institute Older Adult LGBTQ+ Survey
This reporting was completed in 2021 and focused on LGBTQ+ seniors’ experience in

Oregon. Nearly 60% of Oregon’s LGBTQ+ older adult participants have experienced
discrimination. More than a fifth (21%) of the LGBTQ+ older adult participants have
experienced suicidal ideation in the past year, which is significantly higher than in
the general population. One-third of LGBTQ+ older adult participants have difficulty
paying bills or buying nutritious meals due to financial instability, with elevated risks
among those who are younger, people of color, those living with HIV, and those living
in frontier areas.

® Household Pulse Survey
The Household Pulse Survey from the US Census Bureau includes questions about

sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI). The data shows LGBT Adults are more
likely to report food and economic insecurity than non-LGBT respondents. Only
recently has the Census Bureau included these questions.

® Human Rights Campaign Municipal Equality Index
This report focuses on how many cities in Oregon support the LGBTQ+ people who live

and work there, while also highlighting areas where municipalities can improve. The
following indicators were used in the index: Non-Discrimination Laws, Municipality as
Employer, Municipal Services, Law Enforcement, and Leadership on LGBTQ+ Equality.

® Indigenizing Love: A Toolkit for Native Youth to Build Inclusion
This 2019 toolkit briefly covers Two-Spirit and LGBTQ+ American Indian/Alaskan

Native (Al/AN) history, as well as collects resources for further learning, and includes
activities for solo or group settings to help broaden understanding. Funded by
Western States Center.

® Movement Advancement Project Oregon State Snapshot
These state-by-state snapshots focus on LBGTQ state laws in the following categories:

Population, LGBTQ Youth, Relationship and Parental Recognition, Health Care, Non-
discrimination, Criminal Justice, Religious Exemptions, Identity Documents.
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https://goldseninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Oregon-LGBTQ-Older-Adult-Report_10.06.21.pdf
https://www.census.gov/data/experimental-data-products/household-pulse-survey.html
https://www.hrc.org/resources/mei-2021-see-your-cities-scores?_ga=2.59540397.1646234851.1641858965-257500334.1641858965&_gac=1.21145161.1641858969.CjwKCAiAz--OBhBIEiwAG1rIOpvjvq6EhAR4f4zA1t6Xri787XCML1pfhRYkyeKEZcFW9TttLB6ECBoCn9oQAvD_BwE
https://www.healthynativeyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/IndigenizingLoveToolkitYouth.pdf
https://www.lgbtmap.org/equality_maps/profile_state/OR

® Oregon Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence Reporting

This data focuses on myths and barriers LGBTQ people face concerning domestic
violence and other forms of abuse. “All too often, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
Queer and Questioning (LGBTQ) communities have been ignored or had to deal with
violence externally and internally, without positive recognition, support and literature
that is easily accessible. Trans people, particularly trans women of color, experience
harassment, assault, discrimination, and homicide at profoundly higher rates than the
general population.”

Oregon Health Authority Student Health Survey (SHS)

The sampling frame is based on the Oregon Department of Education’s (ODE) Falll
Membership Report for 2019-2020 and consists of public schools in Oregon with 6th,
8th and 11th grade enrollment. It includes questions about sexual orientation, gender
identity, and assigned sex at birth. One in eight 8th graders and one in six 11th graders
identified as gay, lesbian or bisexual. “Schools can be challenging environments

for youth, regardless of their sexual orientation or gender identity. But LBGTQ2SIA+
students often face unwelcoming or hostile environments. A lack of policies and
practices that affirm, respect, support, and protect the rights of these students -

and failure to implement protections that already exist — exposes them to bullying,
exclusion and discrimination, putting them at physical and psychological risk and
limiting their education.” Prior to 2020, student health data was collected through the
Oregon Healthy Teens Survey, the Student Wellness Survey and the Youth Risk Behavior
Survey. Going forward, these surveys are replaced by the Student Health Survey.

Oregon Healthy Teens Survey
Oregon Healthy Teens (OHT) is Oregon’s effort to monitor the health and well-being of

adolescents. An anonymous and voluntary research-based survey, OHT is conducted
among 8th and 11th graders statewide. The OHT survey incorporates two youth surveys
that preceded it, the YRBS and the Student Drug Use Survey. In 2019 it was reported
that overall, roughly one in 10 youth (9.9% of 8th graders and 12.6% of 11th graders)

are gay, lesbian or bisexual. While the vast maijority of youth identify as either male

or female, 6.1% of 8th graders and 5.5% of 11th graders specify a non-binary gender
(transgender, gender nonconforming, genderqueer, gender fluid or
intersex/intergender).
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https://www.ocadsv.org/resources/browse/274
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/SURVEYS/Documents/SHS/2020/Reports/State%20of%20Oregon.2020%20SHS.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/SURVEYS/OREGONHEALTHYTEENS/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/BIRTHDEATHCERTIFICATES/SURVEYS/OREGONHEALTHYTEENS/Documents/2019/2019%20State%20of%20Oregon%20Profile%20Report.pdf

® Oregon Safe Schools and Communities Coalition

This data focuses on conditions for LGBT youth in Oregon schools. The report finds
that LGBT+ Oregon students are at significantly high risk for bullying, school-based
violence, sexual assault, absences from school, and suicidal ideation. The report also
highlights how racial and ethnic minority youth experience similar outcomes to
LGBT+ youth.

® HB 3159
This bill requires OHA (Oregon Health Authority) to track data on patient race, ethnicity,
preferred language, disability status, sexual orientation, and gender identity to track
health care outcomes across different demographics. CCOs, private insurers, and
healthcare providers are all required to attempt to collect and report the data.

® LGBTQ2SIA+ Student Education Success Plan
As part of the Student Success Act, the Oregon Department of Education uses
information gathered in focus groups of LGBTQ2SIA+ students to develop a plan for
their educational success. The document lists objectives based on these findings to
keep LGBTQ2SIA+ students engaged, stop discrimination, and build support systems.

Queer Daba Project

For Oregon and Native Nations that Share Geography



https://oregonalliancetopreventsuicide.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/OSSCC-Report-2020_FinalDraft.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3159
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/Documents/LGBTQ2SIA+%20Student%20Success%20Plan.pdf

Nationwide Data Efforts and Sources

Nationally, existing data of queer communities is more robust and explores poverty,
disability, experiences and attitudes of LGBTQ communities, effects of COVID-19, and
geographic mapping of queer spaces.

® Coming Out of Concrete Closets

Since LGBTQ+ people (especially those that are poor and/or people of color)
experience high levels of policing and criminalization, they also experience higher
levels of arrests and incarcerations. This report collects the current largest amount of
information on LGBTQ+ prisoners using a 133-question survey, which itself was drafted
with prisoners.

® CDC:HIVinthe US by Race[Ethnicity

The CDC collects data for HIV in the US and categorizes the information by race and
ethnicity, including American Indian/Alaskan Native (Al/AN) people. While HIV affects
all of these groups, Black/African American people and Hispanic/Latino people are
disproportionately at risk compared to their population size.

® Culture Forward
Center for American Indian Health designed Culture Forward as a tool to help prevent
Native youth suicide, and worked primarily with tribal communities and leaders
to make sure that the tool promotes cultural strength and traditions through the
process.

® Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund
This reporting summarizes the known research on health disparities at the

intersection of disability and gender identity. An important call-out is that researchers
rarely considered how socioeconomic barriers could compound and exacerbate
health disparities for people who identify as both disabled and transgender.

® Erasure & Resilience
The Experiences of LGBTQ Students of Color: This report studies Asian American and
Pacific Islander (AAPI) students of color, as well as those that intersect with LGBTQ+
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https://www.issuelab.org/resources/23129/23129.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/group/racialethnic/aian/index.html
https://caih.jhu.edu/programs/cultureforward
https://dredf.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Health-Disparities-at-the-Intersection-of-Disability-and-Gender-Identity.pdf
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED603844

identities. Many AAPI students face the “model minority” stereotype, which plays a
part in downplaying the racism they face at school.

® Foundation Funding for LGBTQ Immigration Issues

This document combines data from reports of LGBTQ+ immigrants living in the
United States, in order to find the areas of greatest need. The document provides
recommendations of actions to alleviate the strugles of LGBTQ+ immigrants, as well
as a history of LGBTQ+ immigrant rights in the United States. Funded by Funders for
LGBTQ Issues.

® Funders for LGBTQ Issues
The Funders for LGBTQ issues reports on many organizations that serve queer
communities and also produces their own internal publications, including Out For
Change: Racial And Economic Justice Issues In LGBT Communities.

® Global Aging with Pride
International Perspectives on LGBTQ+ Aging A Two-Part Special Issue: This publication

gathers together studies from 6 continents and 10 different countries to look at the
human aging process in older adult LGBTQ+ people.

Injustice at Every Turn: This report studies the violence and injustice that transgender
and gender non-comforming people face at school, at work, and in public. The areas
surveyed are the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam and the U.S.
Virgin Islands.

® Injustice at Every Turn
This report studies the violence and injustice that transgender and gender non-

comforming people face at school, at work, and in public. The areas surveyed are the
50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

® LGBT American Indians & Alaskan Adults in the US
This survey uses data from the Gallup Daily Tracking to estimate the number of LGBT
American Indian or Alaska Native adults in the U.S. and by region. The regions studied
are separated into four categories: Northeast, Midwest, South, and West.
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https://lgbtfunders.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Pathways_Forward_2014.pdf
https://lgbtfunders.org/
https://lgbtfunders.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/LGBT-REJ.pdf
https://lgbtfunders.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/LGBT-REJ.pdf
https://goldseninstitute.org/resources/publications/
https://transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/resources/NTDS_Report.pdf
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/lgbt-aian/

Movement Advancement Project

Founded in 2006, the Movement Advancement Project (MAP) is an independent,
nonprofit think tank that provides rigorous research, insight and communications
that help speed equality and opportunity for all. MAP does a survey every two years of
LGBTQ community centers, every year of LGBTQ advocacy orgs, and last year of other
LGBTQ orgs.

National Congress of American Indians Policy Research Center
The center created a summary of existing data and reports highlighting the

experience of Native LGBT and Two-spirit communities.

Native American Two Spirit and LGBTQ Health: A systematic review of the literature

This study gathers 28 reports over the last 40 years to examine the health and
experiences of Two-Spirit and Native LGBTQ+ individuals. 68% of these reports study
urban populations.

Queering Environmental Justice: Unequal Environmental Health Burden on the
LGBTQ+ Community

This academic study finds that chronic diseases associated with environmental
exposure have shown to occur at higher rates in the LGBTQ+ population than in the
cisgender, heterosexual people. Unfortunately, a lack of research on where LGBTQ+
people live limits the amount of additional data collection, and causal evidence, that
is able to be done.

Social Justice Sexuality Project
Social Justice Sexuality Project, an extensive 2010 survey of over 5,000 respondents

from all 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia. The sample size makes
the study one of the largest samples of queer people of color ever collected. The
Project investigated the sociopolitical experiences of Black, Latinx, and Asian and
Pacific Islander, and multiracial lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people
around five themes: racial and sexual identity; spirituality and religion; mental and
physical health; family formations and dynamics; civic and community engagement.
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https://www.lgbtmap.org/
https://www.ncai.org/policy-research-center/research-data/prc-publications/A_Spotlight_on_Native_LGBT.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19359705.2021.1913462
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2021.306406#_i13
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2021.306406#_i13
https://socialjusticesexuality.com

A supplement to the survey asked an additional 600 people about their experience in
the House and Ball community, their use of mobile technology, and their experiences
with police. Houses are a term for a group that functions as alternative families,
primarily consisting of Black and Latino LGBT individuals, and provide shelter for young
LGBTQ+ who feel ostracized by conventional support systems. Balls are competitions
that consist of individuals in different houses, often drag queens, who perform
different drag genres and categories.

® The National LGBTQ+ Women*s Community Survey

The National LGBTQ+ Women*s Community Survey is an opt-in survey distributed
online, in English and Spanish, that strives to address the significant gap in knowledge,
policy analysis, organizing, and advocacy about the life experiences, needs, priorities
and challenges faced by LGBTQ+ women, their partners, and families.

® The Sovereign Bodies Institute
The Soverign Bodies Institute builds on Indigenous methods of collecting data for

the purpose of understanding how gender and sexual violence affects Indigenous
communities, and aims to use this research to empower Indigenous communities
to continue their work of ending this violence. They have also been compiling data
around Missing and Murdered Indigenous People.

® The State of the LGBTQ Community

The Center for American Progress released the findings of a survey done in 2020,
which included interviews with 1,528 self-identified LGBTQ adults ages 18 or older
across the US. The survey found that LGBTQ people face discrimination in: their
personal lives, workplaces, the public, and their access to critical health care.

® Two-Spirit Tribal Equity Toolkit 3.0
This resource provides sample ordinances, policies, laws, and amendments for

American Indian/Alaskan Native (Al/AN) individuals to adjust as needed and use in
their communities.
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https://www.lgbtqwomensurvey.org/
https://www.sovereign-bodies.org/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/state-lgbtq-community-2020/
https://www.thetaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/TET3.0.pdf

® Unjust: How the broken criminal justice system fails igbt people

How the broken criminal justice system fails Igbt people: This report gathers
information from grassroots groups, national studies, and academic research for the
purpose of better understanding the discrimination LGBTQ+ people face throughout
the criminal justice system. This report finds that poor, Black, immigrant, and/or
people struggling with mental iliness face the worst of this discrimination.

Where we call home: LGBT POC in Rural America: This report focuses on LGBTQ+
people living in rural areas of the U.S. in order to highlight the specific ways they are
marginalized in their communities. This demographic remains understudied and
underrepresented, which makes it difficult to solve the employment, housing, and
other discriminatory practices they face.

® Where we call home: LGBT POC in Rural America
This report focuses on LGBTQ+ people living in rural areas of the U.S. in order
to highlight the specific ways they are marginalized in their communities. This
demographic remains understudied and underrepresented, which makes it difficult to
solve the employment, housing, and other discriminatory practices they face.

® Williams Institute at UCLA
The Williams Institute conducts independent research on sexual orientation and
gender identity. The institute continues to be among the most reliable sources of
data and information about queer communities. Social Change and Relationship

Quality Among Sexual Minority Individuals report explores the understanding that

experiences of stigma have shown consistent negative effects—theorized as minority
stress—on the relationship quality of sexual minority individuals and if anything has
changed over the years. Williams Institute keeps up with every changing landscape
of our lives including releasing two important reports on impacts of COVID-19 on

food insecurity experienced by LGBT adults and Transgender adults. Kerith Conron,
Research Director, of the Williams Institute wrote a brief on the need for SOGI data.

Dr. Bianca Wilson led reporting on LBQ girls and women and reporting on Black LGBT

people’s experiences.
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https://www.lgbtmap.org/file/lgbt-criminal-justice.pdf
https://www.lgbtmap.org/file/lgbt-rural-report.pdf
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Williams-Institute-Date-in-Review-2021.pdf
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/social-change-relationship-quality/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/social-change-relationship-quality/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/lgbt-food-insufficiency/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/trans-food-insufficiency-covid/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Comment-SOGI-BRFSS-Apr-2021.pdf
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/lbq-women-in-us/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/black-lgbt-adults-in-the-us/

Data Efforts and Sources From Other States, Cities, and Regions

Nationally, existing data of queer communities is more robust and explores poverty,
disability, experiences and attitudes of LGBTQ communities, effects of COVID-19, and
geographic mapping of queer spaces.

® Invisible: The State of LGBT Health in Colorado
The State of LGBT Health in Colorado: The study was initiated as a way to further

understand and empirically document lived health-care experiences of LGBT
Coloradans. The goal of the report was to create information that allows health care
systems, providers, and LGBT people to begin to address these disparities. The study
found that LGBT health needs overlapped with the non LGBT-specific themes of
affordability, access, and quality. LGBT Coloradans reported challenges to accessing
LGBT-friendly care from providers.

® Mapping LGBTQ St. Louis

This effort is an interdisciplinary humanities project that centers on the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer experience within a specific city over time. It asks
how sexuality divides cities and how urban spaces are implicated in the division of
LGBTQ communities by race, gender, and class.

® Massachusetts: A Population-Based Study of Sexual Orientation Identity and
Gender Differences in Adult Health

To fill gaps in data reports, a group out of Massachusetts looked at leading US adult
health indicators by sexual orientation identity and gender. They used aggregated
data from the 2001-2008 Massachusetts Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance

surveys. This work concluded that sexual orientation disparities in chronic disease
risk, victimization, health care access, mental health, and smoking merit increased
attention. More research on heterogeneity in health and health determinants among
sexual minorities is needed.
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https://one-colorado.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/OneColorado_HealthSurveyResults.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9675a82d3d564c80b950361e709dff5e
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2936979/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2936979/

® Our Health Matters: Mental Health, Risk, and Resilience amount LGBTQ Youth of

Color who live, work, or play in Boston
In 2012, The Fenway Institute received a research grant from the National Institute for

Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD) to study these concerns among LGBTQ
youth of color in Greater Boston. A partnership of The Fenway Institute, BAGLY Inc., and
Boston GLASS was formed to gather information about the health concerns of LGBTQ
youth of color and strategies to improve their health. Some of the findings from this
report include that over forty percent of youth experienced symptoms of depression
and/or anxiety and nearly one in five youth attempted suicide.

® Pride Action Tank: Needs Assessment (Chicago)

In late 2019, Howard Brown Health partnered with Pride Action Tank to develop and
conduct a community input process to inform decision making regarding attributes,
programs, services and other concerns for the health care and LGBTQ+-affirming
social services. This data directed the facility that Howard Brown Health will be
building on the South Side of Chicago.

® Seattle Times Analysis
In 2021 the HPS survey was analyzed by the Seattle Times and found that among all

groups, a disproportionate percentage of trans people were on the brink of poverty,
homelessness and starvation. This, in Seattle where over 10% of the population
identifies as queer. 2021 was also the first time ever on a population survey sponsored
by the Census Bureau where questions were asked about sexual orientation and
gender identity (SOGI).
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https://fenwayhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/our-health-matters.pdf
https://fenwayhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/our-health-matters.pdf
https://prideactiontank.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/SSNA-Final-Report-June-2021.pdf
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/health/covid-19s-invisible-toll-on-seattles-trans-community/
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/lgbt-community-harder-hit-by-economic-impact-of-pandemic.html

Southern Equality Research & Policy Center

A new project of the Campaign for Southern Equality (CSE), the Southern Equality
Research and Policy Center (SERPC) conducts independent research and develops
interventions to promote the legal and lived equality of LGBTQ Southerners.
Through their community-based research, their goal is to promote an increased
understanding of LGBTQ life in the South that is fact-based and can inform policies
and strategies to promote the health, equity, and well-being of LGBTQ people in the

region. In 2019 they released results of a Southern LGBTQ Health Survey and in 2018

they released a report of a Southern Trans Health Focus Group Project.

Transcend the Binary - Finding our Strength Survey & Michigan Trans Health Survey
Transcend the Binary created the Finding Our Strength community driven survey

because many in their community brace themselves in anticipation of discrimination.
Their research explored how pervasive this stress is throughout our daily life. The
survey is based on the Minority Stress Model, which indicates that chronic stress
adversely affects health. Transcend the Binary also partnered with University of
Michigan to create a survey about the quality of healthcare that the state’s t/gnc
community receives.
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https://southernequality.org/southern-equality-research-policy-center/
https://southernequality.org/2019-southern-lgbtq-health-survey/
https://southernequality.org/transhealthfocusgroupproject/
https://www.transcendthebinary.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Finding-Our-Strength-Survey-Report.pdf
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