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Advisory bodies exist so that Portlanders can collaborate
with the City of Portland on government projects and
provide valuable insights on our diverse community needs
and interests.

The City of Portland has around 110 advisory bodies staffed by about 1,100 Portlanders advising the
City’'s 26 bureaus. The Advisory Bodies Program supports the citywide system through which Portlanders
can engage with their local government.

The Advisory Bodies Program supports the citywide system by:

* Providing training and resources for members to understand policies, practices, and procedures.
* Recruiting for and filling open advisory body positions.

* Creating templates for and ratifying bylaws, and ensuring advisory bodies follow the bylaws.

* Building strong relationships between advisory bodies and staff liaisons.

* Providing information and program updates to advisory body staff liaisons.

* Serving as a resource to City Council and bureaus regarding their advisory bodies.

+ Collecting and analyzing voluntary applicant demographic information.

* Creating and updating guidance and best practices for advisory bodies.

What are Advisory Bodies?

An advisory body is any City of Portland board, committee, or commission tasked with advising

City bureaus and special projects. Members of these bodies are volunteers from Portland’s diverse
communities who advise the City on policy and practices. These bodies cover a wide variety of issues and
interests including immigrant and refugee representation, historic building preservation, bicycle policy,
and more.

Office of Community & Civic Life 10of2


www.portland.gov/civic

ADVISORY BODIES PROGRAM

Here's how some of our advisory bodies work for
Portlanders:

» Cannabis Policy Oversight Team (CPOT): CPOT's
objective is to discuss and develop policies that support
equitable access and outcomes for the cannabis
industry, cannabis consumers, and all City of Portland
residents.

* Portland Clean Energy Fund (PCEF): PCEF's grant
program supports communities on the frontlines of ;
climate change, especially those facing financial and -
racial barriers. The advisory body evaluates applications | | f
for grants, makes recommendations to City Council, and i
ensures that the fund is achieving its goals of creating ,
clean energy and living-wage jobs. /

* Golf Advisory Committee (GAC): GAC advises the
Portland Parks Golf Program on golf-related matters.
These include the program's strategic plan, operating
budget and capital improvement projects, concession
sales, management and lease contracts and proposals,
marketing, attracting participants, and more.

Why do Advisory Bodies exist?

Advisory bodies exist so that Portlanders can collaborate with the City of Portland on government
projects and provide valuable insights on our diverse community needs and interests. Advisory bodies
also provide a space for City officials and communities to come together to hear appeals and concerns,
provide expertise and advocate, develop and implement code, review current practices, and plan future
services. Advisory bodies are part of what makes local government work—involving and empowering
Portlanders to have a say in the decisions that most impact their lives!

Interested in learning more or attending a meeting?

Most advisory body meetings are open to the public. Learn more about the Advisory Bodies Program,
find resources for advisory body members, and see the list of open positions on our website: portland.
gov/civic/advisorygroups. If you have questions, email us at AdvisoryBodies@PortlandOregon.gov!
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