
 

Councilor Mitch Green 
Portland City Council, District 4 
1221 SW 4th Ave. # 240, Portland, OR, 97204 

Date: August 20, 2025  
 
To: Multnomah County Board of Commissioners 
Chair Jessica Vega Pederson, District 1 Commissioner Meghan Moyer, District 2 
Commissioner Shannon Singleton, District 3 Commissioner Julia Brim-Edwards, and 
District 4 Commissioner Vince Jones-Dixon 
 
From: Portland City Councilors 
District 4 Councilor Mitch Green, District 1 Councilor Candace Avalos, District 2 Councilor 
Sameer Kanal, District 3 Councilor Tiffany Koyama Lane, and District 3 Councilor Angelita 
Morillo 
 
Subject: Vote NO on Indexing, Means Testing, and Pausing the Preschool for All Tax 
 
Dear Multnomah County Commissioners,   
 
We write to urge you to reject the proposals to index the Universal Preschool (Preschool for 
All) tax to inflation, reject means testing, and reject the pause on collecting the tax. This 
program is a landmark achievement—one of the best in the nation—and we should be 
working to strengthen it, not undermine it.   
 
Voters approved this tax as-is, and altering it now would be an affront to the democratic 
process. Multnomah County’s highest earners do not need additional tax relief, especially 
in the wake of Trump’s "Big Beautiful Bill," one of the largest tax cuts in U.S. history. Instead, 
we must protect programs that serve working families and ensure Portland remains a place 
where young people can thrive. 
 
Preschool for All is an economic powerhouse, returning up to $12 for every dollar invested. 
It reduces disparities, boosts high school graduation rates, and lifts families out of poverty. 
Cutting its funding would harm not just children, but our entire local economy.   
 
Indexing the Preschool for All tax to inflation is not sound policy—it is a deliberate strategy 
to starve a successful public program. High-income households—the ones who pay this 
tax—are far less impacted by inflation than working families, as they are more likely to own 
homes (avoiding rising rents) and have greater wage bargaining power. Even Oregon’s own 
tax structure recognizes this disparity: while lower state income tax brackets are indexed, 
the highest bracket—starting at the same $125,000 threshold as the preschool tax—is not. 
Indexing would compound over time, slashing revenues just as rising costs demand more 
investment.  



 

Most importantly, this end-run around voters undermines the 2020 mandate that created 
Preschool for All. Any changes to the tax must follow the promised process—including a 
technical review and public engagement—not a rushed, backroom deal. And decisions 
about local governance certainly should not be made or preempted by state politicians. 
 
At a recent East Portland town hall on Preschool for All, many of us heard teachers and 
working-class families speak again and again about the difference this program makes in 
their lives and the lives of their children. We heard from caregivers who were excited to be 
able to finally return to their careers thanks to Preschool for All. We heard from teachers 
who received a raise because of Preschool for All, a critical boost when most preschool 
teachers earn well below a living wage. As one teacher from Wild Lilac, an early childhood 
education center in Foster-Powell, said, “We have a responsibility to fully fund this 
program, not give tax breaks to the wealthy.” 
 
Stand firm in support for this vital program. Vote no on indexing. Vote no on means testing. 
Vote no on pausing the tax. We will stand with you to defend and expand Preschool for All.   
 

Sincerely,

 

 
Councilor Mitch Green – District 4 

 

 
Councilor Candace Avalos – District 1 

 

 
Councilor Sameer Kanal – District 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Council Vice President Tiffany Koyama Lane – 

District 3 

 

 

 
Councilor Angelita Morillo – District 3 


