
 

 
 
 

 
Noise Review Board 

Minutes 
1/14/15 

 
Present: David Sweet, Melissa Stewart, Paul van Orden 
Absent: Carol Gossett, Julie Greb 
 
Minutes: Kathy Couch 
 
Call to order – 6:06 pm 
 
This meeting does not meet the conditions for a quorum. A meeting may be called to order if three members are 
present, but a vote may not take place unless three voting members are present.  Although Paul is a member of the 
board, he is not a voting member. Accordingly, the meeting will be conducted on the record with minutes and recording. 
Since the board is unable to make an official decision, David will delegate authority to the Noise Control Officer to 
render any decisions that need to be made between now and the February 11 meeting.  At that time, he would rather 
not reopen the case, but rather ask the board to ratify to make it official.  
 
Andersen Construction Block 17 Request for Variance for 7 extended work days between 5 am- 9 pm.  
Testifying for Andersen: Thomas Quesenberry and Jared Kowalewski   
 
Andersen is requesting 7 days that extend beyond permitted construction work hours.  The request consists of 4 days for 
concrete pours and 3 days for demobilization and disassembly of their tower crane.  The stated reason for the request 
for extended time is the large quantity of pour and the amount of square footage. David asks for an explanation for why 
additional time for those activities is needed. They respond, with regard to concrete pours, with the number of yards 
needing to be poured they are unable to stop the pour midway for structural safety issues. They start early to they don’t 
force their crews to work late into the night.  Even with this, it’s still a long day. 
The concrete needs time to set up and finish.  With the cold weather it’s been taking longer to get done even using the 
accelerator to help set up to make the pour faster.  Loud noise begins at 6 am for pumps running and moving trucks.  
This part wraps up between 4-6 pm, with concrete finishing after that. During finishing, power trowels and hand tools 
are used. The end of the day is pouring of columns. The job is less noisy once the pumps are done. 
For crane disassembly and demobilization, Set up is on Thursday.  Set up means that they use this day to build a crane to 
demobilize the tower crane. On Friday they will be disassembling the tower crane.  The goal is to be completed on 
Friday.  Saturday is for demobilizing the tower crane and moving it out.  They are asking for 3 days purely for wiggle 
room, in case something goes very wrong. Giving 3 days is for wiggle room. They strongly want to avoid working on 
Sunday  



 

There are safety concerns in the process of crane demobilization.  The crane is at its most unstable during disassembly. 
They also need time when they are able to limit pedestrians and traffic. Typically, they like to do this on weekends for 
safety issues.  They will not be working the other trades the day they are taking the crane down.  Again, this is for safety 
concerns.  
 
Public Testimony 
Gwenn Seemel, Brooks Hickerson and David Vanadia testify against granting a variance to Block 17 
  
More elaboration on the Block 17 variance request 
Paul specifies that between 5-7 am and 6-9 pm, they will need smart alarms for the pours, as opposed to back-up 
beepers.  Concrete truck limited to no more than two trucks maximum, with two waiting. Andersen says that they are 
staging their trucks to be lined up onsite. They are planning for 3 trucks waiting.  
The estimated next pour is Thursday, January 22,and then between January 30 and February 3rd. The final 2 pours are 
scheduled for the middle of February.  This will be the final slab.  They will then break for variance times until May.  
 
Since the concrete pours are on upper stories, they also use a secondary pump to push the concrete up. Also, vibrators 
are used to help liquefy the concrete.  
 
Tangentially, Paul asked about the prevalence of concrete getting stuck in pipes recently in the Pearl District.  He asked 
either of the construction company representatives if they had noticed this, and if so, why this was happening.  It was 
explained that with continuous flight auger frilling, there are a lot of bends in the concrete pumping lines, and along with 
relative humidity and the material used in the lines, and causes more clogs that take a long time to flush out in order to 
resume work. 
 
Lacking a quorum, no formal decision was rendered.  David requested that the Noise Control Officer draw up a variance 
for approval by the full board at the next meeting that grants up to 7 days to work outside permitted hours. There will 
be no Sunday work approved.  Permitted variance hours are between 5 am and 9 pm, with 4 days allocated for concrete 
pours and 3 for disassembling and demobilizing the tower  crane.  David recommends that during the hours of 5am-7am 
and 6pm-9pm back up beepers be disabled or switched to smart alarms during these hours. He also suggests that the 
Noise Control Officer require Andersen to work with him to arrange an alternate spot for staging of additional trucks if 
there are more than five concrete trucks onsite at any time.  Additional trucks should be staged in such a manner that 
they would not disturb residents, especially during the variance hours. When dates are certain, Andersen should post on 
their Facebook page and inform by email anyone who has requested that information, with as much notice as possible. 
Melissa Stewart concurs. 
 
David clarifies that he does not expect Anderson to come back to the February meeting.  He expects Paul to work up a 
variance and the board may ratify at the next meeting, unless Paul has any questions regarding the next two pours. 
 
Walsh Construction Variance Request for Extended Workdays for 2 days between 5:00 am – 8:00 pm 
Testifying for Walsh – Erik Holte and Joe Bowles 
The construction project is located between NW 12th & 13th and NW Raleigh and Savier, to be used for affordable 
housing.  The project, when completed, will have 6 stories, two levels of concrete, one parking garage level below grade, 
a deck that’s at grade and an elevated deck that’s the second pour. Above that is wood frame. Structurally, the way the 
building is broken up, there are eight concrete pours.  One of them is small enough that they feel thay can complete 
during normal work hours, but the other seven are such a size that it’s physically impossible to place and finish during a 
given work day. 
 
There are 2 pours scheduled to occur roughly  January 21 and February 2 before the Noise Review Board next meets.  



 

They are here in order to procur a variance for the first two pours starting at 5:00 am. 
Paul clarifies that Walsh came in the prior week to get a variance for the pours, as they typically have done in the past, 
and then learned that any variances for construction within the Pearl District needs to come before the board. 
Erik explains that the 1st pour is the NW corner of the basement slab and is as far away from residents as possible. They 
will be brining the trucks in on Savier Street and staged on NW 14th. The subsequent pour on February 2nd will be on the 
SW corner.  Access for concrete trucks is the corner of 13th and Raleigh. Staging is west of 14th. 
 
David wonders if they could skew the hours from 6 9 
They explain that in order to get a large batch of concrete dispatched, you need to do it early. The company that 
supplies their concrete is also supplying Andersen, Hoffman, and many other companies. In order for them to pour 650 
yards placed before the rest of the customers come on line.  If they were to ask that concrete be delivered at 7 am, they 
would be turned down by the concrete company. It also has to do with traffic on the road. Getting enough concrete 
trucks on the road to do a continuous pour is almost impossible during rush hour traffic. The place they get the concrete 
from is on Front Street.  Trains are a factor.  If the concrete trucks get halted by trains, that’s when you see ten trucks 
show up at once. They are producing a finished product with each pour and would like to do it in daylight hours, when 
there is enough light.  
 
David says that even if the NRB had a quorum, they wouldn’t be issuing a noise variance because no notice was given to 
neighbors, but since some neighbors are here, he would love to hear their comments tonight. 
 
Public Testimony  
David Vanadia and Gwenn Seemel 
Testimony consisted of asking clarifying questions regarding lights, parking, and entrance and exit routes of concrete 
trucks 
He then asked if they have any suggestions as to how communication can be improved that would benefit the 
construction companies and the community. Walsh offers to email David and Gwenn with any information.  Gwenn tells 
him they have been talking with their apartment manager and have been told that Walsh is doing a very good job 
communicating.  Gwenn asks him to be very aware of communicating with residents as the project moves forward.  
 
Walsh will call CalPortland and makes sure that the backup beepers are off during the variance time. 
 
 Lacking a quorum, no formal decision was rendered.  David requested that the Noise Control Officer draw up a variance 
for approval that grants up to 2 days to work outside permitted hours for concrete pours approximately January 21st 
and  
February 2nd. Permitted variance hours are between 5 am and 8 pm, with David recommends that during the hours of 
5am-7am and 6pm-8pm back up beepers be disabled or switched to smart alarms during these hours. When dates are 
certain, Walsh should inform by email anyone who has requested that information, with as much notice as possible.  
 
Walsh then is released, and will come back before the board for the February meeting. 
 
There is a discussion with David and Gwenn about noise levels and zones.  EX Zone is 75dBA, reduced by 5dBA because 
they predate the sound source.  The noise levels would then be 70 dBA until 10 pm, 65 dBA after 10 pm at receiver’s 
property line.  There is then an exchange about “grace periods” for construction. There has been a perception that Paul 
has said there is a 30 minute grace periods and he explains this is not the case, but if someone begins around 15 minutes 
early, he needs to be judicious in citations, and citing for a very small amount of time once in a while such as this would 
not be well considered. David would expect that even if this was an ongoing issue, he would expect Paul to begin with a 
conversation, as opposed to a citation. 



 

David asks about Bob Ball’s citation and amount fined.  They wonder why Paul won’t write a letter with them about 
construction. Paul asks them to filter questions through Livability Manger Theresa Marchetti, in order to allow Paul to 
spend time with the remainder of noise complainants.  He feels that letter would be best served coming from the Noise 
Review Board as opposed to him. 
 David explained about the timeline of short term construction variances and why Walsh did not come in earlier. 
Discussion ensued on appeal process. David suggests that Walsh does not get the variance because he feels there has 
not been due process. David explains that he is not going to halt a major construction project because the construction 
company did not know that they would now need to go before the NRB for project components traditionally handled by 
noise staff. 
 
Everyone leaves at 7:51. (No formal adjournment occurred) 
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