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Citywide Environmental Overlay Zone
Map Refinement Project

Summary

The purpose of the Citywide Environmental Overlay Zone Map Refinement Project is to more
accurately map the boundaries of Environmental Overlay Zones. The boundaries of
Environmental Protection Zones (EP) and Environmental Conservation Zones (EC) are affected.
All of the adopted boundary changes are consistent with previously adopted policies, Economic,
Social, Environmental, and Energy (ESEE) analyses, and the findings of the City’s adopted
environmental plans.

This project is part of the City’s conversion of official zoning maps from mylar/paper based
maps to a computer Geographic Information System (GIS) base. GIS can more accurately
display information such as topography, structures and roads, property lines, vegetation, and
water features. This greater accuracy and detail was used to refine the boundaries of the
Environmental Overlay Zones. The refinements are based solely on the more accurate and
precise computer information. There are no changes to the original resource inventories.

As a result of the Environmental Zone Streamline Project adopted in April, 1995, City Council
directed the Bureau of Planning to increase the accuracy of the environmental zoning maps by
taking advantage of the most up to date topographic and aerial photo information available. The
Citywide Environmental Overlay Zone Map Refinement Project carries out this recommendation
with the added precision provided by GIS.

The Bureau of Planning occasionally receives requests for Environmental Overlay Zone map
error corrections. This project addresses those citizen requests. Rather than conducting multiple
individual land use reviews for each map error correction, this project addresses the citizen
generated requests through a legislative procedure.
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DISCUSSION

Map Refinements

The map refinements are based on the ability of GIS to display information with great accuracy.
Previously, information such as topography, structures and roads, property lines, vegetation, and
water features were shown on separate maps. The more sophisticated GIS system combines all
information on one map. Additionally, the GIS information is approximately registered to
Multnomah County base maps, which contain property line and right-of-way information to an
accuracy of plus or minus two feet. This greater accuracy and detail was used to make
refinements to the Environmental Overlay Zone boundaries. Maps showing the adopted
refinements begin on page 9.

The majority of the map refinements are based on an Environmental Zone Streamline Project
recommendation to re-visit the environmental zone mapping and take advantage of the most
current information to refine the edges of the environmental zone boundaries. Other refinements
were based on individual requests for map error corrections. Many of the areas affected by the
refinements were cross checked on the ground.

All of the changes are consistent with the adopted policies, the Economic, Social, Environmental,
and Energy (ESEE) analysis, and findings of the City’s previously adopted environmental plans.
Identified significant resources are not removed from the environmental zone and conflicting use
decisions are not altered. The map changes are based on the resources identified in the various
City inventories and ESEE analyses.
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The following detail taken from quarter section map number 4126, illustrates the nature of these
refinements. The shaded area indicates where environmental zoning was removed or altered.
The topography in the area where environmental zoning has been added clearly shows the true

stream location.
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Public Participation

A Public Review Draft of the proposal was released on April 10, 1998. Over 140 copies of the
Public Review Draft were distributed.

Two public workshops were held in mid-April. The first took place on April 20, 1998, from 6:30
pm until 9:30 pm in the Eastmoreland Hospital, Upper Board Room. The second workshop took
place on April 21, 1998, from 6:00 pm until 9:00 pm at the Multnomah Center. Two sets of
maps were available for public review at these workshops; one showing existing Environmental
Overlay Zone boundaries and a second showing the proposed changes to the boundaries overlaid
on topography, structures and roads, and property lines.

Over 45 people attended the workshops and thirty additional map refinements were identified as
a result of public input.

Notice of the public workshops was sent to all affected property owners on March 27, 1998. The
notice identified the name and phone number of the Bureau of Planning staff member in charge
of this project. Individuals who were unable to attend the workshops were invited to schedule an
appointment to go over the maps with the staff planner.

In addition to announcing the public workshops, the notice also contained information about the
Planning Commission public hearing which was held on May 26, 1998. Six people testified
during the hearing after which Planning Commission unanimously approved the Bureau of
Planning proposed draft.

The City Council held a public hearing on June 24, 1998. Seven people testified regarding three
different properties. The City Council voted 4-0 to adopt the Planning Commission Report and
the Planning staff addendum, after removing quarter sections 2016, 2017, 2116, and 2117 from
the proposal. No other changes to the proposal were made.
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Adopted Environmental Overlay Zone Maps
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Base Zones and Overlay Zones

Map Map
Name - Symbol | Name Symbol
Open Space oS Employment Zones:
General Employment 1 EG1
Single-Dwelling Zones: General Employment 2 EG2
Residential Farmn/Forest RF Central Employment EX
Residential 20,000 R20
Residential 10,000 R10 Industrial Zones:
Residential 7,000 R7 General Industrial 1 I1IG1
Residential 5,000 R5 General Industrial 2 IG2
Residential 2,500 R2.5 Heavy Industrial IH
Multi-Dwelling Zones: Overlay Zones:
Residential 3,000 R3 Aircraft Landing Zone h
Residential 2,000 R2 Alternative Design Density Zone a
Residential 1,000 R1 Buffer Zone b
High Density Residential RH Design Zone d
Central Residential RX Environmental Zones:
Institutional Residential IR Environmental Concern c
Environmental Protection p
Commercial Zones: Future Urban Zone f
Neighborhood Commercial 1 CN1 | Greenway Zones:
Neighborhood Commercial 2 CN2 River Natural n
Office Commercial 1 Co1 River Recreational r
Office Commercial 2 CcOo2 River General g
Mixed Commercial/Residential CM River Industrial i
Storefront Commercial Cs Interim Resource Protection Zone sec
General Commercial CG Portland Intemmational Noise Impact Zone  x
Central Commercial CX Light Rail Transit Station Zone t
- Scenic Resources Zone s
Comprehensive Plan Map Designations
That Have More Than One Corresponding Zone
- Map - Map
Name Symbol | Name Symbol
Neighborhood Commercial (NC) | Mixed Employment (ME)
Office Commercial (OC) |Industrial Sanctuary (IS)
Urban Commercial (UC)

April 14, 1993
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