
 
 
April 30, 2025 
 
Portland City Auditor, Ombudsman  
1221 SW Fourth Ave, Room 310  
Portland, Oregon 97204 
 
RESPONSE LETTER 
 
To:  Deputy Ombudsman Tony Green 
 
We appreciate the diligent investigation outline in your report. We recognize the value of the 
findings and are committed to addressing concerns.  Upon careful review of the 
recommendations, we are taking the following steps: 
 

1. Site Specific Requirements: The private road for the Cherry Blossom Complex is required 
to have a 20-foot width. The intent is to provide space for fire apparatus to pass one 
another during fire-ground operations.  

2. Communication: The Homeowner association (HOA) will be notified in writing that a 20-
foot-wide road is required for fire apparatus access. The private road for the Cherry 
Blossom complex is wide enough to allow parking on one side.  Approved parking is on 
the side of the road that is delineated with pavers. The HOA is responsible for maintaining 
20-feet clear width from the pavers to the curb to ensure apparatus deployment will not 
be compromised. 

3. Outreach: Portland Fire & Rescue members will be available for a community meeting 
with the HOA and/or residents to answer any questions and address concerns. 

Portland Fire & Rescue is committed to written communication as outlined above. We also 
recognize that fire apparatus access is critical for effective fire and emergency response.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
Kari Schimel 
Fire Marshal 
Portland Fire & Rescue 


