A neighborhood association is a group of neighbors, property owners, and business owners
who organize to help identify and solve issues in their community.

You can start a neighborhood association to build connections, solve problems, and create a
stronger community. Here's how you can get started:

Check with your District Coalition Office

Many neighborhoods already have a thriving neighborhood association. Check with your
district coalition office to see if a group already exists for you to join. You can find info about
your district coalition office at portland.gov/civic/myneighborhood.

Talk with Your Neighbors
Start by talking to people who live near you. Ask them what they love about the neighborhood
and what could be improved. If people seem interested, you're off to a great start.

Plan Your First Meeting

Pick a date, time, and place to gather. You can meet at a local coffee shop, a community
center or park, or your district coalition office. Spread the word through flyers, emails, and
social media.

Set Some Goals

At the meeting, talk about what your neighborhood association wants to achieve. Do you want
to make the neighborhood safer? Organize events? Fix public spaces? Write the goals down so
that everyone can understand and review them.

Elect Leaders
Every group needs people to keep things organized. Your neighborhood association must
have a president, a secretary, and a treasurer. You can create other officer positions.



Write Up Your Bylaws

Nonprofits follow simple rules called bylaws.
They explain how your group will work,
including who can join, how often you'll meet,
and how you will make decisions.

Be Welcoming

Your neighborhood association should be
open to anyone who lives in, owns property in,
or runs a business in your neighborhood.
Groups cannot deny membership based on
someone's race, color, religion, gender,
national origin, age, disability, or income. The
more people involved, the better!

Take Notes

At each meeting, write down what you discussed and decided. This helps keep things
organized and makes it easy for new members to catch up. After your members approve the
meeting minutes, submit them to your district coalition office.

Register with the City
To make it official, submit your bylaws and other documents to the Office of Community &
Civic Life. When your group is registered, you'll have access to City support and resources.

Learn more about Civic Life’s Neighborhood Program at: portland.gov/civic/myneighborhood

Promote the Common Good: The Office of Community & Civic Life is building stronger communities
by supporting and empowering Portlanders. We think, act, and partner with our communities to
better understand and take care of their diverse needs. We invite you to join us in this continuous,
much needed work to make our communities safer and more welcoming for all. Find out more:
www.portland.gov/civic
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