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Introduction

This guide is intended to be used as a comprehensive tool for prospective candidates in
the City of Portland in preparation for the November 2026 election. Comments and
suggestions about this guide are welcomed and can be made by contacting Portland
City Elections.

Candidates are responsible for understanding and complying with the City’s Charter,
Code, and Administrative Rules as well as all relevant laws and requirements that apply
to participating candidates in the City’s public financing of campaigns through the Small
Donor Elections program. Although every effort has been made to present clear and
accurate information, the applicable state or local law, and not this guide, is the official
source. If any information in this guide conflicts with any legal authority, the relevant
legal authority should be followed.
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What's new

The following items are new to this Candidate Guide or have updated information for the
2026 election cycle. More detailed information can be found on each item in their
individual sections.

Minor changes in state and City campaign finance thresholds and limits. For City
limits, the changes apply inflation. To see this refer to the Contribution Limits
section. For more information, also see the Contributions section of the Portland
City Elections Campaign Finance Guide.

In accordance with state law, incumbent candidates now have a separate filing
deadline. To see this and other important deadlines refer to the 2026 Election
Calendar section.

Candidate filing fees have increased. New filing fees can be found in Method 1:
Filing by Declaration of Candidacy and Fee section.

The process for obtaining a filing fee waiver has been updated and streamlined.
Filing fee waiver updates can be found in Method 2: Filing by Declaration of
Candidacy with Fee Waiver section.

New and anticipated updates to campaign finance provisions for the City Auditor.
For more information, see the What's New section of the Portland City Elections
Campaign Finance Guide.

New changes to state law require online posting of information such as candidate
names, offices sought, and filing forms by specific deadlines. For more
information on requesting exemption of residence addresses, see the Residence
Address Exemption Request section.
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About Portland City Elections and the
Portland City Auditor

Portland City Elections is in the independent office of the City Auditor. The City Auditor
oversees City of Portland’s elections processes and enforcement of City campaign
finance laws.

The City Auditor’s Office provides independent and impartial programmatic reviews,
access to public information, and services for City government and the public through its
Audit Services, Ombudsman, Council Clerk, Operations Management, Archives and
Records Management, Hearings Office, and Elections divisions.

Portland City Elections supports the City Auditor’s Office mission to ensure open and
accountable government and Office values of accountability, transparency, customer
service, inclusion, and equity.

Portland City Elections oversees City of Portland’s elections processes and enforces
City Charter campaign finance laws. City Elections works with the State of Oregon and
Multnomah, Clackamas, and Washington Counties to oversee City elections, certify
candidates and measures to the ballot, and certify official elections results.

Contact Portland City Elections

Outgoing communications from Portland City Elections will be primarily by email, unless
specified otherwise.

Web portland.gov/elections

Email elections@portlandoregon.gov
Phone (503) 823-4022

Office City Hall

1221 SW 4th Avenue, Room 130
Portland, OR 97204

Portland City Elections Candidate Guide for November 2026 Election
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Offices and qualifications

City offices on the ballot in November 2026

The City offices listed below will be on the ballot at the November 3, 2026, General
Election. All terms of office begin on January 1 and end on December 31 following the
relevant General Election.

« City Councilor, District 3 (three seats) [four-year term]
« City Councilor, District 4 (three seats) [four-year term]
« City Auditor [four-year term]

City office qualifications

To be eligible to run as a candidate, you must meet and maintain the following minimum
qualifications as of November 3, 2025, unless otherwise specified. Please see
Residency Requirements section for additional information on proof of residency and
district boundaries. A checklist for filing for office can be found in Appendix C.

City Auditor

« Citizen of the United States and of the State of Oregon (Oregon resident)

« Resident of the City of Portland

« Registered voter in the City of Portland

« Certified as a Certified Public Accountant, Certified Internal Auditor, or Certified
Management Accountant at the time of filing to be on the ballot (and if elected,
must maintain certification throughout their term)

City Councilor of District 3 or 4

« Citizen of the United States and of the State of Oregon (Oregon resident)
« Resident of the relevant Council district
« Registered voter in the relevant Council district

Residency requirements

In addition to being a citizen of the United States and of Oregon (that is, a resident of
Oregon), to be a candidate you must establish that you reside in the electoral district of
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the office you are running for at least 1 year prior to November 3, 2026. For more
details, read the Residency Verification Process for the City of Portland section.

« For Auditor, the relevant electoral district is the City of Portland.
« For Council seats, you must reside within the seat’s district boundary.

City of Portland district boundaries

The City’s Independent District Commission sets the boundaries of each City Council
district and will reconvene in 2031. The following maps can help in identifying the
boundaries relevant to each office:

« District Boundaries Map (interactive map outlining districts with demographic
information)

« Portland Interactive Map (includes address look-up tool and zoom-in capability)

For additional information on election maps and data, visit the Portland elections map
and data website.

Figure 1: Map of City of Portland Districts

City of Portland
District Plan Map

Adopted by the Independent District Commission
August 21,2023
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Residency verification process for the City of Portland

Portland City Elections coordinates with county elections officials to verify residency and
voter registration requirements for candidate applicants. To satisfy residency
requirement, candidate applicants must reside in the electoral district for which they are
running for at least 1 year prior to November 3, 2026. Residency is typically established
by comparing the address information you provide on your candidate filing
documentation with your voter registration on file with the county in which you reside. To
avoid delays, we recommend ensuring your voter registration is current prior to the
deadline to establish residency. City Elections may follow up if more documentation is
required to establish residency.

Factors an election official may consider may include those listed under ORS 247.035
(Rules to Consider in Determining Residence of Person for Voting Purposes):

« Utility bills or mail addressed to the candidate

« Driver’s license or other government identification
« Motor vehicle registration

« Federal or state income tax documents

If additional proof of residency is requested, it is the candidate’s responsibility to provide
additional documentation with sufficient processing time for City Elections to certify
candidates qualified to the ballot with Multnomah County.

Portland City Elections Candidate Guide for November 2026 Election
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2026 Election calendar

November 3, 2025 Last day to meet residency requirement

June 3, 2026 First day to file as a City candidate

July 1, 2026 Small Donor Elections: Mandatory training deadline

July 20, 2026 Small Donor Elections: Last day to file Notice of Intent

August 18, 2026 Last day for incumbents to file as a City candidate

August 25, 2026 Last day for non-incumbents to file as a City candidate

August 25, 2026 Deadline for candidates to submit voters’ pamphlet
information to Counties

August 28, 2026 Last day for City candidates to withdraw, receive a filing
refund, and avoid appearing on the ballot

September 3, 2026 Deadline for City to submit candidates to County for
inclusion on the ballot

September 22, 2026 7-day ORESTAR campaign finance reporting begins

October 13, 2026 Last day to register to vote for the General Election

October 14, 2026 Ballots are mailed to voters

October 27, 2026 Last day to file Write-in Certification

November 3, 2026 Municipal General Election

November 30, 2026 Deadline for County to deliver Abstract of Votes to the City

December 16, 2026 Last possible date for City to certify election results

December 18, 2026 Small Donor Elections: Last day to return unspent public
funds

January 1, 2027 First day of office

Small Donor Elections Program deadlines are based on the Small Donor Elections
calendar.
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Candidate education

The information in this section is meant to be educational and to help candidates
understand their role and the election process. This section covers the mayor-council
form of government and the method of ranked choice voting used to elect Portland’s
leaders. In addition to what is included in this section, two virtual and recorded
candidate workshops will be offered by Portland City Elections to further help
candidates understand the rules and processes they will need to navigate. Learn more
about upcoming workshops on our website at www.portland.gov/elections.

Candidates play a vital role in sharing accurate information with voters about their ballot
and the electoral process. Convincing someone to vote for you will be of little help if
they do not understand how to vote!

Mayor-council form of government

In 2022, Portland voters approved changes to the City Charter, including a change of
form of government, the use of ranked choice voting, and the creation of geographic
City districts. In 2025, the mayor-council form of government was implemented with
newly elected officials. The mayor-council form of government replaced the commission
form of government and includes a legislative 12-member City Council elected by
districts and that focuses on setting policy, and a mayor elected citywide to run the
City's day-to-day operations, with the help of a professional city administrator. The
Council does not oversee day-to-day operations of Portland bureaus. Instead, the
executive mayor leads the administrative operations of the City.

The 12-member legislative Council is responsible for:

« Setting policy;

« Making appropriations, raising revenues, and adopting the City budget by
ordinance;

« Convening public meetings, gathering input, debating, and evaluating public
policy choices, and adopting laws or policies to reflect those choices; and

« Exercising quasi-judicial power to apply laws and policies.

The executive Mayor is responsible for:

« Managing city services with the help of the City Administrator;

« Adopting administrative rules and executes laws;

« Administering bureaus, employees, facilities, and resources and ensuring the
City is using appropriated funds effectively; and

Portland City Elections Candidate Guide for November 2026 Election
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« Introducing matters before City Council with the same authority as a councilor
and voting in the case of a tie.

The Portland City Auditor is independent of the Mayor and Council and accountable
only to the public. The Auditor, assisted by Chief Deputy City Auditor, oversees:

« The Council Clerk;

« Portland City Elections;

« Audit Services;

« Hearings Office;

« The City Ombudsman; and
« The City Archivist.

The City Auditor’s Office promotes open and accountable government by providing
independent and impartial reviews, access to public information, and services for City
government and the public.

Portland City Elections Candidate Guide for November 2026 Election
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Ranked choice voting

In 2022, Portland voters approved changes to the City Charter, including a change of
form of government, the use of ranked choice voting, and the creation of geographic
Portland City Council districts. In 2024, Portlanders used ranked choice voting for the
first time to elect all leaders in the new form of government. Going forward, elections will
be staggered every two years. Offices for Auditor and Portland City Council Districts 3
and 4 will appear on the ballot together every four years. In alternating even years when
those offices are not on the ballot, offices for Mayor and Portland City Council Districts 1
and 2 will appear on the ballot.

In the November 2026 General Election, the Auditor will be elected in a citywide contest
using single-winner ranked choice voting, while six Councilors (three each from Districts
3 and 4) will be elected using multi-winner ranked choice voting.

In either case, the voter has the same experience with the ballot, ranking up to six of
their preferred candidates. The voter can only vote for Councilors within the district they
are registered in. The ballot will show each eligible office listed on the ballot with
corresponding candidates and space for write-in candidate options. A voter will then
make up to six selections for each of the offices on their ballot, ranking their choices in
order of preference.

The difference between single-winner and multi-winner contests only becomes apparent
once ballot tabulation begins. Some differentiating characteristics between the two
voting types are included here.

Single-winner ranked choice voting (applies Auditor contest)

« Once a candidate receives more than half of the votes in a given round, that
candidate is declared the winner.

« If no winner is determined in a round, the candidate with the fewest votes is
eliminated. Votes for that candidate are shifted to those voters’ next choice.

« A new round begins, and this continues until a winner is declared.
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Figure 2: Flowchart description of how ranked choice voting works

How does ranked-choice voting work?

Rank up to 6
candidates in order of
preference

Top choice on each
ballot is counted

v

Does one candidate /’/\‘\
il M W M W have a majority of the @

Votes for remaining
Lm M Wi M W votes? That candidate is ]

candidates are

M M counted again the winner!

Eliminated
candidates’ votes Candidate in the
shift to those last place is
voters’ next eliminated
choices

Multi-winner ranked choice voting (applies to City Council
contests)

« Any candidate receiving more than 25 percent of the votes in a round is declared
a winner.
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« If any candidate has received more votes than required to win, their extra votes
are shifted to those voters’ next choice. (See Surplus votes below for an
analogy.)

« If no winner is determined in a round, the candidate with the fewest votes is
eliminated. Votes for that candidate are shifted to those voters’ next choice.

« A new round begins, and this continues until three winners are declared.

Surplus votes: The way that extra votes for a candidate are handled in multi-winner

ranked choice voting can be illustrated using one dollar. Imagine your vote represents
one dollar, but it only takes 90 cents to elect your first-choice candidate. Ten cents of
your vote will now shift to your second-choice candidate, while the first 90 cents stays
with your first-choice candidate.

Election Results: Multhomah County Elections Division will be the sole source for all
City of Portland ranked choice voting election results. The first preliminary round-by-
round results will be posted to https://rcvresults.multco.us on Tuesday, November 3,
2026, at 8 p.m. Results will continue to be updated until the final results are certified on
Monday, November 30, 2026.

With ranked-choice voting, the eventual winners after final round-by-round tabulation
may not be the candidates who receive the most first-choice rankings. As with all
elections, results are unofficial until certified. Certification by the County will happen by
November 30, 2026, and Portland City Elections will report official results to City Council
by December 16, 2026. Candidates can find all unofficial results before certification on
Multnomah County’s website.

Voter intent

The best advice to give any voter to make sure they don’t make a mistake on their
ranked-choice ballot is the following: Mark no more than a single oval in any one row
or column on the ballot. If they follow this advice, they will avoid most mistakes that
can be made. However, it is still important to understand how City Code interprets voter
intent with skipped votes, overvotes, and repeat rankings on a ballot.

Skipped rankings

Figure 3: Example of a mock ballot displaying a skipped ranking mistake
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When filling out a ballot, if a voter skips any ranking, the next highest ranking will be
elevated to take its place in the counting process. In the example illustrated above, if a
voter ranks Candidate A as first choice, Candidate C as third choice, Candidate B as
sixth choice, and then skips all other rankings, Candidate C will be elevated and
counted as a voter’s second choice, while Candidate B will be counted as the third
choice.

Overvotes

Figure 4: Example of a mock ballot displaying multiple candidates in the same
ranking

Rank 1 Rank 2 Rank 3 Rank 4 Rank 5 Rank 6
Candidate A [ ) O
Candidate B <P
Candidate C @)
Candidate D O
Candidate E O

(@)

<@

Candidate F
Candidate G
Candidate H <P O

0[0|0|0]0|@|0]|0

If a voter chooses multiple candidates in the same ranking—for example, ranks two
candidates as a first choice—this is called an overvote. The overvote is ignored and the
next highest ranking is elevated to take the place of the overvote. In the illustrated
example, if a voter ranks Candidates A, B, G and H all as a first choice, the votes for
candidates A, B, G and H become invalid and Candidate C is elevated to first choice.

Repeat rankings

Figure 5: Example mock ballot displaying a candidate ranked multiple times
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If a voter ranks a single candidate multiple times, the highest ranking is accepted and
each lower ranking for the same candidate is ignored as if the voter had skipped that
ranking. In the above example, if Candidate A is ranked first, second, and third choice,
and then Candidate F is ranked as fourth choice, Candidate A receives first choice and
Candidate F is elevated to the position of second choice.

Learning more about ranked choice voting

We recommend reaching out to Portland City Elections staff if you want further
explanation of how ranked choice voting works in Portland. Multnomah County offices
will also use ranked choice voting starting in 2026. You can go to
www.Portland.gov/Vote to learn more and find educational material to share with voters.
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Campaign finance and disclosure
requirements

Before candidates qualify to the ballot or file to be a candidate, they will likely spend
resources campaigning for the election. For a more detailed guide to City campaign
finance and disclosure requirements, read the Portland City Elections Campaign
Finance Guide (Appendix A).

Although this section provides a general overview of common filing items required by
the state, it is advisable to contact the Oregon Secretary of State Elections Division to
confirm all filing requirements. Two other recommended state resources include:

« State Campaign Finance Manual (Appendix A)
« State’s CLEAR Initiative website (includes training videos, live training
information, and compliance documentation) (Appendix A)

Establishing a Candidate Committee (Principal Campaign
Committee)

First, determine whether a Candidate Committee (Principal Campaign Committee)
needs to be established. A candidate may have only one Principal Campaign
Committee at one time.

For further assistance in determining whether a Candidate Committee needs to be
established, please see the State of Oregon’s Local Candidates Manual and State
Campaign Finance Manual (Appendix A).

When to create a Candidate Committee

A candidate must file a Statement of Organization (SEL 220 Form) not later than three
(3) business days after first receiving a contribution or making an expenditure or not
later than the deadline to file to be a City candidate (August 18, 2026, for incumbents,
August 25, 2026, for non-incumbents), whichever occurs first.

As a candidate, you are not required to form a candidate committee if all of the
following are met:

« You serve as your campaign’s own treasurer,
« You do not have an existing Candidate Committee, and

Portland City Elections Candidate Guide for November 2026 Election
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« Your campaign does not expect to receive or spend more than $1,500 per
calendar year.

If at any time during the calendar year the candidate exceeds $1,500 in either
contributions or expenditures, the candidate must establish a campaign account and file
a Candidate Committee not later than three (3) business days after exceeding the
$1,500 threshold. The candidate must also either file all transactions on ORESTAR or a
Certificate of Limited Contributions and Expenditures (if eligible) within seven (7)
calendar days after aggregate expenditures and contributions exceed the $1,500
threshold.

Small Donor Elections

The City provides matching funds for campaigns that agree to raise most of their
donations from individuals living in Portland. The Small Donor Elections program is
separate from Portland City Elections. Participation in the program is optional for City
candidates. Individuals must sign up for the program and raise enough contributions to
qualify for matching funds. Key program dates are included in the Elections Calendar
section.

Importantly, Small Donor Elections requires all candidates, whether they are
participating in the program or not, to file information about contributions and
expenditures with the program. Reporting to Small Donor Elections is in addition to
the requirement to report to ORESTAR, though the data reported is aligned. The
timeline for reporting to Small Donor Elections for participating candidates, which is
done through an online portal, is the same as the timeline for reporting to the state.
Candidates who opt out of the program report to the program after the election is over
using a spreadsheet provided by the program. For more information on these
requirements, see Code Section 2.16.140 (Additional Reporting), Small Donor Elections
Administrative Rules, Chapter 2.16 (Small Donor Elections Program), and contact the

program (Appendix A).

Potential candidates, campaign staff, and community organizations interested in this
program are encouraged to schedule a confidential training about how the program
works by contacting the Small Donor Elections Program Administrators (Appendix A).

Contribution limits

For the November 2026 General Election cycle, City candidates and their candidate
committees are only allowed to accept the following contributions:

Portland City Elections Candidate Guide for November 2026 Election
16 of 34



« No more than $613 from each individual contributor;

« No more than $613 from each political committee;

« Any amount from small donor committees (as that term is defined);

« Only for Small Donor Elections program participants: any other amounts allowed
by Small Donor Elections.

If any of these contribution limits are exceeded, the candidate (or Candidate Committee)
and the contributor may both be liable for exceeding the limits.

To help keep donors from donating beyond what is allowed, you may want to list these
contribution limits where you request donations. For more information about the Small
Donor Elections program and its separate requirements for contribution limits, contact
the Program Administrators (Appendix A). More definitions, examples, and other
detailed information are included in the Portland City Elections Campaign Finance
Guide (Appendix A).

Disclosures on political communications

All City candidates regardless of participation in Small Donor Elections, are subject to
the City’s communication disclosure requirements.

Communication to voters that support or oppose a City candidate and cost more than
$250 to create must show the source of the contributions used to fund the
communication. This typically includes those who paid to either provide or present the
communication, sometimes known as a ‘paid for by’ disclaimer, and their top five
funding contributors.

The rules for what must be disclosed and how it is disclosed are very specific.
Candidates and their campaigns are strongly encouraged to review the Portland City
Elections Campaign Finance Guide (Appendix A) and City Code 2.10.030 (Timely
Disclosure of Large Contributions and Expenditures) before producing any campaign-
related communications.

Portland City Elections Candidate Guide for November 2026 Election
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Filing for office

Filing for candidacy using one of three methods

Under Code Section 2.08.060 (Candidacy by Declaration), a candidate may qualify to
appear on the ballot if they successfully file by either of two options:

1. Declaration of Candidacy, or
2. Nominating Petition.

Filing by Declaration of Candidacy includes two methods:

1. Filing a Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120) and paying a filing fee, or
2. Filing a Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120) and qualifying for a fee waiver in
place of the filing fee.

The two filing methods that do not require candidates to pay a fee are filing by
Declaration of Candidacy with Fee Waiver and filing by Nominating Petition.

Whether filing by Declaration of Candidacy or Nominating Petition, candidates can file
for office starting on June 3, 2026. The final day to file for office depends on whether the
candidate is an incumbent (i.e., currently elected to the relevant City office). Incumbents
can file through August 18 while non-incumbents can file through August 25, 2026.

After Portland City Elections staff review a candidate application, they will notify the filer
in writing of the Division’s determination of qualification for the ballot.

Links to the required forms are included for you in this guide (Appendix B). State forms
may also be downloaded from the Oregon Secretary of State’s website or requested
from City Elections by calling (503) 823-4022 or emailing
elections@portlandoregon.gov.
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Figure 6: lllustration of the methods available for how to file for candidacy
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Method 1: Filing by Declaration of Candidacy and Fee

To file by Declaration of Candidacy and Fee, you must submit the following items
(linked in Appendix B) to Portland City Elections:

1. Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120 Form)
2. Filing Fee or completed Fee Waiver Application Form (AUD 130 Form)

Fees have been updated for the 2026 election cycle. The current filing fees are as
follows:

« Auditor: $500
. City Councilor: $250

Candidates can pay by credit card, debit card, or electronic check using the Online
Candidate Payment Portal (available June 3, 2026). In the alternative, candidates can
mail payment (check made out to “City of Portland”) or hand-deliver payment (exact
cash only; walk-in hours are 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday and we
recommend emailing elections@portlandoregon.gov to make an appointment) to the
following address:

Portland City Elections
1221 SW Fourth Ave, Room 130
Portland, OR 97204

Method 2: Filing by Declaration of Candidacy with Fee
Waiver

Instead of paying a fee to run for office, candidates have the option to request a fee
waiver based on economic hardship. To file by Declaration of Candidacy with Fee
Waiver, you must submit the following items (linked in Appendix B) to Portland City
Elections:

1. Completed Fee Waiver Application Form (AUD 130 Form)
2. Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120 Form)

For those choosing to request a fee waiver:

« Your Fee Waiver Application (AUD 130 Form) must be approved by City
Elections before you file your Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120 Form).

« File your fee waiver request enough in advance for City Elections to make a fee
waiver determination and for you to then file your Candidate Filing Application
(AUD 120 Form) before the filing deadline.
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« Filing your fee waiver as soon as possible after June 3, 2026, is recommended
so that you may also consider other filing options, such as by Nominating
Petition, should your fee waiver request be denied.

Fee waiver details are also included in Auditor Administrative Rule ARA 16.01(D)(2)
(Filing by Declaration of Candidacy: Payment of Filing Fee or by Approval of a Fee

Waiver).

Method 3: Filing by Nominating Petition (filing by obtaining
registered voter signatures)

A candidate may also file for office by submitting a Nominating Petition, which includes
collecting signatures from registered voters instead of paying a fee. To file by
Declaration of Candidacy with Fee Waiver, you must submit the following items (linked
in Appendix B) to Portland City Elections:

1. Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120 Form)
2. Candidate Signature Sheet (SEL 121 Form)
3. Petition Submission (SEL 338 Form)

The three steps to file by Nominating Petition are as follows:
Step 1: Submit Candidate Filing Application and proposed Signature Sheet

To start the process of filing by Nominating Petition, file the following two items (linked
in Appendix B) with Portland City Elections:

1. Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120 Form)
2. Candidate Signature Sheet (SEL 121 Form)
o This will serve as your proposed version of the form to circulate for
signatures.
o Do not collect any signatures until you have received written approval
from City Elections to circulate the Signature Sheet and collect signatures.
o Keep a copy of the proposed Signature Sheet(s) you submit to City
Elections, so you have a record of what was approved to circulate. City
Elections will not provide a template of the approved Signature Sheet form
after its approval to circulate.

Guidance for filling out a proposed Candidate Signature Sheet (SEL 121 Form):

« Check one of the relevant boxes on the form indicating whether some or no
circulators will be paid.
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« Include the specific county for where you will be collecting signatures. If you are
collecting signatures from registered voters in more than one county (e.g.,
Multnomah, Clackamas, and Washington Counties), you will need to submit
three proposed Signature Sheets — one for each county.

o Include your name.

« Include the office you are seeking (e.g., “Auditor,” or “City Councilor”).

« Include the relevant electoral district in the “District or Position Number (include
city if applicable)” field. For example, a candidate running for Auditor or Mayor
would write, “City of Portland.” A candidate running for City Council would write,
“City of Portland, District [1, 2, 3 or 4].”

« The Petition ID number does not need to be included in the proposed version of
the form. The candidate will receive an assigned Petition ID number later in the
process to include on the form.

Figure 7:Example Candidate Signature Sheet sections to fill out

Candidate Signature Sheet | Nonpartisan Petition ID

D SOME Circulators j No Circulators for this petition are being paid.
This is a candidate nominating petition. Signers of this page must be active registered voters in the county listed.
@ Signatures must be verified by the appropriate county elections official before the petition can be filed with the filing officer County

| Candidate Information

[ Name ] Office

1
| Election | District or Position Number (include city if applicable)

Ta the Elections Official/Filing Officer, We the undersigned voters, request the candidate’s name be placed on the ballet at the election listed above for nomination to the office indicated.

o Signers must initial any changes the circulator makes to their printed name, residence address or date they signed the petition
Signature Date Signed mm/dd/yy Print Name Residence or Mailing Address Stréet, oy, 2ip code

Step 2: Circulate Signature Sheets to collect signatures

Candidates must receive written approval from Portland City Elections to circulate an
approved version of the Signature Sheet (SEL 121 Form).

Candidates must then gather at least 500 valid signatures from City of Portland
registered voters on copies of the approved version of the Signature Sheet form. If
running to be a City Councilor, signatures must be from voters registered in the City
Council district you are running in.

Candidates are responsible for reviewing the Circulator Training Manual (Appendix A)
for gathering signatures and adhering to state and local regulations for this process.

City Elections recommends candidates collect at least 20% more signatures than the
required amount based on signature rejection rates in past elections. Since the
requirement is to collect 500 valid signatures, we recommend submitting at least 600
signatures.
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Step 3: File petition forms in person with Portland City Elections

Email Portland City Elections at elections@portlandoregon.gov to schedule an in-
person appointment to file the following completed forms (Appendix B):

1. Signed Candidate Signature Sheets (SEL 121 Form)

o Signature sheets must contain at least 500 signatures of registered City
of Portland voters to be accepted for signature verification. If running to be
a Councilor, signatures must be from voters registered in the district you
are running in.

2. Petition Submission (SEL 338 Form)

o Include the total number of signatures collected.

o This form must be filed each time signatures are submitted for review. For
example, if a candidate submits 500 signatures the first time but has to
submit additional signatures later because some signatures were invalid,
the candidate will have to file another Petition Submission (SEL 338 Form)
with the second set of submitted signatures.

o Filing for candidacy by Nominating Petition is not considered complete
until all signatures have been submitted during the filing period and have
been verified to contain the required number of valid City of Portland
registered voters.

Candidate filing review process

Once a candidate has submitted all filing materials, including any applicable filing fee or
completed fee waiver request, Portland City Elections conducts a review to determine
whether the candidate is qualified to appear on the ballot as an official City candidate.
This review includes:

« Verifying candidate qualifications (see qualifications here)

« Partnering with the Multnomah County Elections Division to determine the validity
of all petition signatures (if filing by Nominating Petition)

« Reviewing Fee Waiver Applications for eligibility (if applicable)

Write-In certification

Write-in candidates must be certified to be elected. To become certified, a Write-In
Certification Form (AUD 130 Form) must be filed with Portland City Elections at least
seven (7) calendar days before the election date (Appendix B).
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Residence address exemption request

The City’s Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120 Form) is a public document that
includes the candidate’s residential address for ballot qualification purposes. The
Candidate Filing Application is posted publicly for all candidates that are approved to
the ballot.

Candidates may file a Residence Address Exemption Request (SEL 180 Form) with the
Secretary of State’s Office (Appendix B). This exemption is available to current
candidates and it only restricts a candidate’s residence address from being posted
publicly by Portland City Elections. The exemption results in a redaction of the
candidate’s residence address on candidate filing forms, such as the Candidate Filing
Application (AUD 120 Form). An Address Exemption Request must be filed within five
(5) business days of filing a Candidate Filing Application to avoid potential public
posting of a residence address.

This process will have no impact on the candidate’s residence address that may appear
anywhere else in the City’s domain. All information, including residence addresses on
filing forms, are subject to inspection as public record under ORS 192.311 to ORS
192.478.

Once filed, the Secretary of State will inform Portland City Elections of the filing. When
filling out the Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120 Form), please indicate in the
relevant section whether you intend to file (or have already filed) a Residence Address
Exemption Request with the Secretary of State. This will help ensure we can process
your application quickly and appropriately.

Submitting candidate filing materials to Portland City
Elections

Filing materials can be submitted to Portland City Elections through the following
methods:

« File online through the Online Candidate Filing Portal (available June 3, 2026)
(Appendix B)

« Print, sign, scan, and email a PDF version of the application to
elections@portlandoregon.gov

o Submitin person (walk-in hours 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday)
or mail to:
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Portland City Elections
1221 SW 4th Avenue, Room 130
Portland, OR 97204

To ensure timely filing, if you wish to submit your filing materials in person, please email
elections@portlandoregon.gov or call or call 503-823-4022 several days in advance to
schedule an appointment.

Candidate withdrawal

To withdraw from candidacy, a candidate must file a Withdrawal of Candidacy or
Nomination (SEL 150 Form) (linked in Appendix B). On the form, the candidate provides
a reason for their withdrawal and must sign the form attesting that the information is
accurate, as required by ORS 249.830 (Procedure for Withdrawing Nomination).

Filing to appear in County voters’ pamphlet(s)

As a candidate, you have the option to file your Candidate Statement and portrait photo
to appear in the voters’ pamphlets distributed to Portland voters. Since each County
issues its own voters’ pamphlet, to appear in voters’ pamphlets for Multnomah County,
Washington County, and Clackamas County, you must submit forms and pay filing fees
directly to each relevant County’s elections office.

Candidates for Mayor and Auditor may choose to file to appear in all three County
voters’ pamphlets because those candidates run city-wide. Candidates for City
Councilor, however, will only be eligible to appear in a County voter pamphlet if their
electoral district falls within that County.

Filing to appear in the County voters’ pamphlet is managed by the individual counties
and is subject to change. Candidate Statements may be filed in any language. We
encourage you to verify the process on the relevant County’s website prior to filing.

The County Election Offices encourage candidates to file in person to receive the
benefit of having materials reviewed for completeness. It is best to contact the Counties
for the most up-to-date information on the status of fees and filing options. For County
contact information, please see Appendix A.

The Joint County Voters’ Pamphlet: Candidate Statement form is the same for each
County and is provided for you along with the Statement of Endorsement — Determined

Portland City Elections Candidate Guide for November 2026 Election
25 of 34


elections@portlandoregon.gov%20
https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL150.pdf
https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL150.pdf
https://multco.us/file/joint_county_voters'_pamphlet_candidate_statement_form_(jcvp-01)/download
https://multco.us/file/endorsement_form,_jcvp-02b_(determined_by_endorser)/download

by Endorser form and the Statement of Endorsement — Determined by Filer form in
Appendix B. Additionally, Multnomah County is offering online filing for the first time. To
learn more about this process, check the Multhomah County Elections website at
https://multco.us/info/voters-pamphlet-filings.

Appendix A: City, County, and State
resources

Small Donor Elections

The Small Donor Elections program seeks to reduce the influence of money in politics
and encourage election of people to City office who are reflective of and accountable to
all Portlanders. It is separate from Portland City Elections.

Importantly, Small Donor Elections requires all candidates, whether they are
participating in the program or not, to file detailed transaction information with the
program. More information is available at the web link below.

Web https://www.portland.gov/smalldonorelections
Email smalldonorelections@portlandoregon.gov
Phone (503) 823-4345

Office 1120 SW 5th Avenue, 10th Floor

Portland, OR 97204

Program Administrators:

« Susan Mottet, Director of Small Donor Elections
(503) 823-4345 | Susan.Mottet@portlandoregon.gov

« Danita Harris, Deputy Director of Small Donor Elections
(503) 823-5292 | Danita.Harris@portlandoregon.gov

Oregon Secretary of State Elections Division

The Secretary of State enforces the State of Oregon’s campaign finance regulations
and manages the Oregon Elections System for Tracking and Reporting (ORESTAR)
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database, which is used by candidates, campaigns, and political action committees to
meet disclosure and filing requirements.

Web https://www.sos.oregon.gov/elections

Email elections.sos@so0s.oregon.gov

Phone (503) 986-1518 or toll free 1-866-673-VOTE (1-866-673-8683)
Office Public Service Building, Suite 126

255 Capitol Street NE
Salem, OR 97310

Multnomah County Elections Division

Multnomah County oversees voters’ pamphlet publications, ballot mailing, ballot
counting, and unofficial elections results. The county publishes and receives various
optional and required forms for candidates and campaigns.

Web https://www.multco.us/elections
Email elections@multco.us

Phone (503) 988-3720

Fax (503) 988-3719

Office 1040 SE Morrison Street

Portland, OR 97214

Washington County Elections Division

Washington County oversees voters’ pamphlet publications, ballot mailing, ballot
counting, and unofficial elections results. The county publishes and receives various
optional and required forms for candidates and campaigns.

Web https://www.washingtoncountyor.gov/elections
Email elections@washingtoncountyor.gov

Phone (503) 846-5800

Fax (503) 846-5810

Office 2925 NE Aloclek Drive, Suite 170
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Hillsboro, OR 97124

Clackamas County Elections Division

Clackamas County oversees voters’ pamphlet publications, ballot mailing, ballot
counting, and unofficial elections results. The county publishes and receives various
optional and required forms for candidates and campaigns.

Web https://www.clackamas.us/elections
Email elections@clackamas.us

Phone (503) 655-8510

Fax (503) 655-8461

Office 1710 Red Soils Court, Suite 100

Oregon City, OR 97045
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City resources for candidates

« Portland City Elections Resources
(https://www.portland.gov/elections/elections-resources)

« Run for City Office
(https://www.portland.gov/elections/run-city-office)

« Voter Education Information
(https://www.portland.gov/vote)

« Portland City Elections Campaign Finance Guide (PDF)
(https://www.portland.gov/auditor/elections/documents/2026-campaign-finance-
guide/download)

« Small Donor Elections Program
(https://www.portland.gov/smalldonorelections)

« Small Donor Elections Candidate Guide (PDF)
(https://www.portland.gov/smalldonorelections/documents/2026-candidate-guide-
1/download)

o How to Run Under Small Donor Elections
(https://www.portland.gov/smalldonorelections/how-run-under-sde)

« Small Donor Elections Program Code, Administrative Rules, Documents, and
Forms
(https://www.portland.gov/smalldonorelections/small-donor-elections-code-rules-
and-program-forms)

County resources for City candidates

o Multnomah County Elections Division
(https://www.multco.us/elections)

« Multnomah County Election Calendar
(https://www.multco.us/elections/elections-calendar)

« Clackamas County Elections Division
(https://www.clackamas.us/elections)

« Washington County Elections Division
(https://www.washingtoncountyor.gov/elections)

State resources for City candidates

« Secretary of State Elections Division
(https://sos.oregon.gov/voting-elections/Pages/default.aspx)
« Oregon Elections System for Tracking and Reporting (ORESTAR)
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(https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oim/login)

Local Candidates Manual (County, City and District Candidate Manual)
(https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/county-city-district-candidates.pdf)
Campaign Finance Manual
(https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/campaign-finance.pdf)
Circulator Training Manual
(https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/circulator-training.pdf)
Additional State Manuals and Quick Guides
(https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/manuals-tutorials.aspx)
CLEAR Initiative Guidance
(https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/campaign-finance.aspx)
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Appendix B: Forms

City Forms

The following City forms will be available on our Run for City Office webpage
(https://www.portland.gov/elections/city-office-candidacy) by June 3, 2026:

AUD 120 Form — City of Portland Candidate Filing Application
(online filing portal and PDF versions)

City Online Payment Portal

Fee Waiver Application

Write-In Certification Form

Additional Forms and Resources

SEL 121 Form — Petition for Nonpartisan Nomination Signature Sheet
(https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL121.pdf)

SEL 338 Form — Petition Submission
(https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL338.pdf)

SEL 150 Form — Withdrawal of Candidacy or Nomination
(https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/candidate-filing-withdrawal-sel-
150.aspx)

SEL 180 Form — Residence Address Exemption
(https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/public-record-exemption-sel-180.aspx)
SEL 220 Form — Statement of Organization for a Candidate Committee
(https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL220.pdf)

PC 7 Form — Certificate of Limited Contributions and Expenditures
(https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/PC7.pdf)

JCVP-01 — Joint County Voters’ Pamphlet: Candidate Statement
(https://multco.us/file/joint_county voters' pamphlet candidate statement form_
(jcvp-01)/download)

Online Multnomah County Elections Division Voters’ Pamphlet Filing Portal

(Voters' Pamphlet Filings | Multnomah County)
Online Washington County Elections Division Voters’ Pamphlet Filing Portal

(Online Voters' Pamphlet Filing | Washington County, OR)
JCVP-02A — Joint County Voters’ Pamphlet: Statement of Endorsement

Determined by Filer

(https://multco.us/file/endorsement form, jcvp-
02a (determined by filer) /download)
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« JCVP-02B — Joint County Voters’ Pamphlet: Statement of Endorsement
Determined by Endorser

(https://multco.us/file/lendorsement_form,_jcvp02b_(determined_by endorser)/do
wnload)
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Appendix C: Candidate checklist

[ Meet all required qualifications of office sought
O Resident in relevant electoral district
O Citizen of United States and resident of Oregon
[0 Registered voter in relevant electoral district

I Certified as a Public Accountant, Internal Auditor, or Management
[ Accountant (applicable only to candidates for City Auditor)

[ Establish a Principal Campaign Committee (if applicable)
O Obtain a treasurer
0 Open a campaign bank account for campaign transactions

[0 Register committee on ORESTAR

[J Contact Small Donor Elections program to learn about requirements that apply to
all candidates

[ File with Small Donor Elections program (optional)
[ File Notice of Intent
[0 Attend mandatory training

I File for certification with program

[] Attend City Elections Candidate Learning Sessions (optional)
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] File for candidacy using one of three methods:
[0 Method 1: Declaration of Candidacy and Filing Fee
e Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120)
e Pay applicable filing fee ($500 for Auditor, $250 for City Councilor)
[0 Method 2: Declaration of Candidacy with Fee Waiver
e Fee Waiver Application (AUD 130 Form)
e Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120)
[0 Method 3: Nominating Petition
e Candidate Filing Application (AUD 120)
e Petition for Nonpartisan Nomination Signature Sheet (SEL 121 Form)
e Petition Submission (SEL 338 Form)

[ File and pay fee to be included in the relevant County Voters’ Pamphlet(s)
(optional)

O Multhomah County
O Clackamas County (if applicable)
0 Washington County (if applicable)
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