FOCUSED INTERVENTION TEAM COMMUNITY OVERSIGHT GROUP (FITCOG) 

Meeting Notes

January 23rd, 2025

Video Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/8TP2Z281sierib0P7pnX_3FtOxwVdjIEIg1Rxro7qsW4fQuEwGb7rGZdrPhQ3ltm.iHhFWHSWZ-hNirT-?startTime=1737679869000 


	
	


	Members of FITCOG present: 
 
	Kimberely Dixon, Chair; Dr. Gina Ronning, Vice-chair; Patricia Garner; Earle Riley; Loudaquinn Whately; Lionel Irving; Dr. Reiko Williams; Victor Leo; Precious Bryan


	 
	

	Members of Portland Police Bureau (PPB) present: 
	Sgt. Daniel Barnard, Acting Sgt. Amy Li; Ofc. Taylor Woods; Ofc. Tyler Wyatt

	
Members of Public Safety Service 
Area (PSSA) present: 
 
	
Edith Thrower, Project Manager; Elisabeth Perez, Director of Enterprise Services PSSA 



	Members of Public present: 
 
	Robby Noche; LaShawna Thrower


	Note Taker: 
	Liz Taylor, Program Coordinator, PSSA 


	
Meeting Opened:  5:04 pm

Chair, Kimberely Dixon opened the meeting welcoming participants. 
Precious Bryan read Community Agreements. 

The group reviewed Consensus Overview document. 
FIT COMMUNITY-BASED LEARNING EXPERIENCE PROPOSAL
FITCOG members took a survey to temperature check where the members opinion lies with the FIT Community-Based Learning Experience Proposal. Poll questions included:  
1.) Do you support FIT officers and community members engaging in a shared learning program where community and FIT teach and learn from each other? 

2.)   Do you support the creation of a historical record of policing in Portland, as seen and created through the eyes of communities most impacted by police and gun violence to be used in training of the FIT? This record includes historical events, and landmark cases in Portland. 
 
 
3.)   Which of these topics would you support being covered (in an advanced manner) in a shared learning experience between FIT and community? 
·      Interruption of Implicit Bias
·      Trauma Informed & Trauma Responsive Police Stops
·      Landmark Cases which have contributed to the generational trauma of communities most impacted by gun violence and policing. 
·      Other (Please List) 

Results will be calculated for the next meeting’s agenda.
FIT SUMMARY
 Acting Sgt. Li gave the FIT Summary.
· [Slide] Shootings 1/8/25 – 1/14/25
· Shootings
· Last Week: 9
· 2025 Year to date: 60 (-6.31%)
· 2024 stats (same period): 64
· Persons injured in shootings
· Last week: 1
· 2025 Year to date: 9 (-30%)
· 2024 Stats (same period): 13
· Homicides
· Last week: 0
· 2025 Year to date: 1
· 2024 Stats (same period): 5
· Homicides by gunfire
· Last week: 0
· 2025 Year to date: 1
· 2024 Stats (same period): 3
· Assisted North precinct with a shooting on 1/11/25 at NE 24th Ave and NE Emerson. – Suspect was shooting gun in the air. Officers located the subject and FIT responded to assist with processing the crime scene. 
· Gun Arrest on 1/13/25 at NE MLK and NE Monroe St. – Traffic stop, driver did not have a license and insurance, had a firearm in the car. 
· Mom and child were also in the car. Everyone was very cooperative. FIT gave them gift card to buy diapers for the child. 
· Stolen vehicle with firearm on 1/17/25 at SE 122nd Ave and Powell Blvd. – Stolen vehicle with firearm in the car. 
· Car had previously run from FIT officers. Traffic stop was executed. Driver had gun in the car, seized for unlawful possession. Found the person that originally stole the car, and discovered it was a fraud scam using fake identities at the dealership. 
· Warrant arrest on 1/18/25 at N Fiske Ave and N Hunt St. – Female driver had warrant out of Polk County for Intimidation and Stalking
· Warrant arrest on 1/18/25 at I-84 and Lloyd Center – Traffic stop on 2 guys with warrants: DV Criminal Mischief and UUMV and PCS Meth.
· Shooting in SE Portland on 1/19/25 – FIT assisted with shooting where 2 dogs were shot.
· Over 100 casings recovered. They are continuing to do extra patrols in the area. 
· FIT Attended Community Events
· Community Safety talk with elderly in SE Portland. Spoke about how they can report crimes and keep themselves safe. Over 200 attendees.
· Night Sports at Boys and Girls Club – Handed out stickers and Slurpee tickets. 
· 2025 Junior Summit at Federal Courthouse – Spoke to students interested in law enforcement. 
Dr. G. Ronning asked for clarification on what it means when a person is being “evasive”.  
Ofc. Woods responded that when you interact with people repeatedly, you get a baseline for how people normally act around police. Sometimes people are nervous because they are the police, and sometimes people do odd stuff that leads them to believe that something else is off. One thing on its own isnt enough, but when people start doing multiple things, it leads them to believe that something might be off. 
E. Riley asked what the procedure is when someone reaches for their glove box but denies access to their registration.
Ofc. Woods clarified that “just because someone is being what I think is weird or evasive doesn’t necessarily give me any additional authority over them. It’s just kind of a piece of the puzzle.” 
Ofc Wyatt shared an example of behavior from a person with a backpack, clearly trying to not let the officers see what was inside. When she got out of the car, her bag fell open and a cup with methamphetamine fell out. 
Dr. G. Ronning asked if being evasive contributed to developing reasonable suspicion.
Ofc. Woods responded that it can, but it depends. Reasonable suspicion must be about a crime. You can’t just have reasonable suspicion that something isnt right. You must be able to clearly articulate what the crime is. 
Members of the FITCOG and FIT officers continued to discuss “evasiveness” and why the logic on a person acting odd, or unusual might be flawed. FITCOG members told stories about their own personal experiences with police. 
· FIT Upcoming Event:
· Girl Cops are Awesome event, 3/8/25.
· Upcoming Focus
· Trace down Active Guns
· There have been two guns that are active in Portland. Cases have been assigned to FIT for follow up. 
· High Visibility Patrol
· Focus on Inner SE and South end due to high casing counts and increased # of shootings.
Acting Sgt. Li spoke to the work that Officers Woods and Wyatt have been doing assisting homicide, robbery, and major crimes in solving cases. 
FIT Officers and FITCOG members continued their previous conversation on the use of jargon and evasive or odd behaviors, sharing more personal perspectives and stories. 
V. Leo shared about an upcoming Chinese New Year event at the Convention Center on Feb 1st, stating that organizers have invited officers and specifically Asian identifying officers to attend. 
Acting Sgt. Li responded that she and some other officers will be in attendance and doing some recruiting. 
Dr. G. Ronning commented “I just have a concern about how implied force may contribute to further fear and lack of trust.”
Acting Sgt. Li responded that every force event needs to be justified, and officers shouldn’t be using force just because someone looks nervous. She responded that FIT has a very low number of force incidents, but that they will take her comment into consideration. 
Dr. R. Williams asked about demographics and asked how they can integrate information about stops and race. 
K. Dixon responded that is something usually done in the confidential session, and she has spoken with Lt. Hill about bringing that back. 
FITCOG Members and FIT Officers again discussed the complicated issue of assumed behavior when the public interacts with police, and the harm that could be done by police to increase trauma responses and enhance so called suspicious behavior during stops. 

PUBLIC COMMENT
None
CONFIDENTIAL BRIEFING
Public Meeting Adjourned:  6:37pm
