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Testify at Council Meetings 
Tap, tap, tap…is this microphone on? Every Wednesday, and 
sometimes Thursday afternoon, the City holds Council 
meetings in City Hall Chambers. Each Friday, the Council 
meeting agenda for the following week is posted on the 

City Auditor's website. Is there something that Council is 
discussing that impacts you, your family, and your 
community? Here are two ways to share your thoughts: 

1) Public testimony on resolutions and ordinances is a way 

to respond to an existing City issue being discussed during a 

council meeting. Sign up by 4:00pm the Tuesday before the 

meeting by clicking on the council agenda. On the day of the 

meeting, you'll have three minutes in front of the 

microphone. You can also email your testimony.

Reach Out, I'll Be There 
Another way to get the ear (pun intended) of your 
elected officials is by contacting their office by 
phone or sending them an email. They welcome 
your thoughts! You can find each of their contact 
information on the front page of the 
City of Portland's website. 

Commission Form of 
What? 
Portland's current governmental system is called a 
commission form of government. The five members of 
City Council serve as legislators and administrators of 
individual government agencies (called "bureaus"). 

Each City Commissioner is in charge of multiple bureaus. 
The Mayor is considered the fifth City Commissioner who 
holds two distinct powers: (1) they assign bureaus to 
each Commissioner and can reassign them at any time; 
and (2) they propose the annual budget. 

The Auditor conducts independent and neutral reviews 
on City of Portland programs and policies. They serve to 
support an accountable government. 

FACT: Galveston, TX was the first city to have a 
commission form of government, but they voted to lose 
that system in 1960. In 1913, eligible voters in Portland­
which excluded African Americans, Native peoples, 
first-generation Asian immigrants, people under 21 
years of age and most women-reduced the size of City 
Council from 11 to the model we have today. Portland is 
the only major city in the United States that retains its 
commission form of government. 
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https://www.portland.gov/council/agenda
https://www.portland.gov/council/agenda
mailto: cctestimony@portlandoregon.gov


https://www.portland.gov/council-clerk/engage#toc-sign-up-for-a-communication
https://www.portland.gov/council-clerk/engage#toc-sign-up-for-a-communication
https://www.portland.gov/council-clerk/watch
https://www.portland.gov/council-clerk/engage#toc-provide-testimony-on-an-agenda-item
https://www.portland.gov/council-clerk/engage#toc-provide-testimony-on-an-agenda-item


How to print 
this zine at 
home

1. Print Pages 1 & 2 of the PDF  

front-to-back. 
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Cut along the center 

line of the page. 

Fold along the center 

line of the page. 

1. Print Pages 3 & 4 of the PDF  

front-to-back. 

Assemble so that the 

cover is on the outside 

and the pages match 

this diagram

For this zine, the cover 

and the back cover are 

not numbered. 



Multnomah County Election Division:  

https://multco.us/elections

Sign up for Civic Life Updates:  

https://bit.ly/CivicLifeUpdates

Apply for a block party permit:  

https://bit.ly/BlockPartyReg

Complete list of Advisory Bodies:  

https://bit.ly/AdvisoryBodyList

City Council meeting agendas:  

https://bit.ly/WeeklyCouncilAgenda

Email your Council testimony:  

cctestimony@portlandoregon.gov

Sign up to give testimony during Wednesday’s 

City Council meetings:  

https://bit.ly/HowCouncilWorks

Watch Wednesday Council meetings online: 

www.portlandoregon.gov/video

COVID-19 impacts on Council meeting 

process: https://www.portlandoregon.gov/

auditor/26997

Contact information for City Commissioners 

and Mayor:  

www.portlandoregon.gov/

City of Portland COVID-19 resource page:  

www.portland.gov/novel-coronavirus-covid-19

Volunteer to slow spread of COVID-19:  

https://bit.ly/JointVolunteer

Find your neighborhood association:  

www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/28386

Nonprofit Association of Oregon’s  

volunteer page:  

https://bit.ly/NAOVolunteer

COVID-19 Resources in 12+ languages: 

www.safestrongoregon.org/

School Districts offering free lunch:  

https://bit.ly/OreEdFreeLunch

Portland Parks & Recreations  

free lunch & play: 

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/61921

Links for 
This is Your 
Portland
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