Office of Arts & Culture Update
Arts Access Fund Oversight Committee Meeting 
September 25, 2025
Arts Access Fund Webpage Refresh: 
The office updated the content and coherence of the Arts Access Fund webpages: https://www.portland.gov/arts/arts-access-fund
Arts Education Framework Pilot: 
The Arts Education Program Manager has been meeting with educators across districts to prepare for the launch of the arts education framework pilot later this fall. In late August the Arts Education Program Manager and VAPA team from PPS cohosted a professional development day for PPS K-5 arts educators. You can read this article about the professional development day and framework launch. 
Arts in Education Week: 
Arts in Education Week is a nationally designated time to elevate the importance of the arts in a well-rounded education. Mayor Wilson declared September 14-20 to be Arts in Education Week in Portland and the Office of Arts & Culture celebrated with PPS at two proclamation readings on September 16, at Bridger Creative Sciences and Duniway Elementary. 
Media Opportunities: 
The Arts Education Program Manager was on a segment of KATU’s ARC program to talk about Arts in Education Week and to highlight the work of two GOS organizations, The Oregon Ballet and JazzPDX. She was also interviewed by Oregon ArtsWatch for an article they are writing about the Arts Education Framework. 
Creating Together: 
The Office of Arts & Culture formed the Creating Together: Arts Partnerships in Schools initiative to connect and create partnership pathways between community arts organizations, teaching artists, and schools in Portland. 
· The office is partnering with PPS to offer a series of convenings to support arts organizations partnering with schools. The first event was on September 15 and future events are planned for January and May. 
· The office will host a directory of teaching artists, to help schools and teaching artists connect. The office will not be endorsing any artists, rather it will be a resource for schools looking for teaching artists. 

Grants Update: 
The Office of Arts & Culture will announce FY26 General Operating Support grants next month (mid-October) with a note that all grant awards are contingent on organizations continuing to meet eligibility requirements and submitting annual reports this winter and next spring. Due to reduced allocations from Revenue this year, all organizations will receive only their Base Award in FY26, which is about 40% less than they received in FY25.
The application deadline for RACC’s Portland Art Project Grant (which distributes Arts Access Funds to arts organizations that do not qualify for General Operating Support) is September 24.



