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Go forward go 
whether quick heeled or in oak stillness 
You do not need to be fully formed to go fully forward  
Forward o forward go in greening leaf or reddening ember 
forward into the dark go 
forward go not as pioneer––no  
go forward as seedling cracking itself into the light 
go forward as guest 

Go neither as settler nor leader 
nor bearer of any flag–– 
if there is a flag in your hands, bury it 
any flag that your hands can touch, bury it 
and see what then might sprout instead from those threads  
Weave new cloth woven by way of work 
woven by limbs threaded together hand in hand 
Holder of hand go forward 
go forward you forager of forest and fellowship 
You smile igniters you seed stirrers 
carry what little things you carry 
into the gentle asking earth awaiting our feet in a field one field over 
Go forward here––where country becomes coast  
and become water for what is forward to an ocean? 
In what direction lies progress––our shore or the farther? 

Move both ways 
Lead with what you have to offer 
Lighthouse your heart when you are lost 
Be quiet when your body has the floor 
Marry yourself to the listening 
Do not tarry in holding hands with the joy that pulls at us unseen 
Make action of patience 
––starling map yourself 
Be a beacon inside your own body 
Become a newer knowing of a world already here 
Eternal, always 
Collapse any edges 
Build low walls 
Lead together 
Opposite of conquer 
Apostles of outstretched vulnerability–– 
be called by sunshine to warm what needs warming 
be warmed by what already is warm 
––invite yourself  
to invite others to invite themselves to invite others 
What new affection may brood between us when we do? 
What corners of ourselves does the sky over us not touch?  
What together do we all sit under? 
We may not know where we are until we are there 
This is alright. This is okay 
Go forward not to go forward but  
to be going forward together 
From here where might we go?


