CITY OF Robert L. Taylor, City Attorney
1221 SW 4% Avenue, Suite 430
PORTL AND, ORE GON Portland, Oregon 97204

Telephone: (503) 823-4047
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY Fax: (503) 823-3089

October 6, 2025

Mr. R. Jonas Geissler

Deputy Assistant Attorney General

Civil Rights Division

Via email only: Jonas. Geissler@usdoj.gov

RE:  United States v. City of Portland, 3:12-cv-02265-SI
Response to your letter of October 3, 2025
Please forward to Assistant Attorney General Dhillon

Dear Mr. Geissler:

Does the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice care about the Constitution
anymore? Many in Portland and across America have reason to be concerned about the
answer to that question.

In Portland, we appear to be witnessing the federal government engaging in unconstitutional
uses of force in violation of the Fourth Amendment against otherwise peaceful demonstrators
exercising their First Amendment rights. Examples include:

o Unjustified uses of force, by shoving peaceful veterans and elderly people to
the ground.!

e Indiscriminate use of impact munitions to disperse an otherwise peaceful
crowd.?

o Discharging pepper spray directly into the face of an otherwise peaceful
demonstrator.?

Further, it appears the federal government is engaging in prohibited viewpoint discrimination
by targeting demonstrators based on the content of their speech, while favoring those with
whom the federal government agrees. For example, it appears the federal government is
providing special access to the ICE facility for social media “influencers” who favor the

! Gosia Wozniacka, Federal Agents Knock Down Elderly Couple During Portland Protest, THE

OREGONIAN (Oct. 4, 2025), https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2025/10/federal-agents-knock-down-elderly-
couple-during-portland-protest.html

2 Gosia Wozniacka & Kristine de Leon, Federal Agents Use Tear Gas, Make Arrests as Portland ICE Protest
Swells, THE OREGONIAN, Oct. 5, 2025, at A8; Troy Brynelson & Erik Neumann, Hundreds Protest at ICE
Building After Trump’s Announcement of Troop Deployment to Portland, OPB (Sept. 28, 2025),

https:// www.opb.org/article/2025/09/28/hundreds-protest-portland-ice-trump-deployment/.

3 Jonathan Bach, Federal Officer Blasts Chemical Spray onto Nonviolent Protester, Video Shows, THE
OREGONIAN, Oct. 4, 2025, at A2.
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federal administration, while targeting with force those who use social media to document
the conduct of the federal government.*

If the Civil Rights Division is concerned about the Constitution, the Civil Rights Division
should ensure that all people — even those with whom the administration disagrees — receive
the equal protection of the First and Fourth Amendments. At present, it appears the Civil
Rights Division is failing that solemn duty in Portland and elsewhere in America.

Further, the City of Portland opposes what appears to be an effort by the Civil Rights
Division to politically weaponize the Amended Settlement Agreement in United States v.
City of Portland, 3:12-cv-02265-SI. The Court in that case approved an Independent
Monitor for many reasons, one of which was to ensure that the political whims of the federal
administration would not be used continually to move the goal posts and whipsaw the
community and our local law enforcement. It is the Independent Monitor’s job to assess
compliance with the Amended Settlement Agreement. It is entirely inappropriate for the
Civil Rights Division to try to use the Amended Settlement Agreement to score political
points on behalf of a federal administration that seems “untethered to the facts” and willing
to make decisions without even a “colorable basis” and beyond “the range of honest
judgment.” Oregon v. Trump, 3:25-cv-1756-IM, Document 56, pp. 22-23. Indeed, based on
the recent conduct of the federal government in Portland, it appears the Civil Rights Division
is abusing the Amended Settlement Agreement in bad faith and with unclean hands, which
must stop.

Moreover, the day after the U.S. District Court in Oregon issued a temporary restraining
order against the deployment of the Oregon National Guard in Portland, the federal
government nevertheless dispatched members of the California National Guard to

Portland. This action by the federal government appeared designed to circumvent a court
order in an effort to intentionally inflame an already difficult situation created by the federal
government itself. Yesterday evening the Court held an expedited motion for a second
temporary restraining order regarding the California National Guard deployment, and just
minutes before the hearing Portland learned that the Texas National Guard was also being
deployed to our city. The District Court found this conduct of the federal administration to
be in “direct contravention” of the Court’s initial temporary restraining order. This disregard
by the federal administration of a judicial order issued by the District Court of Oregon should
be of great concern to the Civil Rights Division. Thankfully, last night the District Court of

4 Fedor Zarkhin, Kristine de Leon, Lizzy Acker, Lillian Mongeau Hughes, Austin De Dios, Carlos Fuentes,
Matthew Kish, Jonathan Bach, Zaeem Shaikh, & Noelle Crombie, 24 Hours Outside Portland’s ICE Facility: Is
this what ‘Lawless Mayhem’ Looks Like?, THE OREGONIAN, Oct. 4, 2025, at A1; see

also Katie Daviscourt (@KatieDaviscourt), Twitter (Oct. 4, 2025, 8:43

PM), https://x.com/KatieDaviscourt/status/

19746817578837115172ref src=twsrc%SEgoogle%7Ctwcamp%5SEserp%7Ctwgr%SEtweet;

Daviscourt, Twitter (Oct. 3, 2025, 2:37 PM), https://x.com/KatieDaviscourt/status/1974227338167472474.
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Oregon granted a further temporary restraining order enjoining the deployment of the
National Guard from any state to Oregon.

If the Civil Rights Division is concerned about the rule of law guaranteed by the United
States Constitution, the Division should immediately ensure that the federal government
respects and adheres to court orders that bind the federal administration. However, many
Portlanders and other Americans may have reason to be concerned that the Civil Rights
Division will choose allegiance to a president who is “untethered to the facts” instead of the
rule of law and the Constitution.

Please do not fail Portland and please do not fail America. Please investigate — and stop —
the apparent First and Fourth Amendment violations occurring in Portland by the federal
government. Please ensure that the federal administration complies with orders of our
federal courts. Please show that the Civil Rights Division cares about the rule of law and the
constitutional protections guaranteed to everyone, including those with whom the federal
administration appears to disagree politically.

Sincerely,
/s/ Robert Taylor

Robert Taylor
Portland City Attorney

cc:

Heidi Brown, Chief Deputy City Attorney, Heidi.Brown@portlandoregon.gov
Sarah Ames, Deputy City Attorney, Sarah. Ames(@portlandoregon.gov

Lisa Rogers, Deputy City Attorney, Lisa.Rogers@portlandoregon.gov

Anil Karia, Counsel for Defendant-Intervenor, PPA, anil@psglawyers.com
Ashlee Albies, Counsel for Enhanced Amicus, AMAC, ashlee@albiesstark.com
Rian Peck, Counsel for Enhanced Amicus, AMAC, rian(@visible.law

Juan C. Chavez, Counsel for Amicus, MHA, jchavez@ojrc.info

Mark P. Smith, Court Monitor, mark.p.smith@portlandpolicemonitor.com

Via electronic email only.




