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Purpose

The Northwest Hills Natural Areas Protection Plan provides the inventory, analysis,
and recommendations for protection of significant natural resources located on
the eastern slope of Portland’s Northwest Hills.  The project study area covers
6,000 acres stretching west from N.W. St. Helens Road and the Willamette
Greenway up to N.W. Skyline Boulevard, and north from the Willamette Heights
area to the Portland city limits near N.W. Newberry Road (see Map 1).

This document is one of several natural resource plans developed by the City of
Portland to comply with Oregon Land Conservation and Development
Commission (LCDC) Statewide Planning Goal 5 post-acknowledgement
requirements.  State Goal 5 requires all jurisdictions in Oregon “to conserve open
space and protect natural and scenic resources.”  The purposes of this document
are: (1) to identify and evaluate the location, quantity, and quality of natural
resources in the Northwest Hills, (2) to evaluate the economic, social,
environmental and energy (ESEE) consequences of allowing, limiting or
prohibiting land uses which conflict with identified resources, and (3) to develop
a program to protect significant resources.

Relation to Other Natural Resource Projects

The Northwest Hills Natural Areas Protection Plan is one of a series of plans to
protect significant natural resources in five major resource areas within the City
of Portland.  These five areas are: Columbia Corridor, Willamette River
Greenway, Johnson Creek Basin, East Portland Buttes and Uplands, and the West
Hills.  To date, resource protection plans have been implemented for all areas
except the East Portland Buttes and Uplands and the Tualatin Basin (a portion of
the West Hills).  Planning Commission and City Council hearings on the
remaining Goal 5 projects are forthcoming.

The Northwest Hills Natural Areas Protection Plan is integrated with other natural
resource projects.  The plan area is bounded on all sides by other resource
planning areas: the Willamette Greenway Plan (1987) to the east, the Balch Creek
Watershed Protection Plan (1991) to the south, the Skyline-Tualatin Plan (ongoing)
to the west, and a Wildlife Corridor Study undertaken by Multnomah County to
the north.  Other applicable projects (and their sponsors) include an inventory of
West Multnomah streams (Multnomah County Soil Conservation Service) and
the Metropolitan Urban Greenspaces Program (Metro), a project aimed at
inventorying and protecting greenspaces within the four-county metropolitan
region.
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Organization of the Plan

The Northwest Hills Natural Areas Protection Plan is organized into nine general
areas or chapters:

(1) Introduction
(2) Summary of City Council actions
(3) Background
(4) Policy framework
(5) Areawide inventory of natural resources
(6) General analysis of ESEE consequences
(7) Site-specific inventory and analysis
(8) Protection measures
(9) Adopting ordinance
(10) Bibliography

Adopted zoning for the Northwest Hills is contained in the city’s Official Zoning
Maps.  These maps and other reference materials (e.g., Statewide Planning Goal
5, Goal 5 Administrative Rule and the Portland Zoning Code) are available at the
Portland Permit Center.
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This brief chapter summarizes the implementation measures for the Northwest
Hills Natural Areas Protection Plan.  These measures and adopted Zoning Code
language are presented in more detail in Chapter 8.

On July 31, 1991, City Council adopted Ordinance No. 164517 which authorized
the following actions:

• Adoption of the Northwest Hills Natural Areas Protection Plan report
including the Goal 5 inventory, analysis and recommendations;

• Amendments to Portland’s Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies to
refer to the Northwest Hills Natural Areas Protection Plan;

• Adoption of the Northwest Hills Natural Areas Protection Plan Policies
and Objectives as the policy document for the area;

• Amendments to Title 33, Planning and Zoning, and Title 34,
Subdivisions and Partitioning Regulations, to implement the Northwest
Hills Natural Areas Protection Plan and create the Skyline Plan District;

• Amendments to Comprehensive Plan map designations and Official
Zoning Maps to apply the environmental zones, change base zones and
correct Open Space mapping errors;

• Adoption of an exception to Statewide Planning Goal 4, Forest Lands, to
meet Federal Clean Water Act requirements and comply with Statewide
Planning Goal 6, Air, Water and Land Resources Quality;

• Repeal of Water Feature designations from the Northwest Hills planning
area;

• Repeal of Scenic Resources zoning map designation from areas receiving
an environmental overlay zone; and

• Repeal of Temporary Prohibition on Forest Disturbance from the
Northwest Hills planning area.
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