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ARTS ACESS FUND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

About the Committee 

The Arts Education and Access Fund (Arts Access Fund) was developed to provide 

funding for elementary arts education in Portland schools and to help fund access to 

arts and cultural experiences for K-12 kids and underserved communities. Portland 

voters created the fund by approving Measure 26-146 in 2012. The measure included 

the establishment of the Arts Access Fund Oversight Committee (AOC). The 

committee is charged with reviewing the expenditures, progress, and outcomes of 

the fund and reporting its findings to City Council annually.  

Report Scope and Timing 

This report covers academic year 2023-2024 (Fall 2023 to Summer 2024).  

During this time period the City began referring to the Arts Education and Access 

Fund as the Arts Access Fund. This report uses the new nomenclature. 

Statement from the Oversight Committee (August, 2024) 

To the City Council and the Residents of Portland, 

 

The AOC is delighted to provide you with our tenth annual report. We continue to 

work in partnership with the City to provide more detailed information on the fund’s 

revenues and expenditures, and its support of arts education and access/grant-

making activities. Expanding our oversight work to include an assessment of the City’s 

management of the fund remains a work in progress. 

 

We welcome your comments and reactions to this report. Please contact our 

committee through the Chair at aeafpdx@gmail.com. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Arts Access Fund Oversight Committee (AOC)  

(see our member roster on the next two pages) 

 

file:///C:/Users/Jenn/Box%20Sync/Box%20Sync/Documents/Project%20Work/Non-Random%20Mgmt/A%20House%20at%203839%20NE%2071st%20Avenue/AEAF/AEAF%202022%20Report%20to%20Council/aeafpdx@gmail.com
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OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 

 

 

 

Jenn is an accomplished 
management consultant. Her 
personal passion is safe and 
happy kids; she spent eight years 
as a CASA, leads public tours at 
the Japanese garden and loves 
watching her kiddo dance. 

Ilima is a queer Asian mom, 
filmmaker, and a composer living 
with a disability. In addition to her 
experience with community 
management and policy, she has 
experience as a grants recipient, 
grants writer and grant panelist. 
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Leah is an active member of the 
Portland art community. An oil 
painter for 20+ years she shows, 
teaches and is a member of 
studio groups. She is on staff with 
Portland Film Festival, PDX POP 
NOW and Pickathon Merch. 
crew.  In her free time, Leah 
takes dance classes, 
exploring a variety of 

styles. 
 

Melanie is a fashion designer, 
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E.I. life coach, a multidisciplinary 
artist, and a proud teaching artist. 
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music educator and education 
advocate, and a professional 
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National Organization of Minority 
Architects (NOMA) and local 
DE+I champion. Frank has joined 
the mission to empower youth to 
affect change in the community 
through art & design. 
community.  . 

 

Suzy Root has been an artist and 
art educator residing in north 
Portland for over 20 years. She 
currently works as a substitute 
educator in Portland Public 
Schools and as an adjunct 
instructor as Clark College.  

Carlee is a Queer/Latinx woman 
of Indigenous descent, former 
downtown small business owner, 
arts producer/organizer and 
beginner weaver. She has served 
on the boards of Siren Nation, 
Artists Milepost, Signal Fire Arts. 

Ellen advocates for the arts in our 
schools and communities as a 
past PPS parent, professional 
arts educator, and arts 
enthusiast. She is devoted to 
extracting meaningful qualitative 
and quantitative data about Arts 
Access Fund grants. 

 

Ruth is a nonprofit and 
performing arts leader passionate 
about ensuring that all 
Portlanders, of all ages, have 
access to the arts. She founded a 
Portland arts non-profit and now 
helms an educational foundation. 
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Oversight Committee in 2012. His 
goal is to ensure our scarce 
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taxpayers intended. He also 
serves on the Tax Supervising 
and Conservation Committee 
(TSCC).  
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ARTS ACCESS FUND OVERSIGHT 

COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

State of the Arts Access Fund  

The Arts Access Fund provides funds for high-quality elementary arts education, K-

12 access to existing and emerging arts organizations as well as access to arts and 

cultural experiences for underserved communities. The Arts Access Fund supports 

arts education in a mix of disciplines – visual arts, music, dance, theater and media 

arts - for more than 29,000 K-5 students across the City of Portland. The Fund also 

provides millions of dollars of grants to local arts organizations that keep the city of 

Portland vibrant.  

 

2023-24 Committee Findings 

Through investments in the Arts Access Fund, Portland taxpayers provide visual arts, 

music, dance, theater and media arts education and experiences to more than 

29,000 K-5 students across the City. The Arts Access Fund also provides K-12 students 

and underserved communities with access to existing and emerging arts 

organizations by awarding over $3M in grants to local arts organizations. Since 

voters started the fund in 2013, the Arts Access Fund has generated over $112 

million for art teacher salaries and the grants program.  

 

As it has since 2013, the Arts Access Fund Oversight Committee (AOC) continues to 

ensure this investment provides the services intended by Portland voters.  

 

The Arts Access Fund Oversight Committee observes that key objectives of the 

ballot measure are successfully being delivered for academic year 2023-24. 
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2023-24 Committee Findings (Continued) 

 

Arts Access Fund Revenues.  
 

• Total Tax Year 2022 revenue was $10,022,758. The total shows a decline from 

the prior tax year, continuing a three-year trend.  

• Net revenues are $8,439,571, also a decline from the previous year. 

• Revenues will increase over time as late filers come into compliance.  
 

Arts Access Fund: Education.  
 

• Disbursements:  
o The fund disbursed $7.4M to schools in Fiscal Year 2023-24. Arts Access Fund tax 

dollars paid for 65.25 K-5 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) teaching positions in the City. 

Districts are funding an additional 45.87 FTEs, for a total of 111.12 FTEs providing 

K-5 arts education.  

 

• Measuring Impact:  
o The Arts Access Fund has a broad reach: 29,300 kids have access to certified 

arts educators because of the fund.  

o The Arts Access Fund Student/Teacher ratio is usually exceeded, although 

questions about teacher caseload and the associated quality of the arts 

educational experience for kids remain a strong concern for the Oversight 

Committee. The committee is concerned that a district-wide metric is not 

sufficient to ensure the quality arts experience voters intended.  

 

Arts Access Fund: Grants.  
 

• Disbursements:  
o In FY2023-24, the total amount of support distributed by RACC and the City’s 

Office of Arts and Culture was $3,649,510, including both General Operating 

Support ($3,108,510) and Access Grants ($541,000).  

o This is considerably less than FY 22-23 when the amount awarded for General 

Operating Support ($5,132,800) and Access Grants ($477,000) totaled 

$5,609,800. The difference is largely due to a special allocation of accumulated 

funds that RACC added to the pool of funds available as FY 22-23 General 

Operating Support grants, and not to fluctuations in Arts Access Revenue.  

 

• Measuring Impact:  
o The Arts Access Fund Grant Sub-committee met numerous times to explore how 

more robust data collection and grant reporting might strengthen our ability to 

carry out our grant oversight responsibility. The creation of a new City program 

in October 2023 provided the entire AOC with the opportunity to work with the 

City in this matter. The purpose is to go beyond simply reporting on grantee 

names and award amounts to showing, via a variety of quantitative and 

qualitative approaches, including equity metrics and longitudinal data, that, in 

line with City Code, dollars support a variety of geographic areas, 

demographics and underserved communities through high-quality arts 

activities and/or experiences.  
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2023-24 Oversight Committee Recommendations  

Arts Access Fund: Revenue.  

We encourage the Office of Arts and Culture to: 

• Continue to find ways to provide taxpayers with more positive messaging about the 

fund and its benefits for children, the arts and the entire community. This should 

include enhanced reporting on grants funded with Arts Access Fund dollars to 

reassure taxpayers the funds are being used in accordance with voter requirements.  

• Commend the Revenue Division for reducing collection costs this year and ask it to 

continue to find ways to expedite its collection process in the future.  

• Work with the Revenue Division to incorporate the annual Arts Access Fund payment  

into third party software and seek file sharing with the IRS as soon as possible to 

enhance compliance. 

• Work with the Revenue Division to provide the Office of Arts and Culture and the 

Oversight Committee with three-year projections of revenues and expenses after all 

collections, distribution and cost data is in from the first year of the fund. 

• Review funding distribution calculations as they relate to schools that already have 

excellent teacher to student ratios and consider how this should impact future 

distributions to ensure the broadest possible access to the arts across Portland. 

• Work with the Oversight Committee to create a more comprehensive way to track 

how different Arts Access Fund tax year dollars are used in any given fiscal year. This 

will continue to be an on-going need as the Revenue Division becomes better 

equipped to collect taxes from late and non-compliant filers. 

 

Arts Access Fund: Education. 

We encourage our partners at the Office of Arts and Culture and school districts to: 

• Clarify the definition of and to work towards implementing a high-quality arts 

education. By partnering to create an arts education framework, we will have a 

shared understanding of both our current achievements and our future 

developmental opportunities.  

• Continue to increase the level of detail of Arts Education Performance Metrics.  

Once again, our goal is a clear, consistent, cross-district framework. 

• Reassess whether teacher caseloads above 1:500 meet the voter objectives outlined 

in the ballot measure and translate to a high-quality arts education for our children. 

 

Arts Access Fund: Grants. 

We ask the Office of Arts and Culture to: 

• Continue to work with the AOC to expand grant reporting for both General Operating 

Support and Access Grants with a focus on gathering more robust quantitative 

and qualitative grant data and showing more directly how dollars work for K-12 kids 

and underserved communities. 
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ARTS ACCESS FUND TAX DOLLARS AND 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
DATA PROVIDED BY:  

CITY OF PORTLAND REVENUE DIVISION 
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ARTS ACCESS FUND                            

REVENUE AND DISBURSEMENTS 
The following pages detail the total Arts Access Fund monies received from 

collections, collection costs, net revenue (funds available for K-5 arts educators and 

grants after collection costs are deducted) and annual disbursements. 

Collections  
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The city’s Revenue Division continues to collect on all previous tax years, thus 

collections for TY 2022 are not yet complete and totals for previous tax years continue 

to increase.  

 

 

$1,474,793 

$1,670,955 

$1,335,382 

$1,773,240 

$1,583,187 

$0

$200,000

$400,000

$600,000

$800,000

$1,000,000

$1,200,000

$1,400,000

$1,600,000

$1,800,000

$2,000,000

TY 2018 TY 2019 TY 2020 TY 2021 TY 2022

Arts Access Fund Collection Costs

$10,970,467 

$9,297,032 

$10,155,678 

$9,229,717 
$8,439,571 

$0

$2,000,000

$4,000,000

$6,000,000

$8,000,000

$10,000,000

$12,000,000

TY 2018 TY 2019 TY 2020 TY 2021 TY 2022

Arts Access Fund Net Revenue



 

 
 12 

 

Disbursements 
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While revenue collected is reported by tax year, disbursements are reported by fiscal 

year. As the Revenue Division collects taxes from previous tax years, those funds are 

distributed, thus the fiscal year distribution is the most accurate representation of 

funding delegated for grants.   

 

After the City retains funds for collection costs and education coordination, school 

districts receive their funding. The remaining funds are designated for distribution as 

grants to arts organizations. FY 2023-24 marked a transition in how Arts Access Funds 

are distributed. RACC received the fall 2023 disbursement ($2,057,657) to distribute as 

grants and the City’s Office of Arts & Culture received the spring 2024 disbursement 

($1,693,566) to distribute as grants. Beginning with FY 2024-25, the Office of Arts & 

Culture will receive both disbursements.  The City’s sole service contract with RACC 

ended June 2024 and it anticipates RACC will be returning approximately $1.24 

million to the City which will be distributed as grants.    
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From The Committee 

 

Observations 

Through investments in the Arts Access Fund Portland taxpayers provide visual arts, 

music, dance, theater and media arts education and experiences to more than 

29,000 K-5 students. The Arts Access Fund also provides K-12 students and 

underserved communities with access to existing and emerging arts organizations 

by awarding over $3M in grants to local arts organizations. Since voters started the 

fund in 2013, it has generated over $112 million for art teacher salaries and the 

grants program. As it has since 2013, the Arts Access Fund Oversight Committee 

(AOC) continues to ensure this investment provides the services intended by 

Portland voters.  

  

Arts Access Fund Revenues. Total Tax Year 2022 revenue was $10,022,758, a 

decrease from the prior tax year. This decline continues a three-year trend. Net 

revenues are $8,439,571, also a decline from the previous year. However, this 

number will increase as additional filers come into compliance. Of note, collection 

costs decreased approximately ten percent in the reporting period.  

   

Arts Access Fund Disbursements: Education. The fund disbursed $7.4M to schools in 

Fiscal Year 2023-24. Arts Access Fund tax dollars paid for 65.25 K-5 Full Time 

Equivalent (FTE) teaching positions in the City. Districts are funding an additional 

45.87 FTEs, for a total of 111.12 FTEs providing K-5 arts education. 

 

Arts Access Fund Disbursements: Grants. In FY2023-24, the fund generated more 

than $2M for grants, which, when combined with a prior reserve, underwrote both 

General Operating Support grants (GOS, $3.1M) and Arts3C ($541K) grants. 
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From The Committee 

Recommendations 

Since city code changes have ended the contract with RACC and moved all Arts 

Access Fund investment dollars to the City’s Office of Arts and Culture, the AOC 

thought it prudent to capture recommendations related to revenue and reset the 

baseline for revenue oversight. After auditing all previous annual reports, the 

following set of recommendations remain to be acted upon by the Office of Arts 

and Culture. 

 

1. Most importantly, the Office of Arts and Culture should continue to find ways to provide 

taxpayers with more positive messaging about the fund and its benefits for children, the arts 

and the entire community. This should include enhanced reporting on grants funded with 

Arts Access Fund dollars to reassure taxpayers the funds are being used in accordance with 

voter requirements for the fund. 

2. The Revenue Division should be commended for reducing collection costs this year and 

should continue to find ways to expedite its collection process in the future.  

3. Incorporating the annual Arts Access Fund payment  into third party software and seeking 

file sharing with the IRS should be implemented as soon as possible to enhance compliance. 

4. The Revenue Division should work to provide the Office of Arts and Culture and the Arts 

Access Fund Oversight Committee with three-year projections of revenues and expenses 

after all collections, distribution and cost data is in from the first year of the fund. 

5. Review funding distribution calculations as they relate to schools that already have 

excellent teacher to student ratios and consider how this should impact future distributions 

to ensure the broadest possible access to the arts within the Portland area. 

6. The Oversight Committee should work with the Office of Arts and Culture to create a more 

comprehensive way to track how different Arts Access Fund tax year dollars are used in any 

given fiscal year. This will continue to be an on-going need as the Revenue Division 

becomes better equipped to collect taxes from late and non-compliant filers. 
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ARTS ACCESS FUND ARTS EDUCATION REPORT 

SUBMITTED BY:  

CITY OF PORTLAND 

Photo Credit: Nina Johnson 
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EDUCATION: OVERVIEW 

 

In the academic year 2023-24, the Arts Access Fund provided funds for certified arts 

educators for more than 29,000 K-5 students in the city of Portland. These students 

attend 93 sites across the city and are taught by approximately 111 Full Time 

Equivalent (FTE) certified arts educators. 

 

Full Time Equivalent is a unit of measurement used to indicate the number of full-time 

hours worked by employees. As some teachers work part-time positions, it is not 

equivalent to the number of physical arts teachers working in the district. 

 

Data collected by the City Arts Education Coordinator. Enrollment numbers provided 

by the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) Fall Membership Report 2023-24. 

School districts and charter schools supplied FTE and instructional minutes. 

 

 

Photo Credit: Nina Johnson 
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2023-24 Arts Access Fund Arts Education Activity and 

Investment Summary 

 

District 

Arts 

Access 

Fund   

Sites 

Disbursement 

K-5 

Student 

Enrollment 

FTE:  

Arts 

Access 

Fund 

FTE:  

Other 

Funds 

Total 

FTE/Student 

Ratio 

Centennial 6 $612,598 2,325 3 3 1:390 

David 

Douglas 
9 $859,492 3,699 8.2 .8 1:411 

Parkrose 4 $285,706 1,123 2.5 1.5 1:280 

PPS 60 $4,982,414 18,694 43.41 33.68 1:242 

Reynolds 4 $350,346 1,576 3.68 1.32 1:315 

Riverdale 1 $68,023 250 1 1 1:125 

Charter 

Schools 
9 $268,584 1,556 3.46 5.57 

 

Total 93 $7,427,163 29,223 65.25 45.87 

 

City of Portland Arts Education Coordinator Summary 

The 2023-24 school year marked ten years of increased access to the arts for 

Portland’s elementary students. All six districts and the charter schools are using the 

funds to provide for certified arts teachers, and students are reaping the benefits of 

engaging in arts education consistently across the school year.  

 

Since current agreements with districts and schools do not define a high-quality arts 

education, work is underway to collaborate with districts in the 2024-25 school year to 

create a framework. This framework will provide common definitions and metrics to 

inform future reporting.  
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EDUCATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Committee 

 

Observations  

 

The Arts Access Fund has a broad reach: 29,300 kids are impacted by the fund. 

 

 

Portland’s six area school districts all do better than the 1:500 certified arts educator to 

student ratio mandated by the ballot measure. The largest district, Portland Public Schools, 

offers multiple arts disciplines at the K-5 level, including music, visual arts, and dance. In 

Portland Public Schools 33% of disbursements fund music, 50% visual art and 15% theater or 

dance. In other districts 63% of the funding goes to music education, 28% to visual art and 

7% to others. 

 

 

Alongside this positive momentum, the committee has concerns about whether the 1:500 

district-wide ratio is a sufficient metric to ensure the “high-quality arts education” that the 

ballot measure was intended to provide. In particular, the committee has concerns about 

the PPS arts educators whose positions are split across more than one school, which can 

lead to significantly higher caseloads (the number of students an individual educator 

actually teaches), in some cases exceeding 700 students. These large caseloads may 

compromise educators’ abilities to provide students with individualized attention and high-

quality instruction. 
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  From The Committee 

 

Recommendations 

 

Clarify the definition of and to work towards implementing a high-quality arts education. As 

noted in the Arts Education Coordinator Summary, the City and the school districts have 

begun the work of defining the high-quality arts education required by the ballot measure. 

We encourage the parties to consider factors like those shared at the Superintendent’s 

meeting in early summer as well as perspective from the AOC’s Teacher Advisory Group in 

this effort. 

 

Continue to increase the level of detail of Arts Education Performance Metrics.  

The committee has previously expressed a desire to confirm that students across each 

district have the voter-mandated degree of access to certified arts educators. The 

committee wants to make sure all schools and districts are evaluated using clear, 

comparable formulas for calculations.  The AOC, therefore, requests future district 

reporting data include a clear definition of FTE (for example, 32, 35, 40 or some other 

number of hours), the student to arts teacher caseload for full and part time positions (for 

each position), and the certified arts educator to student caseload at each individual 

school receiving Arts Access Funds.  

 

Reassess whether teacher caseloads above 1:500 meet the voter objectives outlined in the 

ballot measure, potentially by researching national arts educator best practices or by 

evaluating standards in comparable districts. Large caseloads may result in reduced 

planning time and individual student attention, and less opportunity to build meaningful, 

engaging relationships with students and school communities. Failure to address these 

issues could undermine public confidence in the effectiveness of the Arts Access Fund and 

in the school districts judicious use of voter funds. 
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ARTS ACCESS FUND GRANTS REPORT 
SUBMITTED BY: CITY OF PORTLAND 

Photo Credit: BRAVO Youth Orchestras 
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GRANTS: GRANT DISBURSEMENT  

General Operating Support    

By City Code, RACC distributes up to 95 percent of its Arts Access Fund proceeds for “grants to support 

non-profit Portland arts organizations that demonstrate artistic excellence, provide service to the 

community, show administrative and fiscal competence and provide a wide range of high-quality arts 

programs to the public.” RACC blends City General Fund and Arts Access Fund money to provide 

“General Operating Support,” or unrestricted grants, to meet this goal. The tables below reflect Arts 

Access Fund investments only. 

 

In FY23-24, RACC distributed a total of $3,108,510 of Arts Access Fund proceeds as General Operating 

Support to 79 unique organizations in Portland. 

• Most organizations received “Base Awards,” which are consistent amounts from year to year. 

Five organizations received their first “Base Award” in June of 2024. 

• Many organizations also applied for and received “Investment Awards” that recognize 

organizations investing in equitable operations and working to increase community impact.  

• RACC’s Capacity Building Program provides cash grants and technical assistance for 

organizations specifically led by and representing communities underserved by other arts 

institutions.  

 

 

Organization 
Base 

Award 

Investment 

Award 

Capacity 

Building 

Support 

Total 

Alberta Abbey Foundation  $15,000   $20,000  -  $35,000  

All Ages Music Portland (Friends of Noise)  $10,000   $22,000  -  $32,000  

Artists Repertory Theatre  $35,000   $11,000  -  $46,000  

Arts for Learning Northwest (formerly Young 

Audiences) 
 $35,000   $13,000  -  $48,000  

Blue Sky / Oregon Center for the Photographic Arts  $10,000   $16,000  -  $26,000  

Bodyvox  $30,000   $11,000  -  $41,000  

Boom Arts  $10,000   $22,000  -  $32,000  

Caldera  $20,000   $20,000  -  $40,000  

Cappella Romana  $28,510   $13,000  -  $41,510  

Chamber Music Northwest  $30,000   $20,000  -  $50,000  

Children's Healing Art Project  $10,000   -    -  $10,000  

Coho Productions  $15,000   $20,000  -  $35,000  

Corrib Theatre  $10,000   $11,000  -  $21,000  

Cymaspace - - $25,000 $25,000 

Echo Theater Company  $30,000  -    -  $30,000  

En Taiko - - $25,000 $25,000 

Ethos Music Center  $30,000   $23,000  -  $53,000  
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Friends of Chamber Music  $35,000   $ 7,000  -  $42,000  

Hand2Mouth  $20,000   $11,000  -  $31,000  

Hollywood Theatre (Film Action Oregon)  $60,000   $22,000  -  $82,000  

Imago Theatre  $15,000   $11,000  -  $26,000  

Independent Publishing Resource Center  $10,000   $25,000  -  $35,000  

Instituto de Cultura y Arte In Xochitl In Cuicatl - - $25,000 $25,000 

Lan Su Chinese Garden  $30,000   $20,000  -  $50,000  

Literary Arts  $40,000    -    -  $40,000  

Live Wire Radio  $30,000   $11,000  -  $41,000  

MediaRites - - $25,000 $25,000 

Metropolitan Youth Symphony  $15,000   $11,000  -  $26,000  

My Voice Music  $30,000   $22,000  -  $52,000  

New Expressive Works  $10,000   $13,000  -  $23,000  

North Pole Studio $20,000 - - $20,000 

Northwest Children's Theater & School  $60,000   $20,000  -  $80,000  

Northwest Dance Project  $45,000   $11,000  -  $56,000  

NW Documentary Arts & Media  $10,000   $16,000  -  $26,000  

OK You $15,000 - - $15,000 

Open Hearts Open Minds $15,000 - - $15,000 

Oregon Ballet Theatre  $80,000   $20,000  -  $100,000  

Oregon BRAVO Youth Orchestras  $45,000   $ 7,000  -  $52,000  

Oregon Children's Theatre  $60,000  -    -  $60,000  

Oregon Contemporary  $20,000   $22,000  -  $42,000  

Oregon Symphony Association  $100,000   $16,000  -  $116,000  

Outside the Frame  $15,000   $15,000  -  $30,000  

Pacific Youth Choir  $10,000   $16,000  -  $26,000  

PassinArt: A Theatre Company  $10,000   $20,000  -  $30,000  

PDX Jazz  $30,000   $16,000  -  $46,000  

PHAME  $30,000   $30,000  -  $60,000  

PlayWrite  $10,000   $16,000  -  $26,000  

Polaris Dance Theatre  $10,000   $22,000  -  $32,000  

Portland Art Museum  $100,000   $25,000  -  $125,000  

The Portland Ballet  $15,000   $13,000  -  $28,000  

Portland Baroque Orchestra  $30,000   $ 7,000  -  $37,000  

Portland Center Stage  $50,000   $27,000  -  $77,000  

Portland Columbia Symphony Orchestra  $15,000  -    -  $15,000  

Portland Experimental Theatre Ensemble  $10,000   $20,000  -  $30,000  

Portland Gay Men's Chorus  $30,000   $17,000  -  $47,000  

Portland Institute for Contemporary Art  $45,000   $20,000  -  $65,000  

Portland Opera  $45,000   $11,000  -  $56,000  

Portland Piano International  $20,000   $ 5,000  -  $25,000  

Portland Playhouse  $30,000   $27,000  -  $57,000  

Portland Street Art Alliance  $30,000   $20,000  -  $50,000  

Portland Taiko  $10,000  -    -  $10,000  

Portland Youth Philharmonic  $35,000   $ 7,000  -  $42,000  
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Profile Theatre  $15,000   $25,000  -  $40,000  

The Red Door Project  $30,000  -    -  $30,000  

Rejoice Diaspora Dance Theater $15,000 - $25,000 $40,000 

Resonance Ensemble  $10,000   $22,000  -  $32,000  

Shaking the Tree Theatre  $15,000   $20,000  -  $35,000  

Street Books  $10,000   $22,000  -  $32,000  

Takohachi - - $25,000 $25,000 

Theatre Diaspora - - $25,000 $25,000 

Third Angle New Music  $10,000   $27,000  -  $37,000  

Third Rail Repertory Theatre  $15,000   $17,000  -  $32,000  

Triangle Productions  $10,000  -    -  $10,000  

Vanport Mosaic $15,000 - $25,000 $40,000 

White Bird  $15,000   $20,000  -  $35,000  

Willamette Light Brigade/Portland Winter Light 

Festival 
$15,000 - - $15,000 

World Arts Foundation - - $25,000 $25,000 

World Stage Theatre  $20,000   $15,000  -  $35,000  

Write Around Portland  $20,000   $11,000  -  $31,000  

Totals  $1,858,510 $1,000,000 $250,000 $3,108,510 

 

 

Access Grants 

By City Code, RACC invests at least 5% of its Arts Access Fund revenues on “grants and programs to 

non-profit arts organizations, other nonprofits and schools that will give access to high-quality arts 

experiences to Kindergarten through 12th grade students (K-12) and for grants and programs that will 

make arts and culture experiences available to Portland residents, with particular emphasis on 

programs directed to communities who are underserved by local arts providers.” RACC accepts 

applications and distributes these funds as part of its “Arts3C” grant program. 

 

In FY23-24, RACC awarded a total of $541,000 of Arts Access Funds to123 organizations.  

 

45th Parallel, $5,000  

Advance Gender Equity in the Arts, $5,000  

Alberta Rose Theatre, $5,000  

Albina Music Trust, $5,000  

Aligned Artistry, $5,000  

All Classical Radio, $4,000  

Ambiguous Animals, LLC, $5,000  

A-WOL Dance Collective, $4,000  

Bach Cantata Choir, $5,000  

Barn Radio, $5,000  

Baylasan Botanicals, $5,000  

Berm, $5,000  

Big Mouth Society, $4,000  

Black Food Sovereignty Coalition, $5,000  

Borderline Press LLC, $2,000  
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Brave Atlas, $4,000  

Bridging Voices, $3,000  

Building Five, $5,000  

Carnation Contemporary LLC, $5,000  

Cathedral Park Performing Arts Collective, $5,000  

COCOLAB Design, $5,000  

congruency dance collective, $5,000  

Couch Film Collective, $5,000  

Crave Theatre Company, $5,000  

Curbside Serenade, $5,000  

Dance United, $5,000  

Defense Fund PDX, $5,000  

East Portland Collective, $5,000  

Eastside Jewish Commons, $2,000  

Elbow Room, $5,000  

en Taiko, $5,000  

EXT. 606, $5,000  

Extradition Ensemble, $3,000  

Fear No Music, $5,000  

Flight 64 Studio, $2,000  

Fonograf Editions, $5,000  

Freakybuttrue Peculiarium, $2,000  

Friends of Saturday Academy, $5,000  

Friends of Sellwood Community House, $3,000  

Gather:Make:Shelter, $5,000  

Graphic Arts Center, $4,000  

Hellenic-American Cultural Center & Museum of Oregon and SW Washington, $2,000  

Honeybee Films, $5,000  

Hungry Mantis, $2,000  

Immutable Studio, $5,000  

IN A LANDSCAPE, $5,000  

In Medio, $5,000  

In Mulieribus, $4,000  

Jazz Society of Oregon, $5,000  

Kickstand Comedy, $5,000  

Kind Heart Arts, $3,000  

Leaven Community, $3,000  

Lent Elementary PTA, $4,000  

LineStorm Playwrights, $5,000  

Make Music Day PDX, Inc., $2,000  

Many Hats Collaboration, $5,000  

Marcescence Magazine LLC, $3,000  

Meals on Wheels People, $5,000  

Medicine Bear Native American Spiritual Encampment Rodolfo Serna, $5,000  

Misfit Academy, $5,000  

Montavilla Jazz, $5,000  

Mount Tabor Dance Community, $5,000  

Multnomah Arts Center Association, $4,000  

Municipal Eco Resiliency Project, $5,000  

N. M. Productions Theater Company (DBA New Moon Productions), $2,000  

Native American Youth and Family Center, $5,000  

New Room Studios, $5,000  

New Wave Opera, $4,000  

New Year in the Park, $5,000  

Nomadic Theatre CO, $5,000  

North Pole Studio, $5,000  

Ode by Lauren Lesueur LLC, $5,000  
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On the Inside, $5,000  

Open Space, $4,000  

Oregon Arts Watch, $5,000  

Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education, $5,000  

Oregon Progress Forum, DBA Next Up, $3,000  

Overlook Neighborhood Association, $1,000  

Performance Works NorthWest, $3,000  

Portland Actors Conservatory, $4,000  

Portland Area Theatre Alliance, $4,000  

Portland Chamber Orchestra, $5,000  

Portland Child Art Studio, $5,000  

Portland Community College Foundation, $5,000  

Portland Dance Film Fest, $5,000  

Portland Fire Fighters Charitable Fund Inc., $5,000  

Portland in Color, $5,000  

Portland Indigenous Marketplace, $5,000  

Portland Jazz Composers Ensemble, $2,000  

Portland Latin American Film Festival, $5,000  

Portland Lesbian Choir, $5,000  

Portland Mornings, $5,000  

Portland Oregon Women’s Film Festival, $5,000  

Portland SummerFest, $5,000  

Portland Symphonic Choir, $5,000  

Portland Wind Symphony, $3,000  

Prismagic LLC, $5,000  

QDoc: Portland Queer Documentary Film Festival, $5,000  

Renegade Opera, $5,000  

Risk/Reward, $5,000  

Sabin CDC, $5,000  

Secret Room Press, $4,000  

Somali Cultural Museum of Oregon, $5,000  

Stage Fright, $5,000  

Steps for Youth, $4,000  

Studio Metropolis Inc, $4,000  

Takohachi, $2,000  

The Arc Portland Metro, $5,000  

The Curiosity Paradox, $5,000  

The Healing Underground, $5,000  

The Rockwood Center, $5,000  

The Ultimate Rock Guitar Dojo for Kids (DBA: Rock Dojo), $5,000  

UNLOCK THE ARTS INC, $5,000  

Variable West, $5,000  

Venezuela's Voice in Oregon, $3,000  

Waterstone Gallery, $5,000  

Whet, LLC. Amanda Harris, $5,000  

Willamette Light Brigade / Portland Winter Light Festival, $5,000  

Women In Film-Portland, $2,000  

Wonderfolk, $5,000  

Woodland Sung Productions, $5,000  

XRAY.FM, $5,000  

ZENA ZEZZA, $3,000  

 

TOTAL: $541,000 
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GRANTS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Committee 

 

Observations  

The total amount of support distributed by RACC in FY 23-24 for both General Operating 

Support ($3,108,510) and Access Grants ($541,000) is $3,649,510. This is considerably less 

than FY 22-23 when the amount awarded for General Operating Support ($5,132,800) and 

Access Grants ($477,000) totaled $5,609,800.  The difference is largely due to a special 

allocation of accumulated funds that RACC added to the pool of funds available as FY 

22-23 General Operating Support grants, and not to fluctuations in Arts Access Fund 

Revenue.  Using FY 23-24 data as a reference, the special allocation does not seem to 

have significantly altered the number of organizations receiving GOS support.  In FY 22-23, 

the number was 76.  In FY 23-24, the number was 79. 

 

The Committee commends RACC for its long-standing commitment to bringing emerging, 

often small and relatively new, organizations into its grant pool as they mature. In FY 22-23, 

five first-time recipients were awarded GOS support.  In FY 23-24, another five first-time 

recipients received GOS support.  

 

The Committee also commends RACC for allocating Art Access Fund dollars for Capacity 

Building Awards to organizations specifically led by and representing communities 

underserved by other arts institutions.  In FY 23-24, nine grants of $25,000 each were 

awarded to qualifying organizations.     

 

The data for FY 23-24 show how the two Arts Access Fund -supported grant programs serve 

different sectors of the arts and cultural community. Only four organizations (En Taiko, North 

Pole Studio, Takohachi, and Willamette Light Brigade) out of the 188 total organizations 

receiving support were awarded both a GOS grant and an Access grant.  
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  From The Committee 

The Committee is also pleased to note that a broad range of GOS grants were made, from 

$10,000 (Portland Taiko, Portland Children's Healing Art Project, Triangle Productions) to 

$125,000 (Portland Art Museum). The five largest grants (Portland Art Museum, Oregon 

Symphony, Oregon Ballet Theatre, Hollywood Theatre, NW Children's Theatre & School and 

Portland Center Stage), totaling $580,000, represented only 21% of the granted funds. 39 of 

79 grants were made in the $30,000-$50,000 range, with the average grant being $35,234. 

 

The Arts Access Fund Grant Sub-committee met numerous times to explore how more 

robust data collection and grant reporting might strengthen our ability to carry out our 

grant oversight responsibility. The creation of a new City program in October 2023 

provided the entire AOC with the opportunity to work with the City as it crafted and 

instituted a new RFP process seeking grant administrators for the contract period of July 1, 

2024-July 1, 2027. Healthy discussions about a range of possible Arts Access Fund-specific 

reporting requirements lead to the submission of a Grant Sub-committee-generated "wish 

list" to the City in November 2023. The purpose is to go beyond simply reporting on grantee 

names and award amounts to showing, via a variety of quantitative and qualitative 

approaches, including equity metrics and longitudinal data, that, in line with City Code, 

dollars support a variety of geographic areas, demographics and underserved 

communities through high-quality arts activities and/or experiences.  Secondarily, this 

purpose is to be achieved without being a burden on organizations of limited capacity.   

 

As of June 30, 2024, the City and its grantmaking partners are still finalizing the exact 

language and methods to be applied. We look forward to receiving expanded reporting 

data in the spring of 2025 and including it in our Report for 2024-2025. 

 

Recommendations 

The AOC will continue working with the City to expand grant reporting for both General 

Operating Support and Access Grants with a focus on gathering more robust quantitative 

and qualitative grant data and showing more directly how dollars work for K-12 kids and 

underserved communities. The upcoming inaugural year of Portland's new form of City 

government presents an unparalleled opportunity in the history of the Arts Access Fun 

grant programs to reimagine our work together in 'partnership for the kids.' 
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CLOSING 

2023-24 Oversight Committee Recommendations  

Arts Access Fund: Revenue.  

We encourage the Office of Arts and Culture to: 

• Continue to find ways to provide taxpayers with more positive messaging about the 

fund and its benefits for children, the arts and the entire community. This should 

include enhanced reporting on grants funded with Arts Access Fund dollars to 

reassure taxpayers the funds are being used in accordance with voter requirements.  

• Commend the Revenue Division for reducing collection costs this year and ask it to 

continue to find ways to expedite its collection process in the future.  

• Work with the Revenue Division to incorporate the annual Arts Access Fund payment  

into third party software and seek file sharing with the IRS as soon as possible to 

enhance compliance. 

• Work with the Revenue Division to provide the Office of Arts and Culture and the 

Oversight Committee with three-year projections of revenues and expenses after all 

collections, distribution and cost data is in from the first year of the fund. 

• Review funding distribution calculations as they relate to schools that already have 

excellent teacher to student ratios and consider how this should impact future 

distributions to ensure the broadest possible access to the arts across Portland. 

• Work with the Oversight Committee to create a more comprehensive way to track 

how different Arts Access Fund tax year dollars are used in any given fiscal year. This 

will continue to be an on-going need as the Revenue Division becomes better 

equipped to collect taxes from late and non-compliant filers. 

 

Arts Access Fund: Education. 

We encourage our partners at the Office of Arts and Culture and school districts to: 

• Clarify the definition of and to work towards implementing a high-quality arts 

education. By partnering to create an arts education framework, we will have a 

shared understanding of both our current achievements and our future 

developmental opportunities.  

• Continue to increase the level of detail of Arts Education Performance Metrics.  

Once again, our goal is a clear, consistent, cross-district framework. 

• Reassess whether teacher caseloads above 1:500 meet the voter objectives outlined 

in the ballot measure and translate to a high-quality arts education for our children. 

 

Arts Access Fund: Grants. 

We ask the Office of Arts and Culture to: 

• Continue to work with the AOC to expand grant reporting for both General Operating 

Support and Access Grants with a focus on gathering more robust quantitative 

and qualitative grant data and showing more directly how dollars work for K-12 kids 

and underserved communities. 
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APPENDICES 
 

Appendix 1: Voter’s Pamphlet Copy of the 2012 AEAF (Arts Access Fund) Ballot 

Measure 

  

Appendix 2: Arts Access Fund Revenues, Collection Costs & Disbursements All Tax 

Years Combined  

 

Appendix 3: Individual School District Arts Education Reports 

 

Appendix 4: How the Arts Access Fund Functions 
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Appendix 1: Voter’s Pamphlet Copy of the 2021 AEAF Ballot Measure 
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Appendix 2: Arts Access Fund Revenues, Collection Costs & 

Disbursements All Tax Years Combined  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 3: Individual School District Arts Education Reports 

 

See the next pages, in the following order: 

 

Centennial School District 

David Douglas School District 

Parkrose School District 

Portland Public Schools 

Reynolds School District 

Riverdale School District 

Charter Schools 
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EDUCATION: CENTENNIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2022 Disbursement 

$612,598 
 

Compared to TY 2021 

 

 2022-23 2023-24  

 

K-5 Student Enrollment 

2,281 2,325 
 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Arts Access Fund 

3 3 
 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

3 3 
 

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers 

6 6 
 

 

Part Time Physical Teachers 

0 0 
 

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers through Combined 

Part-Time Positions  

0 0  

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:380 1:390 

 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

60 60 
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Arts Disciplines FTE (All Funding Sources) 

 

Discipline Elementary FTE Middle School FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

0 0 2 

Music 

 

6 3 1 

Theater 

 

0 0 .5 

Dance 

 

0 0 0 

Media 

 

0 0 0 

 

 

City of Portland Arts Education Coordinator Summary 

 

Centennial School District uses Arts Access Funds to provide for music teachers in 

each of their elementary schools. Each elementary school has a full-time music 

teacher, so the caseload average for Centennial is equivalent to their FTE ratio of 

1:390. Music is the sole offering in the elementary and middle schools. Once students 

reach high school the pathways expand to include visual arts and theater.  
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EDUCATION: DAVID DOUGLAS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2022 Disbursement 

$859,492 
 

Compared to TY 2021 

 

 2022-23 2023-24  

 

K-5 Student Enrollment 

 

3,737 

 

3,699 

 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Arts Access Fund 

7.4 8.2 

 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

1.6 .8 

 

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers 

9 9 
 

 

Part Time Physical Teachers 

0 0 
 

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers through Combined 

Part-Time Positions  

0 0 
 

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:415 1:411 

 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

80-120 80 
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Arts Disciplines FTE (All Funding Sources) 

 

Discipline Elementary FTE Middle School FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

0 2 6 

Music 

 

9 9.5 3.17 

Theater 

 

0 0 1 

Dance 

 

0 0 0 

Media 

 

0 0 0 

 

 

City of Portland Arts Education Coordinator Summary 

 

David Douglas School District uses Arts Access Funds to provide for music teachers in 

each of their elementary schools. Each elementary school has a full-time music 

teacher, so the caseload average for David Douglas is equivalent to their FTE ratio of 

1:411. Music is the sole offering in the elementary years and the music program 

continues through middle and high school. In middle school visual arts is added as an 

offering and in high school arts courses include visual arts, music, and theater.  
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EDUCATION: PARKROSE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2022 Disbursement 

$285,706 
 

Compared to TY 2021 

 

 
 

 2022-23 2023-24  

 

K-5 Student Enrollment 

1,102 1,123 
 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Arts Access Fund  

2.5 2.5  

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

1.5 1.5  

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers 

4 4  

 

Part Time Physical Teachers 

0 0  

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers through Combined 

Part-Time Positions  

0 0  

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:276 1:280 
 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

67.5 67.5  
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Arts Disciplines FTE (All Funding Sources) 

 

Discipline Elementary FTE Middle School FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

0 1 1 

Music 

 

4 1 1.5 

Theater 

 

0 0 1 

Dance 

 

0 0 0 

Media 

 

0 0 1 

 

 

City of Portland Arts Education Coordinator Summary 

 

Park Rose School District uses Arts Access Funds to provide for music teachers in each 

of their elementary schools. Each elementary school has a full-time music teacher, so 

the caseload average for Park Rose is equivalent to their FTE ratio of 1:246. Music is 

the sole offering in the elementary years and the music program continues through 

middle and high school. In middle school visual arts is added as an offering. Once 

students reach high school the pathways expand to include visual arts, music, 

theater, and music.   
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EDUCATION: PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caseloads 

In PPS some arts educators work across multiple schools. Sixteen schools with music share one 

educator. The caseload for those educators ranges from 455 to 867 with an average caseload of 613. 

Ten schools with visual arts share one educator. The caseload for those educators ranges from 575 to 

731 with an average caseload of 620.   

 2022-23 2023-24  

 

K-5 Student Enrollment 

19,039 18,694 
 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Arts Access Fund 

38.95 43.41 
 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

46.20 33.68 
 

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers: Arts Access Fund 

49 43 
 

 

Part Time Physical Teachers: Arts Access Fund 

20 17 
 

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers through Combined 

Part-Time Positions: Arts Access Fund  

5 10 
 

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:224 1:242 
 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

45 Avg/per 

discipline 

45 Avg/per 

discipline 
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Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2022 Disbursement 

$4,982,414 
 

Compared to TY 2021 

 
K-12 Arts Disciplines (All Funding Sources) 

 

Discipline Elementary FTE Middle School FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

39.9 22.7 30.1 

Music 

 

31.9 20.2 12.7 

Theater 

 

0 3.9 7.2 

Dance 

 

4.1 7.3 5 

Media 

 

0 0 0 

 

Elementary Arts Disciplines (All Funding Sources) 

There are 60 elementary sites: 

• 38 (63%) offer music and visual arts  

• 5 (8%) offer music, visual arts, and dance  

• 12 (20%) offer only visual arts 

• 1 (2%) offer visual arts and dance  

• 4 (7%) offer only music  
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City of Portland Arts Education Coordinator Summary 

 

Portland Public Schools uses Arts Access Funds to provide for visual arts and music 

teachers in the elementary grades, with 71% of students participating in both 

pathways. 10% of elementary students participate in dance. In middle and high 

school visual arts, music, theater, and dance are offered. 

 

Arts FTE is allocated to schools based on school enrollment. K-5 schools with an 

enrollment of 334 or above are allocated 1.0 FTE per arts discipline while schools 

below that threshold are allocated .5 FTE per arts discipline. This staffing model means 

some teachers work across multiple schools.  

 

Since some teachers work part time positions, there are more physical teachers 

across the district than FTE. 70 elementary arts teachers are funded by the Arts 

Access Fund, with 43 working full time, 17 working part time and 10 working part time 

through a combination of positions. And an additional 23 teachers are funded 

through other district funds.  

 

The district FTE/Student ratio remains low at 1:242. Since there are multiple pathways 

in most schools, the FTE ratio is not equivalent to the caseload for individual teachers. 

Teachers working across multiple schools have an average caseload in excess of 600 

students.  
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EDUCATION: REYNOLDS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2022 Disbursement 

$350,346 
 

Compared to TY 2021 

 

 
  

 2022-23 2023-24  

 

K-5 Student Enrollment 

 

1,512 

 

1,576 

 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Arts Access Fund  

3.68 3.68 
 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

1.32 1.32  

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers 

4 4  

 

Part Time Physical Teachers 

0 0  

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers through Combined 

Part-Time Positions  

1 1 
 

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:302 1:315 
 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

60 60  



 

 
 44 

Arts Disciplines (All Funding Sources) 

 

Discipline 

Elementary FTE 

(Arts Access Fund  

Schools) 

Elementary FTE  

(Other Schools) 
Middle School FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

1 0 3 5 

Music 

 

4 7 6.17 3 

Theater 

 

0 0 2 1 

Dance 

 

0 0 0 0 

Media 

 

0 0 0 0 

 

 

City of Portland Arts Education Coordinator Summary 

Reynolds School District is partially within the geographical boundaries of Portland 

and four of their eleven elementary schools receive support from the Arts Access 

Fund. The Arts Access Fund elementary schools are each served by one full-time 

music teacher and split one visual arts teacher across all four schools. Students 

engage in music throughout the school year and the visual arts teacher spends one 

quarter of the school year at each school. The average caseload for the music 

teachers is 394.  The caseload for the visual arts teacher is 1,576; however, they only 

work with one quarter of the student population at a time.  

 

Music continues a pathway through the middle and high school years. Visual Arts 

and theater are also offered at the middle and high school level.  
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EDUCATION: RIVERDALE 
 

Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2022 Disbursement 

$68,022 
 

Compared to TY 2021 

 

 2022-23 2023-24  

 

K-5 Student Enrollment 

 

260 (K-5) 

 

250 (K-5) 

 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Arts Access Fund  

1 1  

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

1 1  

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers 

2 2  

 

Part Time Physical Teachers 

0 0  

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers through Combined 

Part-Time Positions  

0 0  

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:130 1:125 
 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

100 100  
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Arts Disciplines (All Funding Sources) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Portland Arts Education Coordinator Summary 

 

Riverdale School District is composed of one K-8 grade school and one high school. 

The grade school arts teachers serve all grades, Kindergarten through 8th grade, with 

a total school enrollment of 408. The grade school has one full time visual arts teacher 

and one full time music teacher, each with a caseload of 408. The high school 

continues to offer both visual arts and music.  

 

Discipline K-8 FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

1 1 

Music 

 

1 1 

Theater 

 

0 0 

Dance 

 

0 0 

Media 

 

0 0 
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EDUCATION: CHARTER SCHOOLS 

 

School Sponsor 
Arts Access 

FTE 

Other Funds 

FTE 

FTE/Student 

Ratio 
Disciplines 

Combined 

Instructional 

Minutes 

Arthur 

Academy 
PPS .5 .5 1:151 Music 70 

Kairos PDX PPS .2 .8 1:244 
Visual, 

Media 
180 

Le Monde 

French 

Immersion 

PPS .5 1.5 1:131 
Visual   

Music  
100 

Portland 

Village 

School 

PPS .58 1.42 1:144 
Visual                

Music 
120 

The 

Cottonwood 

School 

ODE .4 0 1:270 Visual   60 

The Emerson 

School 
PPS .5 0 1:228 Music  50 

The Ivy 

School 
ODE .38 .85 1:224 

Visual                   

Music  

Theater 

60 

David 

Douglas 

Arthur 

Academy 

David 

Douglas 
.5 .5 1:153 Music 70 

Holla School Reynolds 
Holla received a small disbursement of $10, 728 they will use in a future 

year.  

 

City of Portland Arts Education Coordinator Summary 

Charter schools primarily use Arts Access Funds to provide for music and visual arts 

teachers at their schools. Most schools contribute matching funds, with two schools 

relying solely on the Arts Access Fund to provide for arts educators. Students engage 

in arts education for at least 50 minutes a week across the charter schools.  
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Appendix 4: How the Arts Access Fund Functions 

The Arts Access Fund is a collaboration between Portland’s citizens, the City, our 

school districts, and the Regional Arts and Culture Council (RACC). The Revenue 

division assesses and collects the tax and distributes funds to the six school districts, 

Centennial, David Douglas, Parkrose, Portland Public, Reynolds, and Riverdale, 

serving students within the city of Portland’s geographic boundaries. School districts 

use the funds to pay for elementary (K-5) arts teachers while remaining funds beyond 

this amount fund grants for arts access for K-12 students and arts and cultural 

experiences for underserved communities.  

School District Funding Formula:  

(K-5 Student Enrollment/500) x Average Teacher Salary 

Arts Access Funds for arts education are disbursed according to a formula based on 

district enrollment and required to provide a minimum 500:1 student to certified arts 

teacher ratio. The City Revenue Division retains funds to pay the costs of collecting 

and distributing the tax. The City Arts Program receives up to 3% of the revenue to 

pay for arts education coordination and program evaluation. After disbursements 

are made to the school districts and City, the Regional Arts and Culture Council 

receives the remaining funds to distribute as grants. Beginning in the spring of 2024, 

the Portland Office of Arts & Culture received the disbursement to distribute as grants.  
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City of Portland

School Districts                        K-5 Arts Teachers

Revenue Division for costs 
of collecting and 

distributing tax                                         

City Arts Program for costs of 
coordination and evaluation

Regional Arts and Culture 
Council

Grants to Arts 
Organizations

General Support Funds

Access Funds 
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FUNCTION OF THE ARTS ACCESS FUND 

Fund Distribution Timelines 2023-24 

Winter: 1st Disbursement/Payout of Funds 

Late November/Early December

 

Spring: 2nd Disbursement/Payout of Funds 

Late March 

Disbursement to Schools

TY 2022 disbursements are based 
on the school district funding 
formula.

The first disbursement is half of 
the expected 2023-24
academic year disbursement 
based on student enrollment.

Disbursement to RACC

After City and School District 
disbursements, RACC receives 
the remaining dollars. 

Additional disbursements paid at 
this time include all back year 
tax collections received since 
the last disbursement, minus a 
small reserve to cover refunds. 

Disbursement to Schools

Disbursements to schools true-up 
the total amount of funds required 
based on actual 2023-24 
academic year student 
enrollment.

Disbursement to Office of A & C

Portland's Office of Arts and 
Culture received any net tax 
collections that exceeded 
required school disbursements, 
plus all back year tax collections 
since the last disbursement was 
released, minus a small reserve to 
cover refunds. 



  

 


