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Additional Information: The new standards align with the three tenets (context; public realm; quality 
and resilience) and the new guidelines. The required standards will apply to all development in the 
design overlay that choose to go through the design plan check. If an applicant is unable to meet 
the required standards, they will go through a discretionary design review. For this reason, the 
required standards are fewer in number and are the highest priority for new development.  
 
The optional standards, on the other hand, offer an applicant a choice of development features 
supported by the Comprehensive Plan that best suit their project. The optional standards achieved 
must meet a required amount of points, depending on site size. Those standards are summarized 
below. The number of required standards and availability of optional points achieves a reasonable 
balance across the three tenets. 

 
• Context-related standards: These standards provide an opportunity for development to 

respond to the surrounding natural and built environment and the site itself. The context 
standards are split into the following categories:  Building Massing and Corners, Landscaping, 
Older Buildings/History, and Adjacent Natural Areas. 
 

• Public Realm-related standards: These standards support development that contributes 
positively to the adjoining sidewalks, streets, and trails. They encourage spaces on the ground 
floor that support a range of uses and offer people a welcoming and comfortable experience. 
The public realm standards are split into the following categories: Ground Floors, Entries/Entry 
Plazas, Weather Protection, Utilities, Vehicle Areas, and Art and Special Features. 

 
• Quality and Resilience-related standards: These standards provide an opportunity for 

development of quality buildings that provide benefits to current users and can adapt to future 
changes. They also provide an opportunity for successful site design. The quality and resilience 
standards are split into the following categories: Site Planning and Pedestrian Circulation, On-
site Common Areas, Windows and Balconies, Building Materials, and Rooftops. 
 

  
 

 

Code Sections Affected: Design Standards are found in Chapter 33.420.050.C Design Standards.   
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