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AEAF OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

About the Committee 

The Arts Education and Access Fund (AEAF) was developed to provide funding for 

elementary arts education in Portland schools and to help fund access to arts and 

cultural experiences for K-12 kids and underserved communities. Portland voters 

created the fund by approving Measure 26-146 in 2012. The measure included the 

establishment of the AEAF Oversight Committee (AOC). The committee is charged 

with reviewing the expenditures, progress, and outcomes of the fund and reporting its 

findings to City Council annually.  

Report Scope and Timing 

This report covers academic year 2022-2023 (Fall 2022 to Summer 2023). This report 

was developed in Q4 2023 and finalized in Q1 2024. 

Statement from the Oversight Committee (March 29, 2024) 

 

To the City Council and the Residents of Portland, 

 

The AOC is delighted to provide you with our ninth annual report. Working in 

partnership with the City, we’ve transitioned to a new report format designed to 

delineate our findings, observations and recommendations about the AEAF’s 

investments in education and grants funding activities more clearly. Beginning with 

our next report, we will expand to include our assessment of the City’s management 

of the fund. 

 

We welcome your comments and reactions to this report. Please contact our 

committee through the Chair at aeafpdx@gmail.com. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Arts Education & Access Fund Oversight Committee (AOC) 

(see member roster next page) 

file:///C:/Users/Jenn/Box%20Sync/Box%20Sync/Documents/Project%20Work/Non-Random%20Mgmt/A%20House%20at%203839%20NE%2071st%20Avenue/AEAF/AEAF%202022%20Report%20to%20Council/aeafpdx@gmail.com
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AEAF OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE FINDINGS 

AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

State of the AEAF  

The Arts Education and Access Fund (AEAF) provides funds for high-quality 

elementary arts education, K-12 access to existing and emerging arts organizations 

as well as access to arts and cultural experiences for underserved communities. The 

AEAF supports arts education in a mix of disciplines – visual arts, music, dance, 

theater and media arts - for more than 30,000 K-5 students across the City of 

Portland. The Fund also provides millions of dollars of grants to local arts 

organizations that keep the city of Portland vibrant.  

 

The AEAF Oversight Committee observes that key objectives of the ballot measure 

are successfully being delivered for academic year 2022-2023. 

 

AEAF Revenues. Total Tax Year 2021 AEAF collections are $10,176,510, down slightly 

from the prior tax year. Net revenues are $8,402,270, a decline of approximately 

thirteen percent. This number will increase as additional filers come into 

compliance. Collection costs increased in the reporting period. 

 

AEAF Arts Education. AEAF tax dollars are funding 59.81 K-5 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) 

teaching positions in the City. Districts are funding an additional 58.89 FTEs, for a 

total of 118.7 FTEs providing K-5 arts education. Districts typically have 

student/teacher ratios for arts educators better than the required one certified arts 

educator per 500 students the ballot measure requires across the district, although 

questions remain about the ratio for full vs. part-time teachers and at the individual 

school vs. the district level. Each district is also funding additional arts educator 

salaries, albeit at varying levels. Continuous arts educational pathways – meaning 

arts class options where kids can study the same arts discipline (music, or visual arts, 

for example) from elementary through high school - are unfolding. City of Portland 

charter schools are included, in detail, for the first time in this report. Better defining 

requirements for high-quality arts education, enhancing the detail of data reporting 

to include school, artistic discipline and arts educator views and clarifying 

expectations for AEAF vs. charter school or district funding remain opportunities. 

 

AEAF Grants. In FY2022-23, RACC distributed approximately $5.6M of AEAF proceeds 

as General Operating Support (GOS, $5.1M) and Arts3C ($477K) grants. $2.4M of the 

GOS funds had previously been held in reserve but were released as a special, one-
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time allocation, effectively doubling the funding most GOS organizations received 

in FY2022-23. While AEAF grants do good work in our community, ensuring that 

AEAF-funded grant programs focus on the two, voter-approved objectives for the 

grants (K-12 arts access and arts and cultural experiences for underserved 

communities) and enhancing the level of detail in post-grant reporting remain 

opportunities. 

Progress on Prior Recommendations  

The AEAF Oversight Committee made significant progress towards its objectives in 2022-23. We: 

• Completed a review of contracts related to the AEAF and have urged the City to update 

them to better codify voter requirements, including implementing performance 

requirements. The City has begun this process. 

 

• Worked with the City to begin to put updated committee bylaws in place. Our committee 

is working under an outdated working agreement rather than the City’s best practices, 

standardized bylaws. In addition, we began the process of seeking Certified Advisory Body 

status. We appreciate and acknowledge the City’s efforts to move this effort forward. 

 

• Partnered with the City’s new arts education coordinator to begin to identify ways to 

enhance the level of detail in school data collection and the timeliness of reporting, 

including a deeper look at AEAF-related education through an equity lens and ensuring 

charter schools are captured in the report.  

 

• Continued to advocate for enhanced reporting on grants funded with AEAF dollars to 

ensure the funds are used in accordance with voter requirements for the fund. The City has 

begun to engage with us in this process. 

 

• Established standing office hours and an ongoing pattern of engagement with the City.  

 

The AEAF Oversight Committee is still working towards the following objectives outlined in the 

prior year’s report: 

• Hearing directly from AEAF-funded K-5 arts educators. We believe that by listening to their 

successes and challenges we will better understand the value associated with the AEAF, 

where it is succeeding and where improvement opportunities may exist. Our committee will 

explore adding the most appropriate way to add arts  educator voices in the future. 

 

• Continuing to enhance the level of detail of school district reporting, delivering on both 

qualitative and quantitative reporting elements, including the use of district-submitted State 

of the Arts summaries (reports on areas of instruction, students served, educator caseloads, 

etc.) detailed in prior AOC reports. This will enable us to provide more meaningful oversight 

into the “high-quality” arts education required by the measure. 
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• Deepening the level of grant reporting, ensuring that voters can see how grants support 

the AEAF’s objectives for arts access for K-12 students or access to arts and cultural 

experiences for Portland’s underserved communities. 

 

• Strengthening management oversight of the AEAF specifically the City’s work in 

administering the funds and ensuring both high-quality arts education and arts access for 

K-12 students and for Portland’s underserved communities are delivered as intended by 

voters. We will begin reporting on the City’s management activities in greater detail in the 

2023-24 report.    

 

• Establishing and adhering to a consistent, yearly reporting schedule, with an eye towards 

having the annual AOC report presented to Council at or near the conclusion of each 

academic year. 

 

Summary of 2022-23 Recommendations  

AEAF Arts Education.  

• Bring the City, the AOC, the districts and all other relevant stakeholders together to define 

high-quality arts education to enable improved program implementation and oversight. 

 

• Arts educators and arts educational associations indicate a full academic year of 

instruction in any single artistic discipline reflects a high-quality arts education. Determine 

whether changes are needed for any kids served by the fund today. 

 

• Continue to increase the level of detail of arts education performance metrics expanding 

data to illustrate how many kids have access to only one art class, and whether any take 

more than one class concurrently, in addition to clarifying progress on continuous 

pathways from elementary through high school arts classes.  

 

• Gather data to determine whether students across each district have the voter-mandated 

degree of access to certified arts educators, meaning future district reporting data should 

include a clear definition of FTE (for example, 32, 35, 40 or some other number of hours), the 

student to arts teacher caseload for full and part time positions (for each position), and the 

certified arts educator to student caseload at each individual school receiving AEAF funds, 

ideally broken out by artistic discipline at each school.   

 

• Clarify any expected level of charter school or district financial contribution for arts 

educators within the next academic year. Ensure all districts and schools receiving funds 

have a clear understanding of any requirement. 
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• Remind voters the AEAF fund is about engaged, learning kids. We recommend the City 

gather and include stories when it communicates about the Fund, helping to ensure an 

accurate image of the fund’s efficacy to the public.  

 

• Continue to expand kids’ exposure to multiple arts disciplines. Our committee, partly 

comprised of working professional artists, notes the successes in the fund, but also believes 

children do best when exposed to multiple artistic disciplines. Committee analysis shows 

that the distribution of arts education by discipline (dance, music, visual, theater) isn’t even 

across schools. In order to ensure that students are exposed to a variety of arts disciplines, 

while being fiscally responsible, perhaps there is a role for a grantee or an educational 

organization to provide a travelling educational experience for theater, dance and media.   

 

AEAF Grants. 

• Ensure the AEAF grants program focuses on the two grant objectives codified in the ballot 

measure. The summary statement from the ballot measure reads “Tax can only be used 

for…grants to provide high-quality arts access for kindergarten through 12th grade 

students and to make arts, culture experiences available to underserved communities.” 

The committee requests and looks forward to additional conversations with the City, or  to 

additional qualitative insight or data provided by the City, to validate that the AEAF grant 

funds are being used as the voters intended.  

• The AEAF AOC and the City partner to enhance grant reporting requirements to allow a 

better analysis of fidelity to the voters’ intent and grant funding outcomes. 
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Summary of 2022-23 Recommendations  

 

City  

of Portland 

Arts Education 

• Bring the City, the AOC, the districts and all other relevant stakeholders 

together to define high-quality arts education to enable improved program 

implementation and oversight. 

• Increase the level of detail of arts education performance metrics expanding 

data to illustrate how many kids have access to only one vs. multiple art 

classes, in addition to clarifying progress on continuous pathways. 

• Gather data to determine whether students across each district have the 

voter-mandated degree of access to certified arts educators.   

• Clarify the expected level of any charter school and district financial 

contribution for arts educators, updating IGAs if necessary. 

• Review the equity analysis of schools. 

• Remind voters the AEAF fund is about engaged, learning kids. Gather and 

include stories when it communicates about the Fund, helping to ensure an 

accurate image of the fund’s efficacy to the public.  

  AEAF Grants 

• Ensure the AEAF grants program focuses on the two grant objectives codified 

in the ballot measure.  

• Partner with the AOC to enhance grant reporting requirements to allow a 

better analysis of fidelity to the voters’ intent and grant funding outcomes. 

   Revenue 

• Develop a three-to-five year forecast of expected Fund performance. 

AEAF School 

Districts 

• Partner with the City to define high-quality arts education.  

• Arts educators and arts educational associations indicate a full academic 

year of instruction in any single artistic discipline reflects a high-quality arts 

education. Determine whether changes are needed for any kids served by 

the fund today. 

• Conduct an equity analysis of schools.  

• Continue to expand kids’ exposure to multiple arts disciplines specifically the 

less-available options of theater, dance and media.   
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AEAF TAX DOLLARS AND FINANCIAL 

REPORT 
DATA PROVIDED BY:  

CITY OF PORTLAND REVENUE DIVISION 

Photo Credit: Beth Conyers 
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AEAF REVENUE AND DISBURSEMENTS 
The following pages detail the total AEAF funds received from collections, collection 

costs, net revenue (funds available for K-5 arts educators and grants after collection 

costs are deducted) and annual disbursements to the six school districts and RACC. 

Collections  
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Revenue  

 

 

 

The City’s Revenue Division continues to collect on all previous tax years, thus 

collections for Tax Year (TY) 2021 and prior years are not yet complete; they will 

increase as late filers come into compliance. The Revenue Division anticipates total 

revenue for TY 2021 will be similar to previous years and that the dip in revenue for TY 

2019 will remain, meaning near-term expectations for net revenue from the AEAF will 

be approximately nine million dollars annually.  

 

Collection costs returned to a level and a rate of increase similar to TY 2019.  
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Disbursements 

 

 

 

While revenue collected is reported by tax year (the previous calendar year), 

disbursements are usually reported by fiscal year (July 1 to June 30 for the City). After 

the City retains funds for collection costs and education coordination, school districts 

receive their funding. The remaining funds are dispersed to RACC to distribute as 

grants. As the City revenue division collects taxes from previous tax years, those funds 

are immediately earmarked for grants (since that year’s educational funding 

obligations have already been met).  Funding to school districts and RACC has 

remained stable. Funding to school districts is responsive to inflationary costs as it is 

calculated based on average teacher salary and average daily student enrollment 

(reported by the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) as Average Daily 

Membership (ADM)).  

 

 

 

 

$7,110,312 

$6,813,854 

$7,007,811 

$7,577,797 
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AEAF Disbursements

RACC Schools
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From The Committee 

Observations 

• Tax Year 2021 AEAF collections are $10,176,510, decreasing approximately 

eight percent from Tax Year 2020. Ultimately this will improve as back taxes 

are collected for five to seven years following the tax year. 

• Net Tax Year 2021 AEAF revenues are $8,402, 270, a decline of approximately 

thirteen percent. Again, this number will increase as additional filers come into 

compliance. 

• Tax Year 2021 AEAF collection costs are $1,773,240, increasing sharply from 

Tax Year 2020 but generally in line with Tax Tear 2019. 

• Disbursements for the Fiscal Year 22/23 were $10.6M in total, with two-thirds of 

the funds ($7.1) provided to schools for arts education and one-third of the 

funds ($3.5M) provided to RACC for grants. This figure includes a one-time 

reserve disbursement of approximately $2.4M for grants. 

 

For additional information about AEAF Collections, Collection Costs and Net Revenues 

refer to Appendix 2: Arts Education and Access Fund Revenues, Collection Costs & 

Disbursements All Tax Years Combined - Collections as of 03/10/2023. (Portland.gov) 

  

Recommendations  

Although the above figures will increase as collection activities continue, it seems it 

may be prudent for the City and its partners to assume AEAF revenues will remain 

in a slightly lower range for the immediate future. The AOC asks City Revenue to 

provide, in addition to the AEAF collection history, a three-to-five year forecast with 

guidance about the expected, near-term performance of the Fund. 
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22/23 ARTS EDUCATION REPORT 

 
AEAF ARTS EDUCATION REPORT 

SUBMITTED BY:  

CITY OF PORTLAND 
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EDUCATION: OVERVIEW 

 

In academic year 2022-23, the AEAF provided funds for certified arts educators for 

almost thirty thousand K-5 students in the city of Portland. These students attend 94 

schools across the city and are taught by roughly 119 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) 

certified arts educators, about half of which are funded by the AEAF and half by 

other district funds.  

 

Full Time Equivalent is a unit of measurement used to indicate the number of full-time 

hours worked by employees. As some teachers work part-time positions, it is not 

equivalent to the number of physical arts teachers working in the district.  

 

Data collected by the City Arts Education Coordinator. Enrollment numbers provided 

by the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) Fall Membership Report 2022-23 and 

school districts supplied FTE and instructional minutes.  

 

  

Photo Credit: Beth Conyers 
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2022-23 AEAF Arts Education Activity and Investment Summary 

 

District 
AEAF  

Sites 
Disbursement 

K-5 

Student 

Enrollment 

FTE:  

AEAF 

FTE:  

Other 

Funds 

Total 

FTE/Student 

Ratio 

Centennial 6 $582,568 2,281 3 3 1:380 

David 

Douglas 
9 $857,126 3,737 7.4 1.6 1:415 

Parkrose 4 $257,566 1,102 2.5 1.5 1:276 

PPS 62 $4,747,250 19,034 38.95 46.20 1:224 

Reynolds 4 $359,887 1,512 3.68 1.32 1:302 

Riverdale 1 $74,972 260 1 1 1:130 

Charter 

Schools 
8 $232,227 1,553 3.28 4.27 1:208 

Total 94 $7,111,596 29,479 59.81 58.89 N/A 

 

City of Portland AEAF Education Coordinator Summary 

All districts and charter schools are contributing funds for arts FTE in addition to AEAF funds, however 

the amount of the contribution varies between districts and schools. All schools and districts are 

meeting the stated goal of an FTE/Student ratio of 500 or less, with most considerably below this ratio. 

Current agreements with districts and schools do not define high quality arts education, including 

requirements for contributing to FTE from additional funds, instructional minutes, adequate teaching 

space, standards-based instruction, or equity practices. Increased agreements and data collection 

around these metrics could help ensure a high-quality arts education for students.  
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EDUCATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Committee 

 

Observations  

The AEAF has a broad reach. Almost 30,000 elementary school students are touched by 

the AEAF. The committee notes and appreciates the added detail about charter school 

students in this year’s arts educator report. 

 

The required AEAF Student/Teacher ratio is usually exceeded. Portland’s six area school 

districts all meet the 1:500 certified arts educator to student ratio goal mandated by the 

AEAF at the district level. The AOC would like to verify that this caseload is accurate for all 

students within each district and plans to request additional information to enable that 

validation moving forward.  

 

AEAF funding as a percent of total arts staffing varies by district and is changing with 

declining student enrollment: Student enrollment is down in all except the two smallest 

school districts, but annual school disbursements have risen due to the increase in average 

teacher salary during the time period.  

 

In Portland Public Schools, the AEAF provides 46% of the overall FTE positions delivering arts 

education. For the Centennial, Parkrose, Riverdale and Reynolds school districts, each 

receives about 67% of arts teacher funding from the AEAF while David Douglas skews this 

number and receives 82% of arts educator funding from the AEAF. 

 

K-5 investment by artistic discipline is typically focused on music and visual art. Broken 

down by arts discipline, AEAF funds are used primarily for  music (42%) and visual arts (43%) 

education, with a small amount for all other disciplines (13%). In Portland Public Schools 

33% of disbursements fund music, 50% visual art and 15% theater or dance.  In other districts 

63% of the funding goes to music education, 28% to visual art and 7% to others.   
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  From The Committee 

Recommendations 

Continue to clarify the definition of and to work towards implementing a high-quality arts 

education. For example, even though the City, the districts and the AOC will be better 

quantifying a high-quality arts education as required by the ballot measure moving 

forward, Arts educators and arts educational associations indicate a full academic year of 

instruction in any single artistic discipline reflects a high-quality arts experience. 

 

 

Continue to Increase the Level of Detail of Arts Education Performance Metrics – 

Instructional minutes are a welcome addition to the arts education report that committee 

applauds as we work to better define a high-quality arts education for Portland-area kids. 

We ask that the City consider expanding metrics to illustrate how many kids have access 

to only one art class, and whether any take more than one class concurrently, in addition 

to clarifying progress on continuous pathways from elementary through high school arts 

classes.  

 

Finally, the committee has previously expressed a desire to confirm that students across 

each district have the voter-mandated degree of access to certified arts educators. The 

committee wants to make sure all schools and districts are evaluated using clear, 

comparable formulas for calculations.  The AOC, therefore, requests future district 

reporting data include a clear definition of FTE (for example, 32, 35, 40 or some other 

number of hours), the student to arts teacher caseload for full and part time positions (for 

each position), and the certified arts educator to student caseload at each individual 

school receiving AEAF funds.  

 

Clarify the Expected Level of Charter and District Financial Contribution for Arts Educators. 

Remind the voters and all stakeholders that the AEAF is a partnership. Ensure all districts 

and schools receiving funds have a clear understanding of any requirements, and are 

able to come into compliance regarding their own share of arts educator funding. 
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From The Committee (Continued Recommendations) 

 

Remind Voters the AEAF Fund is About Engaged, Learning Kids. 

We recommend the City gather and include stories when it communicates about the 

Fund, helping to ensure an accurate image of the fund’s efficacy to the public.  

 

Continue to Expand Exposure to Multiple Arts Disciplines- Our committee, partly comprised 

of working professional artists, notes the successes in the fund, but also believes children do 

best when exposed to multiple artistic disciplines. The committee encourages the districts 

to find ways to expose more kids to theater, dance and media arts.  This goal could be 

accomplished through traveling teachers, a partnership with a non-profit or in other 

creative ways.  The AOC encourages the City and the districts to create a system to track 

this type of exposure.   
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AEAF GRANTS REPORT 

SUBMITTED BY: CITY OF PORTLAND 

Photo Credit: Beth Conyers 
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GRANTS: GRANT DISBURSEMENT  

General Operating Support    

By City Code, RACC distributes up to 95 percent of its AEAF proceeds for “grants to support non-profit 

Portland arts organizations that demonstrate artistic excellence, provide service to the community, 

show administrative and fiscal competence and provide a wide range of high-quality arts programs to 

the public.” RACC blends City General Fund and AEAF money to provide “General Operating 

Support,” or unrestricted grants, to meet this goal. The tables below reflect AEAF investments only. 

 

In FY2022-23, RACC distributed a total of $5,114,800 of AEAF proceeds as General Operating Support 

to 76 unique organizations in Portland. 

• Most organizations received “Base Awards,” which are consistent amounts from year to year. 

Four “New GOS Organizations” received their first award in June of 2023. 

• Many organizations also applied for and received “Investment Awards” that recognize 

organizations investing in equitable operations and working to increase community impact.  

• RACC’s Capacity Building Program provides cash grants and technical assistance for 

organizations specifically led by and representing communities underserved by other arts 

institutions.  

• In June of 2023, RACC disbursed an additional $2.4 million in AEAF funds that it had been 

holding in reserve effectively doubling the amount of funding that most arts organizations 

received in FY2022-23.  

  

 

Organization  Base Award  
Investment 

Award 

Capacity 
Building 
Program 

Special 
Allocation, 
June 2023 

New GOS 
Organization, 

June 2023 
Total 

Alberta Abbey Foundation          $           15,000   $              15,000  

Artists Repertory Theatre  $           40,000   $           19,300     $           60,000     $            119,300  

Arts for Learning NW (Young 
Audiences)  $           35,000   $             9,300     $           45,000     $              89,300  

Blue Sky Gallery (Oregon Center for 
the Photographic Arts)  $           10,000   $             8,200     $           15,000     $              33,200  

Bodyvox  $           35,000   $           15,900     $           45,000     $              95,900  

Boom Arts  $           10,000   $           28,500     $           15,000     $              53,500  

Caldera          $           30,000   $              30,000  

Cappella Romana  $           15,000   $           15,200     $           30,000     $              60,200  

Chamber Music Northwest  $           30,000   $           15,200     $           45,000     $              90,200  

Children's Healing Art Project  $           10,000   $                   -       $           15,000     $              25,000  

Coho Productions  $           15,000   $           17,800     $           20,000     $              52,800  

Corrib Theatre  $           10,000   $             5,900     $           15,000     $              30,900  

Cymaspace      $           25,000   $           15,000     $              40,000  

Echo Theater Company  $           15,000       $           30,000     $              45,000  
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En Taiko      $           25,000   $           15,000     $              40,000  

Ethos Music Center  $           15,000   $           26,300     $           30,000     $              71,300  

Friends of Chamber Music  $           15,000       $           30,000     $              45,000  

Friends of Noise (All Ages Music 
Portland)  $           10,000   $           10,700     $           15,000     $              35,700  

Hand2Mouth  $           10,000   $           16,300     $           15,000     $              41,300  

Hollywood Theatre (Film Action 
Oregon)  $           30,000   $           18,900     $           60,000     $            108,900  

Imago Theatre  $           10,000   $             7,400     $           20,000     $              37,400  

Independent Publishing Resource 
Center  $           10,000   $           27,400     $           15,000     $              52,400  

Instituto de Cultura y Arte In Xochitl 
In Cuicatl       $           25,000   $           15,000     $              40,000  

Lan Su Chinese Garden          $           30,000   $              30,000  

Literary Arts  $           40,000   $           27,400     $           60,000     $            127,400  

Live Wire Radio  $           10,000   $             7,800     $           30,000     $              47,800  

Media Rites      $           25,000   $           15,000     $              40,000  

Metropolitan Youth Symphony  $           20,000   $           20,400     $           30,000     $              70,400  

Miracle Theatre Group  $           15,000   $             7,800     $           30,000     $              52,800  

My Voice Music  $           10,000   $           26,700     $           20,000     $              56,700  

New Expressive Works  $           10,000   $           13,300     $           15,000     $              38,300  

Northwest Children's Theater & 
School  $           30,000   $           24,800     $           60,000     $            114,800  

Northwest Dance Project  $           30,000   $             7,800     $           45,000     $              82,800  

NW Documentary Arts & Media  $           10,000       $           15,000     $              25,000  

Oregon Ballet Theatre  $           80,000   $           11,900     $         100,000     $            191,900  

Oregon BRAVO Youth Orchestras  $           30,000   $           17,400     $           45,000     $              92,400  

Oregon Children's Theatre  $           30,000   $           16,700     $           60,000     $            106,700  

Oregon Contemporary  $           15,000   $           23,000     $           20,000     $              58,000  

Oregon Symphony Association  $         100,000   $             7,400     $         175,000     $            282,400  

Outside the Frame  $           15,000   $           10,000     $           20,000     $              45,000  

Pacific Youth Choir  $           10,000   $           16,700     $           20,000     $              46,700  

PassinArt: A Theatre Company  $           10,000       $           15,000     $              25,000  

PDX Jazz  $           15,000   $             8,900     $           30,000     $              53,900  

PHAME  $           15,000   $           29,700     $           30,000     $              74,700  

PlayWrite  $           10,000   $             6,300     $           15,000     $              31,300  

Polaris Dance Theatre  $           10,000   $           21,500     $           15,000     $              46,500  

Portland Art Museum  $         140,000   $           21,500     $         175,000     $            336,500  

Portland Baroque Orchestra  $           15,000   $           14,800     $           45,000     $              74,800  

Portland Center Stage  $           80,000   $           26,300     $         100,000     $            206,300  

Portland Columbia Symphony 
Orchestra  $           15,000       $           20,000     $              35,000  

Portland Experimental Theatre 
Ensemble  $           10,000   $           16,300     $           15,000     $              41,300  

Portland Gay Men's Chorus  $           10,000   $           14,800     $           20,000     $              44,800  

Portland Institute for Contemporary 
Art  $           30,000   $           18,500     $           45,000     $              93,500  

Portland Opera Association  $           65,000   $             9,600     $           85,000     $            159,600  

Portland Piano International  $           10,000   $             7,000     $           20,000     $              37,000  

Portland Playhouse  $           35,000   $           26,300     $           45,000     $            106,300  

Portland Street Art Alliance  $           10,000   $           17,400     $           20,000     $              47,400  

Portland Taiko  $           10,000       $           15,000     $              25,000  

Portland Youth Philharmonic  $           35,000   $           23,700     $           45,000     $            103,700  

Profile Theatre  $           20,000   $           27,800     $           30,000     $              77,800  
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Rejoice Diaspora Dance Theater      $           25,000   $           15,000     $              40,000  

Resonance Vocal Ensemble          $           15,000   $              15,000  

Shaking the Tree Theatre  $           15,000   $           26,700     $           20,000     $              61,700  

Street Books  $           10,000   $           10,000     $           15,000     $              35,000  

Takohachi      $           25,000   $           15,000     $              40,000  

The Portland Ballet  $           20,000   $             8,200     $           30,000     $              58,200  

The Red Door Project  $           15,000   $           17,100     $           30,000     $              62,100  

Theatre Diaspora      $           25,000   $           15,000     $              40,000  

Third Angle New Music  $           10,000   $           23,700     $           15,000     $              48,700  

Third Rail Repertory Theatre  $           15,000   $           21,100     $           20,000     $              56,100  

Triangle Productions  $           10,000   $             8,200     $           20,000     $              38,200  

Vanport Mosaic      $           25,000   $           15,000     $              40,000  

White Bird  $           20,000   $             7,800     $           30,000     $              57,800  

World Arts Foundation      $           25,000   $           15,000     $              40,000  

World Stage Theatre  $           10,000   $           17,800     $           15,000     $              42,800  

Write Around Portland  $           10,000   $           27,400     $           20,000     $              57,400  

 

 

Access Grants 

By City Code, RACC invests at least 5% of its AEAF revenues on “grants and programs to non-profit arts 

organizations, other nonprofits and schools that will give access to high-quality arts experiences to 

Kindergarten through 12th grade students (K-12) and for grants and programs that will make arts and 

culture experiences available to Portland residents, with particular emphasis on programs directed to 

communities who are underserved by local arts providers.” RACC accepts applications and distributes 

these funds as part of its “Arts3C” grant program. 

 

In FY2022-23, RACC awarded a total of $477,000 of AEAF funds to 110 organizations.  

 

45th Parallel, $4,000  
AFRU Gallery, $3,000  
Airlie Press, $3,000  
All Classical Portland, $5,000  
Artist Mentorship Program (AMP), $4,000  
Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon Communities United Fund (APANO CUF), $5,000  
A-WOL Dance Collective, $4,000  
Belong Art Community, $5,000  
Blackfish Gallery, $5,000  
Blanchet House of Hospitality, $5,000  
Brain Injury Connections Northwest, $5,000  
Bridger Elementary School PTA, $2,000  
Bridgeworks Oregon, $5,000  
Bridging Voices, $2,000  
Cascadia Composers, $2,000  
Centennial School District, $3,000  
CETI, $5,000  
Chiral Filmworks, $5,000  
Clinton St. Theater, $5,000  
Color Outside the Lines, $5,000  
Columbia Slough Watershed Council, $5,000  
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Crave Theatre Company, $5,000  
Creative Music Guild, $5,000  
Dana Thompson Memorial Fund of Awesome, $2,000  
Depave, $5,000  
Desert Island Studios, $5,000  
DJ Anjali & The Incredible Kid, $5,000  
Earthtones Northwest, $5,000  
en Taiko, $5,000  
Fear No Music, $5,000  
First Matter Press, $3,000  
Friends of Peninsula Park Rose Garden, $5,000  
From the Ground UP : A Research and Development Center for New Art, $3,000  
Gather:Make:Shelter, $5,000  
Good in the Hood, $5,000  
Growing Gardens, $5,000  
Heidi Duckler Dance/Northwest, $5,000  
Hoi Phu Huynh, $5,000  
HOLLA School, $5,000  
HONK PDX, $5,000  
Immigrant and Refugee Community Organization, $5,000  
Japanese Ancestral Society - Ikoi no Kai, $2,000  
Jazz Society of Oregon, $5,000  
Jim Pepper Native Arts Council, $3,000  
Kickstand Comedy, $5,000  
Lan Su Chinese Garden, $5,000  
Latino Network, $5,000  
Loc Luv, $3,000  
Many Hats Collaboration, $5,000  
MediaRites, $4,000  
Misfit Academy, $5,000  
Montavilla Jazz, $5,000  
N. M. Productions Theater Company (DBA New Moon Productions), $2,000  
Nat Turner Project, $5,000  
New Room Studios, $5,000  
New Year in the Park, $5,000  
North Pole Studio, $5,000  
Office Retreat, $2,000  
One Grand Gallery, $5,000  
Open Space, $5,000  
Oregon Arts Watch, $5,000  
Oregon Post Adoption Resource Center & Library, $1,000  
Oregon Potters Association, $3,000  
Oregon Society of Artists, $5,000  
OrpheusPDX, $5,000  
PDX Suite Spot LLC, $5,000  
Perfect Day Publishing, $3,000  
Portland Dance Film Fest, $4,000  
Portland Drama Club, $5,000  
Portland Indigenous Marketplace, $3,000  
Portland Japanese Garden, $5,000  
Portland Jazz Composers Ensemble, $5,000  
Portland Latin American Film Festival, $5,000  
Portland Parks Foundation, $5,000  
Portland Radio Project, $5,000  
Portland Revels, $5,000  
Portland Samba, $2,000  
Portland Symphonic Choir, $3,000  
Portland Textile Month, $3,000  
Pride of Portland Chapter of Sweet Adelines Intl., $2,000  
push/FOLD, $5,000  
QDoc: Portland Queer Documentary Film Festival, $5,000  
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ReBuliding Center, $2,000  
Risk/Reward, $5,000  
Roots and All Theatre Ensemble, $5,000  
Sabin CDC, $5,000  
Samewave Radio, $5,000  
Secret Roller Disco, $4,000  
Shady Pines Radio, $5,000  
Sincere Studio, $5,000  
SKC, $5,000  
Sojourn Theatre, $5,000  
SoundsTruck NW, $5,000  
Souvenir, $5,000  
Stelo Arts and Culture Foundation (c3:initiative), $5,000  
Steps for Youth, $5,000  
Synth Library Portland (S1), $5,000  
Takohachi, $2,000  
Tattoo 34, $5,000  
The Ink Lab Custom Apparel LLC, $5,000  
The Media Project, $5,000  
The Old Church Society, Inc., $2,000  
The Theatre Company, $5,000  
True Path Consulting NW, $5,000  
Venezuela's Voice in Oregon, $2,000  
Vibe of Portland, $5,000  
Vino Veritas, $5,000  
Water in the Desert, $5,000  
WATMBP LLC, $5,000  
Willamette Light Brigade / Portland Winter Light Festival, $5,000  
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GRANTS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Committee 

 

Observations  

 

In FY22-23, RACC distributed a total of $5.1M of AEAF proceeds as General Operating 

Support (GOS) to 76 unique organizations in Portland. Eleven GOS grants were over 

$100,000. Of those, five were for theaters the rest ranged across art disciplines. The largest 

individual grant went to the Portland Art Museum for $336,500 

 

AEAF funds were used to help maturing arts organizations in Portland. There were four new 

organizations receiving GOS grants; their awards add up to $95,000. In addition, the AEAF 

provided a total of $225,000 in Capacity Building Grants.  

 

Music and theater receive around 50% of the GOS awards, with about 20% of grantees 

classified as community organizations that  program in multiple arts disciplines.   

 

In FY22-23, RACC awarded a total of $477,000 of AEAF funds to 110 organizations for K-12 

arts access and access for underserved communities. In the small grants portfolio 41% are 

community organizations programming in multiple disciplines, the rest is somewhat evenly 

distributed among the art focus areas. 

For additional information about the AEAF AOC’s arts discipline analysis refer to Appendix 5. 

 

Disbursements were up year over year, mainly due to the one-time reserve payout.  

 

The level of grant reporting makes it difficult to determine whether voter objectives for AEAF 

are being met, or for any analysis by artistic discipline or other criteria the AOC might wish 

to use (for example, population served, geographic area of the City or other equity 

metrics). The committee looks forward to partnering with the City to enhance grant 

reporting detail in the future.  
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  From The Committee 

 

Recommendations The AOC is concerned that the City may need to recenter the AEAF 

grants program and its administration on the two grant objectives codified in the ballot 

measure. The ballot measure’s summary statement reads “Tax can only be used for: 

• Arts and Music Teachers:  Funds to hire arts and music teachers for kindergarten through 5th grade 

students at local public schools attended by Portland students.  Distribution of funds based on school 

enrollment. 

• Arts Access:  Remaining funds for grants to nonprofit arts organizations, other nonprofits and 

schools.  Will fund grants to provide high-quality arts access for kindergarten through 12th grade 

students and to make arts, culture experiences available to underserved communities.  Funds 

administered by Regional Arts and Culture Council (RACC).” 

 

The committee requests and looks forward to additional conversations with the City, or to 

additional qualitative insight or data provided by the City, to validate that the AEAF grant 

funds are being used as the voters intended.  

 

The AEAF AOC partner with the City to enhance grant reporting requirements to allow a 

better analysis of fidelity to the voters’ intent and outcomes. 

 

The AOC  will establish a Grants Subcommittee to partner with the City. The purpose of this 

subcommittee will be to recommend additional data points for grant reporting, for 

example which are delivering K-12 arts access, access for underserved communities, or 

both, and what artistic discipline, population or geographic area is being served.  

 

As the AEAF Grants program has been in place for more than a decade, the committee 

would also like to see greater longitudinal data, for example the percent of funds going to 

the same organizations YOY as well as the percent of organizations who have been 

funded for multiple years. Finally, the committee would like to partner with the city to 

develop a basic check list the AOC could use to better understand each organizations 

work and the grant outcomes.  
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CLOSING 

Summary of 2022-23 Recommendations  

City  

of Portland 

Arts Education 

• Bring the City, the AOC, the districts and all other relevant stakeholders 

together to define high-quality arts education to enable improved program 

implementation and oversight. 

• Increase the level of detail of arts education performance metrics expanding 

data to illustrate how many kids have access to only one vs. multiple art 

classes, in addition to clarifying progress on continuous pathways. 

• Gather data to determine whether students across each district have the 

voter-mandated degree of access to certified arts educators.   

• Clarify the expected level of any charter school and district financial 

contribution for arts educators, updating IGAs if necessary. 

• Review the equity analysis of schools. 

• Remind voters the AEAF fund is about engaged, learning kids. Gather and 

include stories when it communicates about the Fund, helping to ensure an 

accurate image of the fund’s efficacy to the public.  

  AEAF Grants 

• Ensure the AEAF grants program focuses on the two grant objectives codified 

in the ballot measure.  

• Partner with the AOC to enhance grant reporting requirements to allow a 

better analysis of fidelity to the voters’ intent and grant funding outcomes. 

    Revenue 

• Develop a three-to-five year forecast of expected Fund performance. 

AEAF School 

Districts 

• Partner with the City to define high-quality arts education.  

• Arts educators and arts educational associations indicate a full academic 

year of instruction in any single artistic discipline reflects a high-quality arts 

education. Determine whether changes are needed for any kids served by 

the fund today. 

• Conduct an equity analysis of schools.  

• Continue to expand kids’ exposure to multiple arts disciplines specifically the 

less-available options of theater, dance and media.   
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APPENDICES 
 

Appendix 1: Voter’s Pamphlet Copy of the 2012 AEAF Ballot Measure Arts 

  

Appendix 2: Education and Access Fund Revenues, Collection Costs & 

Disbursements All Tax Years Combined - Collections as of 03/10/2023 

 

Appendix 3: Individual School District Arts Education Reports 

 

Appendix 4: How the AEAF Functions 

 

Appendix 5: AEAF AOC Arts Discipline Analysis 
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Appendix 1: Voter’s Pamphlet Copy of the 2021 AEAF Ballot Measure 
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Appendix 2: Arts Education and Access Fund Revenues, Collection Costs 

& Disbursements All Tax Years Combined - Collections as of 10/24/2023 
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Appendix 3: Individual School District Arts Education Reports 

 

See the next pages, in the following order: 

 

Centennial School District 

David Douglas School District 

Parkrose School District 

Portland Public Schools 

Reynolds School District 

Riverdale School District 

Charter Schools 
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EDUCATION: CENTENNIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2021 Disbursement 

$582,568 
 

Compared to TY 2020 

 

 

K-5 Student Enrollment 

2,281 

 

Full Time Equivalent: AEAF  

 

3 

 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

3 

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers 

6 

 

Part Time Physical Teachers 

0 

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers through Combined Part-

Time Positions  

0 

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:380 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

60 
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Arts Disciplines (All Funding Sources) 

 

Discipline Elementary FTE Middle School FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

0 0 2 

Music 

 

6 3 1 

Theater 

 

0 0 .5 

Dance 

 

0 0 0 

Media 

 

0 0 0 

 

 

City of Portland AEAF Education Coordinator Summary 

Centennial School district continued to use AEAF funds to provide for elementary music teachers in the 

2022-23 school year. AEAF funds paid for half of the music teacher FTE and the district provided the 

other half with other funding. The music pathway that begins in elementary school continues through 

middle and high school. Music is the only discipline offered through the elementary and middle school 

grades. In high school students can study visual arts and theater, but dance and media are never 

offered.  

 

All elementary music teachers are full time with an FTE/student ratio of 1: 380, considerably below the 

stated goal of 1:500. Students engage in music class 60 minutes per week. 
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EDUCATION: DAVID DOUGLAS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2021 Disbursement 

$857,126 
 

Compared to TY 2020 

 

 

K-5 Student Enrollment 

3,737 

 

Full Time Equivalent: AEAF  

 

7.4 

 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

1.6 

 

Full Time Physical Teachers 

9 

 

Part Time Physcial Teachers 

0 

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers through Combined 

Part-Time Positions  

0 

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:415 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

80-120 
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Arts Disciplines (All Funding Sources) 

 

Discipline Elementary FTE Middle School FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

0 2 7 

Music 

 

9 9.49 4.17 

Theater 

 

0 0 2 

Dance 

 

0 0 0 

Media 

 

0 0 0 

 

 

City of Portland AEAF Education Coordinator Summary 

David Douglas provided AEAF-funded music teachers at each of the nine elementary schools in the 

district. Most of the funding is provided by the AEAF and the district contributes 1.6 of the 9.0 FTE. The 

music pathway begins in elementary school and continues robustly through middle and high school. 

Beginning in middle school students can study visual arts and theater is offered in high school, dance 

and media are not offered.  

 

All teachers are full time, and the average FTE/student ratio is 1:415. Elementary students engage in 

arts classes 80-120 minutes a week.  
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EDUCATION: PARKROSE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2021 Disbursement 

$257,566 
 

Compared to TY 2020 

 

 
 

 

K-5 Student Enrollment 

1,102 

 

Full Time Equivalent: AEAF  

 

2.5 

 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

1.5 

 

Full Time Physical Teachers 

4 

 

Part Time Physical Teachers 

0 

 

Full Time Physcial Teachers through Combined Part-Time 

Positions  

0 

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:276 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

67.5 
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Arts Disciplines (All Funding Sources) 

 

Discipline Elementary FTE Middle School FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

0 1 1 

Music 

 

4 1 1.5 

Theater 

 

0 0 1 

Dance 

 

0 0 0 

Media 

 

0 0 1 

 

 

City of Portland AEAF Education Coordinator Summary 

During the 2022-23 school year Parkrose School District continued to use their AEAF allocation to fund 

certified elementary music teachers. The music program has a pathway that begins with students in 

Kindergarten continues through middle and high school. Music is the only arts discipline taught in the 

elementary grades. Beginning in middle school students have access to visual arts and once they 

reach high school, they are offered four of the five disciplines, with dance never being offered.  

 

 All the elementary music teachers are full-time, with an average FTE to student ratio of 1:276, well 

below the stated goal of 1:500. Students are engaged in music class an average of 67.5 

minutes/week.  
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EDUCATION: PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2021 Disbursement 

$4,747,250 
 

Compared to TY 2020 

 
  

 

K-5 Student Enrollment 

19,039 

 

Full Time Equivalent: AEAF  

 

38.95 

 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

46.20 

 

Full Time Physcial AEAF Teachers 

49 

 

Part Time Physical AEAF Teachers 

20 

 

Full Time AEF Physical Teachers through Combined 

Part-Time  Positions  

5 

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:224 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

45 Avg/Per 

Discipline 



 

 

Final – 29 March 2024 

 43 

Arts Disciplines (All Funding Sources) 

 

Discipline Elementary FTE Middle School FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

43.52 16.7 32.04 

Music 

 

34.47 15.8 12 

Theater 

 

1 5 6 

Dance 

 

6.16 6.7 5 

Media 

 

0 Not Reported Not Reported 

 

City of Portland AEAF Education Coordinator Summary 

PPS set internal metrics to guide use of AEAF funds. They provide a full-time arts educator for each site 

that has at least 334 students; sites with enrollment below this threshold receive a part-time arts 

educator. Across the district there are seventy-four AEAF-funded arts teachers. Forty-nine of these are 

full-time, twenty are part-time and five are full-time through the combination of multiple part-time 

roles. The district requires at least forty-five minutes of arts instruction/week per arts discipline. Most 

schools are meeting this requirement, with three sites not meeting the requirement because their 

students study multiple arts disciplines and may have art for a portion of the year and then music for 

another portion.   

 

PPS is working to increase arts pathways by utilizing Student Investment Act (SIA) funds to provide for 

multiple arts disciplines at elementary schools. These positions are also a combination of full-time and 

part-time roles. The district has used an equity-based formula to prioritize multiple pathways at more 

impacted schools and in the 2022-23 school year forty elementary sites provide multiple arts disciplines.  
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EDUCATION: REYNOLDS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2021 Disbursement 

$359,887 
 

Compared to TY 2020 

 

 
  

 

K-5 Student Enrollment 

1,512 

 

Full Time Equivalent: AEAF  

 

3.68 

 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

1.32 

 

Full Time Physical Teachers 

4 

 

Part Time Physical Teachers 

0 

 

Full Time Physical Teachers through Combined Part 

Time Positions  

1 

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:302 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

60 
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Arts Disciplines (All Funding Sources) 

 

Discipline 
Elementary FTE 

(AEAF Schools) 

Elementary FTE  

(Other Schools) 
Middle School FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

1 0 3 5 

Music 

 

4 7 6.17 3 

Theater 

 

0 0 2 1 

Dance 

 

0 0 0 0 

Media 

 

0 0 0 0 

 

 

City of Portland AEAF Education Coordinator Summary 

The Reynolds School district is partially within the geographical boundaries of Portland and four of their 

eleven elementary schools receive support from the AEAF. The AEAF-funded elementary schools are 

each served by a full-time music teacher and split one visual arts FTE across all four schools. The other 

elementary schools in the district each have one full time music teacher. Music continues through the 

middle and high school years and students also have opportunity to study theater and dance once 

they reach middle school. Media Arts is never offered.   

 

The Student/FTE ratio is 1:302, well below the stated goal of 500 and students attend music class 60 

minutes per week.  

 



 

 

Final – 29 March 2024 

 46 

EDUCATION: RIVERDALE 
 

Elementary Overview 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds Received 

 

 

TY 2021 Disbursement 

$74,972 
 

Compared to TY 2020 

 

 

Enrollment 

260 (K-5) 

 

 

Full Time Equivalent: AEAF  

 

1 

 

 

Full Time Equivalent: Other Funding Sources 

1 

 

Full Time Physical Teachers 

2 

 

Part Time Physical Teachers 

0 

 

Full Time Physical Teachers through Combined Part 

Time Positions  

0 

 

Full Time Equivalent/Student Ratio 

1:130 

 

Instructional Minutes/Week 

100 
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Arts Disciplines (All Funding Sources) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Portland AEAF Education Coordinator Summary 

 

Riverdale School District is composed of one K-8 grade school and one high school. The grade school 

arts teachers serve all grades, Kindergarten through 8th Grade. The grade school has one full time 

visual arts teacher and one full time music teacher. The AEAF funds half of the FTE for both positions 

and the other half is provided by other funding sources. Students continue studying visual arts and 

music in high school, but the other arts disciplines are not offered.  

 

When considering the entire grade school enrollment, the teacher/FTE is 200, below the goal of 500. 

Students engage in arts education lessons 100 minutes a week.  

 

 

Discipline K-8 FTE High School FTE 

Visual Arts 

 

1 1 

Music 

 

1 1 

Theater 

 

0 0 

Dance 

 

0 0 

Media 

 

0 0 
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EDUCATION: CHARTER SCHOOLS 

 

School Sponsor 
AEAF 

FTE 

Other Funds 

FTE 

FTE/Student 

Ratio 
Disciplines 

Combined 

Instructional 

Minutes 

Arthur 

Academy 
PPS .5 0 .5/150 

Music 

Visual Arts 
60 

Kairos PDX PPS .62 .38 1/245 
Visual Arts 

Media 
60 

Le Monde 

French 

Immersion 

PPS .53 1.47 1/269 
Music Visual 

Arts 
110 

Portland 

Village 

School 

PPS .52 1.48 1/284 
Music 

Visual Arts 
120 

The 

Cottonwood 

School 

ODE .23 .1 .33/138 
Visual Arts 

Theater 
60 

The Emerson 

School 
PPS .5 0 .5/106 Visual Arts 55 

The Ivy 

School 
ODE .38 .84 1.22/203 

Visual Arts 

Music 
82.5 

David 

Douglas 

Arthur 

Academy 

David 

Douglas 
.25 .25 .5/158 Music  60 

Holla School Reynolds 
Holla received a late disbursement in the spring of 2023. Data will be 

collected for the 2023-24 school year.  

 

City of Portland AEAF Coordinator Summary 

All the charter schools are using AEAF funds to pay for arts educators, primarily in visual arts and music. 

Most charter schools are contributing more than they receive from the AEAF to provide for arts 

education; however, two schools, Arthur Academy and The Emerson School, are not contributing any 

additional funds. Children across the schools are engaging in at least 60 minutes of arts education a 

week and, except for two schools, have the opportunity to study multiple disciplines.  
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Appendix 4: How the AEAF Functions 

 

The Arts Education and Access Fund is a collaboration between Portland’s citizens, 

the City, our school districts, and the Regional Arts and Culture Council (RACC). The 

Revenue division assesses and collects the tax and distributes funds to the six school 

districts, Centennial, David Douglas, Parkrose, Portland Public, Reynolds, and 

Riverdale, serving students within the city of Portland’s geographic boundaries. 

School districts use the funds to pay for elementary (K-5) arts teachers while 

remaining funds beyond this amount fund grants for arts access for  K-12 students 

and arts and cultural experiences for underserved communities.  

School District Funding Formula:  

(K-5 Student Enrollment/500) x Average Teacher Salary 

AEAF funds for arts education are disbursed according to a formula based on district 

enrollment and required to provide a minimum 500:1 student to certified arts teacher 

ratio. The City Revenue Division retains funds to pay the costs of collecting and 

distributing the tax. The City Arts Program receives up to 3% of the revenue to pay for 

arts education coordination and program evaluation. After disbursements are made 

to the school districts and City, the Regional Arts and Culture Council receives the 

remaining funds to distribute as grants.  

Ta
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City of Portland

School Districts                        K-5 Arts Teachers

Revenue Division for costs 
of collecting and 

distributing tax                                         

City Arts Program for costs of 
coordination and evaluation

Regional Arts and Culture 
Council

Grants to Arts 
Organizations

General Support Funds

Access Funds 
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FUNCTION OF THE AEAF 

Fund Distribution Timelines 2022-23 

Winter: 1st Disbursement/Payout of Funds 

Late November/Early December

 

Spring: 2nd Disbursement/Payout of Funds 

Late March 

 

AEAF Tax Year 2021 and Calendar Years 2022-23 Flow 

 

 

Disbursement to Schools

TY 2021 disbursements are based 
on the school district funding 
formula.

The first disbursement is half of 
the expected 2022-23
academic year disbursement 
based on student enrollment.

Disbursement to RACC

After City and School District 
disbursements, RACC receives 
the remaining dollars. 

Additional disbursements paid at 
this time include all back year 
tax collections received since 
the last disbursement, minus a 
small reserve to cover refunds. 

Disbursement to Schools

Disbursements to schools true-up 
the total amount of AEAF funds 
required based on actual 2022-23 
academic year student 
enrollment.

Disbursement to RACC

RACC receives any net tax 
collections that exceed required 
school disbursements, plus all back 
year tax collections since the last 
disbursement was released, minus 
a small reserve to cover refunds. 



Appendix 5: AEAF AOC Arts Discipline Analysis 

General Operating Support (GOS) Grants 

 

Org. 
Type * 

Organization  Base Award  
Investment 

Award 

Capacity 
Building 
Program 

Special 
Allocation, 
June 2023 

New GOS 
Organization, 

June 2023 
Total 

 

C Alberta Abbey Foundation         $15,000  $15,000  
 

T Artists Repertory Theatre $40,000  $19,300    $60,000    $119,300  
 

C Arts for Learning NW (Young Audiences) $35,000  $9,300    $45,000    $89,300  
 

V 
Blue Sky Gallery (Oregon Center for the 
Photographic Arts) 

$10,000  $8,200    $15,000    $33,200  
 

D Bodyvox $35,000  $15,900    $45,000    $95,900  
 

C Boom Arts $10,000  $28,500    $15,000    $53,500  
 

C Caldera         $30,000  $30,000  
 

M Cappella Romana $15,000  $15,200    $30,000    $60,200  
 

M Chamber Music Northwest $30,000  $15,200    $45,000    $90,200  
 

C Children's Healing Art Project $10,000   $                   -      $15,000    $25,000  
 

T Coho Productions $15,000  $17,800    $20,000    $52,800  
 

T Corrib Theatre $10,000  $5,900    $15,000    $30,900  
 

C Cymaspace     $25,000  $15,000    $40,000  
 

T Echo Theater Company $15,000     $30,000    $45,000  
 

M En Taiko     $25,000  $15,000    $40,000  
 

M Ethos Music Center $15,000  $26,300    $30,000    $71,300  
 

M Friends of Chamber Music $15,000      $30,000    $45,000  
 

M Friends of Noise (All Ages Music Portland) $10,000  $10,700    $15,000    $35,700  
 

T Hand2Mouth $10,000  $16,300    $15,000    $41,300  
 

F Hollywood Theatre (Film Action Oregon) $30,000  $18,900    $60,000    $108,900  
 

T Imago Theatre $10,000  $7,400    $20,000    $37,400  
 

V Independent Publishing Resource Center $10,000  $27,400    $15,000    $52,400  
 

C 
Instituto de Cultura y Arte In Xochitl In 
Cuicatl  

    $25,000  $15,000    $40,000  
 

C Lan Su Chinese Garden         $30,000  $30,000  
 

C Literary Arts $40,000  $27,400    $60,000    $127,400  
 

C Live Wire Radio $10,000  $7,800    $30,000    $47,800  
 

C Media Rites     $25,000  $15,000    $40,000  
 

M Metropolitan Youth Symphony $20,000  $20,400    $30,000    $70,400  
 

M Miracle Theatre Group $15,000  $7,800    $30,000    $52,800  
 

M My Voice Music $10,000  $26,700    $20,000    $56,700  
 

T New Expressive Works $10,000  $13,300    $15,000    $38,300  
 

T Northwest Children's Theater & School $30,000  $24,800    $60,000    $114,800  
 

D Northwest Dance Project $30,000  $7,800    $45,000    $82,800  
 

F NW Documentary Arts & Media $10,000      $15,000    $25,000  
 

D Oregon Ballet Theatre $80,000  $11,900    $100,000    $191,900  
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M Oregon BRAVO Youth Orchestras $30,000  $17,400    $45,000    $92,400  
 

T Oregon Children's Theatre $30,000  $16,700    $60,000    $106,700  
 

V Oregon Contemporary $15,000  $23,000    $20,000    $58,000  
 

M Oregon Symphony Association $100,000  $7,400    $175,000    $282,400  
 

F Outside the Frame $15,000  $10,000    $20,000    $45,000  
 

M Pacific Youth Choir $10,000  $16,700    $20,000    $46,700  
 

T PassinArt: A Theatre Company $10,000      $15,000    $25,000  
 

M PDX Jazz $15,000  $8,900    $30,000    $53,900  
 

C PHAME $15,000  $29,700    $30,000    $74,700  
 

T PlayWrite $10,000  $6,300    $15,000    $31,300  
 

D Polaris Dance Theatre $10,000  $21,500    $15,000    $46,500  
 

V Portland Art Museum $140,000  $21,500    $175,000    $336,500  
 

M Portland Baroque Orchestra $15,000  $14,800    $45,000    $74,800  
 

T Portland Center Stage $80,000  $26,300    $100,000    $206,300  
 

M Portland Columbia Symphony Orchestra $15,000      $20,000    $35,000  
 

T Portland Experimental Theatre Ensemble $10,000  $16,300    $15,000    $41,300  
 

M Portland Gay Men's Chorus $10,000  $14,800    $20,000    $44,800  
 

V Portland Institute for Contemporary Art $30,000  $18,500    $45,000    $93,500  
 

M Portland Opera Association $65,000  $9,600    $85,000    $159,600  
 

M Portland Piano International $10,000  $7,000    $20,000    $37,000  
 

T Portland Playhouse $35,000  $26,300    $45,000    $106,300  
 

V Portland Street Art Alliance $10,000  $17,400    $20,000    $47,400  
 

M Portland Taiko $10,000      $15,000    $25,000  
 

M Portland Youth Philharmonic $35,000  $23,700    $45,000    $103,700  
 

T Profile Theatre $20,000  $27,800    $30,000    $77,800  
 

D Rejoice Diaspora Dance Theater     $25,000  $15,000    $40,000  
 

M Resonance Vocal Ensemble         $15,000  $15,000  
 

T Shaking the Tree Theatre $15,000  $26,700    $20,000    $61,700  
 

C Street Books $10,000  $10,000    $15,000    $35,000  
 

M Takohachi     $25,000  $15,000    $40,000  
 

D The Portland Ballet $20,000  $8,200    $30,000    $58,200  
 

T The Red Door Project $15,000  $17,100    $30,000    $62,100  
 

T Theatre Diaspora     $25,000  $15,000    $40,000  
 

M Third Angle New Music $10,000  $23,700    $15,000    $48,700  
 

T Third Rail Repertory Theatre $15,000  $21,100    $20,000    $56,100  
 

T Triangle Productions $10,000  $8,200    $20,000    $38,200  
 

C Vanport Mosaic     $25,000  $15,000    $40,000  
 

D White Bird $20,000  $7,800    $30,000    $57,800  
 

V World Arts Foundation     $25,000  $15,000    $40,000  
 

T World Stage Theatre $10,000  $17,800    $15,000    $42,800  
 

C Write Around Portland $10,000  $27,400    $20,000    $57,400  
 

  Totals  1460000 952800 225000 2400000 $95,000  $5,132,800   
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*= Analysis of program and label of GOS Organization Focus by AEAF Oversight Committee    

COMMUNITY  C= 15 
Community arts organizations program in 
multiple artistic disciplines. 

DANCE D= 7       

FILM  F= 3       

MUSIC M= 23       

THEATER T= 21       

VISUAL ARTS V= 7       

      
Yellow highlights indicate organizations receiving 
more than $100K in 2022-23.  

 

General Operating Support (Access) Grants 

 

Org. 
Type * Organization 

Grant 
Amount  

C 45th Parallel,  $4,000   
V AFRU Gallery,                                                                                       $3,000   
W Airlie Press,  $3,000   
M All Classical Portland $5,000   
C Artist Mentorship Program (AMP) $4,000   

C 
Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon Communities United Fund (APANO 
CUF),  $5,000   

D A-WOL Dance Collective,  $4,000   
V Belong Art Community $5,000   
V Blackfish Gallery,  $5,000   
C Blanchet House of Hospitality,   $5,000   
C Brain Injury Connections Northwest,  $5,000   
C Bridger Elementary School PTA,  $2,000   
C Bridgeworks Oregon,  $5,000   
M Bridging Voices,  $2,000   
M Cascadia Composers, $2,000   
C Centennial School District,  $3,000   
C CETI,  $5,000   
F Chiral Filmworks,  $5,000   
T Clinton St. Theater,  $5,000   
C Color Outside the Lines,  $5,000   
C Columbia Slough Watershed Council,  $5,000   
T Crave Theatre Company, $5,000   
M Creative Music Guild,  $5,000   
M Dana Thompson Memorial Fund of Awesome,  $2,000   
C Depave,  $5,000   
F Desert Island Studios,  $5,000   
M DJ Anjali & The Incredible Kid,  $5,000   
M Earthtones Northwest, $5,000   
M en Taiko,  $5,000   
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M Fear No Music,  $5,000   
W First Matter Press,  $3,000   
C Friends of Peninsula Park Rose Garden,  $5,000   
D From the Ground UP : A Research and Development Center for New Art,  $3,000   
C Gather:Make:Shelter,  $5,000   
C Good in the Hood, $5,000   
C Growing Gardens, $5,000   
D Heidi Duckler Dance/Northwest, $5,000   
C Hoi Phu Huynh,  $5,000   
C HOLLA School,  $5,000   
M HONK PDX,  $5,000   
C Immigrant and Refugee Community Organization, $5,000   
C Japanese Ancestral Society - Ikoi no Kai,  $2,000   
M Jazz Society of Oregon, $5,000   
C Jim Pepper Native Arts Council,  $3,000   
T Kickstand Comedy,  $5,000   
C Lan Su Chinese Garden,  $5,000   
C Latino Network,  $5,000   
C Loc Luv,  $3,000   
T Many Hats Collaboration,  $5,000   
C MediaRites, $4,000   
T Misfit Academy,  $5,000   
M Montavilla Jazz, $5,000   
T N. M. Productions Theater Company (DBA New Moon Productions),  $2,000   
C Nat Turner Project,  $5,000   
C New Room Studios,  $5,000   
C New Year in the Park,   $5,000   
V North Pole Studio,  $5,000   
C Office Retreat, $2,000   
V One Grand Gallery,  $5,000   
D Open Space,  $5,000   
C Oregon Arts Watch,  $5,000   
C Oregon Post Adoption Resource Center & Library,  $1,000   
V Oregon Potters Association, $3,000   
V Oregon Society of Artists,  $5,000   
M OrpheusPDX,  $5,000   
C PDX Suite Spot LLC,  $5,000   
W Perfect Day Publishing,  $3,000   
D Portland Dance Film Fest,  $4,000   
T Portland Drama Club,  $5,000   
C Portland Indigenous Marketplace, $3,000   
C Portland Japanese Garden, $5,000   
M Portland Jazz Composers Ensemble, $5,000   
F Portland Latin American Film Festival,  $5,000   
C Portland Parks Foundation,  $5,000   
C Portland Radio Project, $5,000   



 

 

Final – 29 March 2024 

 5 

M Portland Revels,  $5,000   
M Portland Samba,  $2,000   
M Portland Symphonic Choir,  $3,000   
V Portland Textile Month,  $3,000   
M Pride of Portland Chapter of Sweet Adelines Intl.,  $2,000   
D push/FOLD,  $5,000   
F QDoc: Portland Queer Documentary Film Festival, $5,000   
C ReBuliding Center,  $2,000   
D Risk/Reward,  $5,000   
T Roots and All Theatre Ensemble,  $5,000   
C Sabin CDC,  $5,000   
C Samewave Radio,  $5,000   
C Secret Roller Disco,   $4,000   
M Shady Pines Radio,   $5,000   
C Sincere Studio, $5,000   
D SKC  $5,000   
T Sojourn Theatre,  $5,000   
M SoundsTruck NW,  $5,000   
V Souvenir,   $5,000   
V Stelo Arts and Culture Foundation (c3:initiative),  $5,000   
D Steps for Youth,   $5,000   
M Synth Library Portland (S1),   $5,000   
M Takohachi, $2,000   
V Tattoo 34,  $5,000   
V The Ink Lab Custom Apparel LLC,   $5,000   
C The Media Project,  $5,000   
M The Old Church Society, Inc.,  $2,000   
T The Theatre Company,  $5,000   
C True Path Consulting NW,  $5,000   
T Venezuela's Voice in Oregon,  $2,000   
C Vibe of Portland,  $5,000   
C Vino Veritas,  $5,000   
T Water in the Desert, $5,000   
C WATMBP LLC, $5,000   
V Willamette Light Brigade / Portland Winter Light Festival,  $5,000   

 
 $477,000   

    

 *= labeled by the AEAF oversight committee Community  C= 46 

  Dance D=9 

  Film  F=4 

  Music  M=23 

  Theater T=12 

  Visual V=13 

  Writing W=3 
 


